MEMOIRS OF 

GAUR AND PANDUA 


BY 

KHAN SAHIB M. ‘ABID ‘AU KHAN 

OF MALDAH 

EDITED AND REVISED 
BY 

H. E. STAPLETON, IXS. 

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, BENGAL 


CALCUTTA 

BENGAL SECRETARIAT BOOK DEPOT 
MCMXXXI 


Price—- Indian, Rs. 5; English, 8s. 3d. 



Published by the Bengal Secretariat Book Depot, 

Writers’ Buildings, Calcutta. 

Agents in India. 

Messrs. S. K. Lahiri & Co., Printers and Booksellers, College Street, Calcutta. 
Messrs. Thacker, Spink & Co., Calcutta. 


Customers in the United Kingdom and the Continent of Europe 
may obtain publications either direct from the High Commissioner’s office 
or through any bookseller, 



CONTENTS 


Pa.gb, 


Pbebaob . . . . . . . . ... . . . , 9 

Intbopuction . . . . . . . . .... 11 

C ha pter I— Brief history of the two Cities — Gatir and Pandua . , . . 15 

Chapter II — A short account of the more important Viceroys and Kings of 

Gaxir and Pandua . , . . . . . . 19 

Chapter III— -The extant remains of the two Cities . . . . . , 41 

' Section I — Gaur . . . . . . , . ' . . . . , 41 

1. The Bdradwarl or Great Sona (Golden) Mosque at Ramkeli . . . . 45 

2. The Citadel of Gaur .. .. .. .. .. 50 

A. — ^The JDdkhil Darwazah^ or Main Gate of the Port . . . , 50 

B. — The Ghdnd Darwdzah and Nlm Darwdzah . . . . . . 52 

3. The Firuz or Firozah Minar . . . . . . . , 52 

4. The Bd'lsgazl Wall and the old Palace of the Kings of Gaur . . 55 

6. The KhazdncM-Khdna, or House of the Treasurer . . . . 58 

6. The Tomb of Husain Shah . . . . . . . . 59 

7. The Qadam Basul, or Foot>priiit of the Prophet. Mausoleum of Path 

Khan . . . . . . . . . . . . 61 

8. The Ohlhd Masjid . . . . . . . , , . 65 

9. The Gate . . .. .. .. 66 

10. The j/SuM CAwn, or Eastern Gate, of the Port .. .. .. 68 

11. UlciQ Ohdmhatti Masjid .. .. .. .. 69 

12. Tdntlpdrd Masjid .. .. .. .. . , 71 

13. Lattan Masjid . . .. .. .. 72 

14. The Bridge of Five Arches . . .. .. .. 75 

15. ThQ FithdwdU Masjid . . .. .. .. ., 75 

16. The Kotwdli Darwdzah .. . . .. . . .. 76 

17. The Dhuniehsbk^ or Bdjblbl, Masjid .. .. .. 76 

18- The Darashdri Masjid .. .. .. .. .. 76 

19. The Small Golden Mosque at Piruzpur .. .. . . 79 

20. The Tomb of Shah Ni^matullah, Jdmi* Mosque, etc., B’iruzpur . . 83 

21. The Gunniant Masjid . . . . . . . . . . 85 

22. The Ghhota Sdgar DigM, and Bhita (raised plinth of the house) of 

Ghand Saudagar, the Belbarl .. 86 

23. The Kufrd^Mr Pir Tanh .. .. .. .. . . 87 

24. The Piyasbari Tank . . . . . . . . . . 88 

25. Tamaltola at Ramkeli . . .. . . .. .. 88 

26. Two Pillars . . •. •• •• •• • • 8^ 

21 . The QteB^t, Sdgar DigM , . . . .. .. . . 89 

28. The Tomb of Shaikh Akhx Sirajuddin ‘XJsman . . . . • . 90 

29. The Jcdidnigdn Masjid .. .. .. .. 92 



4 


Page. 


Section II- — Pandita . . , . . . • • • • 94 

A. — The Ban Dargdh^ or Shrine of Hazrat Shah Jala! . . . . 97 

B. — The Jdmi^ Masjid .. .. .. •• 100 

Q, — The K/aawa, or Store House .. .. . 102 

D. — The Lakhmi Sem Ddldn . . .. 103 

E. - — The Tawmlr iiMna, or Kitchen .. . . .. .. 103 

F. — The Salami Darwdzah, Qv Tlntranoe Gate •’ * • ^94 

The Puthl Muhdrah, or * Blessed Book ’ . . . . . . 105 

The Wagf Mahals of the Shi ine of Shah Jalal . . . . 106 

2. The Chhoti Bargdh, or Shrine of Hazrat Nur Qutbul ‘Alam . . . , 106 

Account of the Saint .. .. .. . . 106 

The Pillars round Nur Qiitbul ‘Alam’s Tomb , .. 107 

Account of Shaikh *Alaul Haq^ .. .. .. 108 

Inscription over the Dcor of the Enclosure of Shaikh ‘Alaul Haqq's 
Tomb .. .. .. .. .. .. 109 

Genealogical Tree of the Q-wid? Family of Pand.ua . . Ill 

Title Deed of the Hasdn Estate 113 

A. — The Ohilla Khdna ... . ''114 

B. — Inscription in the Kitchen . , .. . . . 115 

C. — 8ijdd-gdh, or Praying-station . . . . . . . . 116 

D. — ^Mosque of QazI Nor , . . . . . . . . . 117 

E. — The Tafao, or Sweet Tank •• . . .. 117 

F. — BahishUka-Darwdzahy or Qe^fte of TB.rebdme * , . , 117 

G. — The ivdZd (Tonab of Ihayatullah) . . ,, .. 118 

H. — ^Tomb of Sher Khan . . .. .. , . .. IIS 

I. — Tombs of Shaikh Afqah and Shaikh Anwar .. .. .. 118 

J. — Tomb of Shaikh Zahid .. .. IIS 

K. — The Blhl Mahal .. .. .. .. 119 

L. — Stone Capital .. .. .. 119 

M. — The KMna, or Guest House, and Gate . . . . 119 

N. — Copper Brums .. . . 120 

3. The Quth ShdM Mo^qm .. .. .. .. 120 

4. The Mausoleum .. 125 

5. The Adina Mosque . . . . . .. .. 127 

6. The ‘ Palace ’ Area . . . . .. ,, 14| 

A. — Dhanush BigM, ond Minar . , .. .. .. 142 

B. — The Satdisghara Digh% Bjxd refuted sit© of Sikandar Shah's Palace 142 

C. — Pandap Bdjd Ddldn \ , .. .. .. ,, 143; 

B. — At-Bdgh (or Pdkat Bank) DigM , , 144 

E. — Ndsir Shah Dighl .. . . ' .. , . , . I44 

F. — Suhan Diglil : Burjpur Mauza : m.d Damdanm {the * Citadel ’) . . 145 



5 


Page. 


Chafteb IV — Other places of interest in the vicinity of Gaur and Pandiia . . 146 

1. Old MMah .. .. .. .. .. .. 146 

Names of the ancient Divisions of the Town . . . . . . 147 

A. - — ^The Sakmohan Mosque .. .. .. . . 147 

B. — The Katrd, or Caravansaral . . . , . . . . 148 

C. — The Shrine of Shah Gada . . . . . . . . 149 

D. -^The PMiJi Mas/id, or Cracked Mosque .. .. .. 150 

E. — ^h.Q Jdmi^ Masjid .. .. .. .. ..151 

F. — Inscriptions at Chalisapara . . . . , . . . 152 

G. — The Tomb of Shah Lankapati at Para Shah Mundai . . . . 153 

H. — Para-Dhala Tank . . . . . . . . . . 154 

2. The Tower of Nimasaral . . . . . . . . . . 154 

3. Angrezabad, or English Bazar .. .. .. ..156 

4. Baghbari, or Ballalbari . . .. .. 162 

5. Pichhli : and Inseription of Mas‘ud Shah Jam . . . . . . 163 

6. Guamalti . . . . . . . . . . . . 164 

7. Ganga Sndn and the Bathing Qhdt at Sa*dullahpur . . . . 165 

8. Tanda, the last capital of Gaur . . . . . . . . 165 

9. Bahral .. .. .. .. .. .. 167 

10. Dcotala, or Qashah Tabrizabad . . , . . . . . 167 

Appendices— 

A. ! — ^Bibliography of Gaur, Pandua and other places of historical interest 

in the Maldah District . . . . . . • . 172 

B, — Topographical Bibliography of Inscriptions found in the Maldah 

District .. .. .. •• •• 

0, — Life and Work of Saiyid Ilahi Bakhsh, the Author of the KhursMd-i- 

Jahdn Numd . . . . . . . , , . 184 

D. — The Sultans of Delhi . . . . . . . . 186 

E, — Rulers of Bengal from the Muhammadan Conj[uest till the final 

annexation of Bengal by Akbar .. .. ,.188 




LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 


Facing 

Plat^. PS'S® 

I. Map of Northern and Central Bengal . . . . , , . . 15 

II. Site Plan of Gaur . , . . . . . , . . 41 

III. Inscription of Yusuf Shah, from the Darasbari Mosque, Gaur . . . . 77 

IV. Inscriptions of Jalaluddin Path Shah (Gunmant Mosque, Gaur), and 

of Barbak Shah (Deo tala) ., ,. .. ..85 

V. Site Plan of Pandua, and its vicinity . . . . . . . . 94 

VI. Inscriptions of Pandua .. .. .. .. ..116 

VII. Plan of the Adina Mosque . . . . . . . . , . 127 

Figures in Text. 

Page. 

1. Coins of Ikhtiyaruddin GhazI Shah . . . . . . . . 20 

2. Coins of ShamsuddJn Ilyas Shah . . . . . . . . 22 

3. Coins of Sikandar Shah . . * . . . . . . . . 24 

4. Coin of Danuja Marddana Deva . . . . . . . . 29 

5. Coins of Jalaluddin Muhammad Shah . . . . . . . . 30 

6. Courtyard Gateway of the Great Golden Mosque, Gaur . . . . 44 

7. Aisle of the Great Golden Mosque . . . . . . . . 46 

8. Exterior of the Great Golden Mosque, Gaur . . . . . . 48 

9. The Ddkhil Darwdzah, or Main Gate of the Fort . . . . . . 50 

10. The Firozah Mindr (after restoration) . . . , . . . . 53 

11. Qadam Rasul Building and Path Khan’s Mausoleum . . . . 60 

12. Eastern Gate of the Port, Gaur . . . . . . . . 68 

13. Tantipara Mosque, Gaur (Eastern aspect) . . . . . . 70 

14. Interior of the Tantipara Mosque, Gaur . . . . . . . . 71 

15. The Lattan Mosqae .. .. .. .. .. 73 

16. Small Golden Mosque, Piruzpur, Gaur .. .. .. 78 

17. Details of Ornamentation round the doors of the Small Golden Mosque, 

Piruzpur, Gaur .. .. .. .. *• •• 80 

18. Carved Stone Screen, Shah Jalal’s 8hrine . . .. . . 98 

19. Carved Stone Pillars at the Ban .. .. .. . . 101 

20. Copper Drums of Nawwab Mir Qasim Klian in front of the gate of the 

Musdfir Khdna . . . . . . • • . . ..119 

21. Qutb 8hdM Masjid, or Golden Mosque, Pandua . , . . . - 121 

22. Pulpit of Qutb ShdM Mosque .. .. . . .. .. 122- 

23. Mausoleum, Pandua . . . . . . .. 124 

24. Adina Mosque, Pandua : General view of Nave . . . . . , . 128 

25. of the Adina Mosque . . .. .. .. .. 131 

26. or Pulpit, of the Adina Mosque . . . . . , .. 133 

27. General view of BddsM A- Adina Mosque . . . . .. 135 

28. Details oi Mihrdb oi the Bddshdh-ka-Takht, AdSna Mosque .. . , 137 

29. Sikandar ’s Chamber — ^West side of the Adina Mosque .. . . 139 

30. The Katrd, or Fortified Caravansarai, Old Maldah . . . . , . 148 

31. The Old Maldah .. .. .. .. 151 

32. The Tower of Nima Sarai . . . . . . . . . . 155 

33. KMna of Shah Jalal, Deotala .. .. .. .. 168 




PREFACE 


jIm employed by Government in the work of 

repairing the ruins of Gaur and Pandua, I thought 
of publishing a book which would contain within a 
narrow compass all the desirable information on the subject 
of these ruins, and would be useful alike to the archaeologist, 
to distinguished visitors to these places, and to the public at 
large. In what is now offered to the public, I claim little 
originality; but being a resident. of the district in which these 
ruins are, and having been on the spot on duty for many years, 
I have had peculiar facilities for collecting information about 
them, not only from the books and Government publications 
on the subject, but also from the local people with whom I have 
been familiar from childhood, and who have gladly supplied 
me with information which might have been difficult of access 
to others. 

My chief object in compiling this book is to show, within 
as brief a space as possible, the history and the principal 
features of the ruins as they now stand, so as to afford to 
visitors an easy means of getting at the facts concerning them. 

The first draft of the book was composed about the time of 
the visit to Maldah, in February 1902, of His Excellency Lord 
Curzon, the Governor-General of India, to whom, while 
visiting the ruins of Gaur and Pandua, a hastily prepared 
type- written copy of the compilation was presented. His 
Excellency perused it on the spot with considerable interest. 
Thus encouraged, I revised the copy, and having made a few 
additions and alterations it wms published in booklet form in 
1912. It has since been further revised and expanded with 
the addition of illustrations, and is now being published 
through the kindness of the Local Government in a form which 
I trust will suit all the requirements of the public. 
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It contains four chapters. The first is introductory; the 
second gives a brief account of the Kings of Gaur and 
Pandua, including facts and events of an interesting nature 
which occurred in their reigns; while the subject of the Ruins 
proper, as well as other places of interest, is dealt with in the 
last two chapters. 

My warmest thanks are due to the authors whose works 
have been consulted and freely quoted in this compilation, 
especially the Archaeological Survey Report, Volume XV, of 
Major-General Cunningham, and the Gaurer Itihds of my old 
friend, the late Babu Rajani Kanta Chakra varti. Pandit of 
the Maldah Zilla School. 

My heartfelt thanks are also due to the late Dr. D. B. 
Spooner, of the Archaeological Department, for his going 
through the manuscript copy of the book and correcting 
details on the spot while visiting the ancient monuments at 
Gaur and Pandua in November 1916. 

In the Appendices will be found a Bibliography of Gaur 
and Pandua, and Chronological Tables giving the names of the 
Kings of Delhi and Bengal. 

M. ‘Abid AlI Khan, 

(Yusufzai). 

Anokhzabad, Maldah ; 

The S5th October 19S4. 



INTRODUCTION 


"JTn writing a Foreword for this chronicle of Gaur and Pandna as 
illustrated by the surviving buildings and inscriptions of these erstwhile 
capitals of Bengal, it seems desirable in the first place to offer a brief 
narration of the somewhat checkered history of the book. The author who 
was then a ministerial officer of the Public Works Department received, as 
long ago as 1903, a reward of Es. 100 from the local Government for writing 
an account of the ruins for Lord Curzon when this Viceroy of India visited 
Maldah in 1902 in connection with his scheme for the preservation of the ancient 
monuments of India ; and Government also undertook to print a revised 
edition of the compilation. In the absence of proper sources of reference, the 
process of revision seems to have been a difficult one for the author and, 
though assisted by helpful criticisms from members of the Archaeological 
Department, it w^as not until 1925 that the book, greatly enlarged in size, and 
with many illustrations, was finally submitted for approval. 

After such a lapse of time, even the original correspondence had been 
destroyed, and before any final decision about the book in its revised form could 
be arrived at, information was received by Government that the author had 
died on November 14th, 1926. Further discussions ensued as to the need for 
still more revision : and finally, at the end of 1928, I was requested to make 
any additional suggestions for the improvement of the manuscript and to see 
the book through the Press. 

I utilised the opportunity of another visit to Maldah early in 1929 to check 
the author’s statements as far as possible in situ : but examination of the 
typed manuscript showed that much further revision of the book was neces- 
sary, particularly in the direction of checking the correctness of the author’s 
historical references , and in removing unnecessary repetitions . The work in fact 
has since then undergone at least three revisions, twice in typescript and once 
in galley proof, and most of the resulting book is in consequence very 
different from the form in which it was submitted to Government in 1925. 
The section on Pandua, as well as the last chapter of the book, has had 
to be re-modelled and expanded — in both cases because fresh facts had 
come to light since the author’s death, and because it seemed desirable 
to treat the subject in a more detailed fashion than the late Khan 
Sahib had done. Considerable changes had also to be made in the 
first two chapters, as it was impossible to accept without reservations 
either the author’s conclusions regarding the location of Nadia and Ekdala 
(the former of which he identified with Gaur itself), or his summary of that 
period of Bengal history about 1415 A.D. which led to the establishment 
for a short time on the throne of Bengal of a Hindu dynasty belonging to 
the House of Eaja Kans. The original framework of the book has 
however been preserved intact, as, short of complete rewriting, it was 
impossible to make any alteration in this respect. The brief Bibliography 
supplied by the author has been considerably enlarged and another 
Topographical Bibliography of Inscriptions added. The places mentioned 
have been twice revisited, and it is now hoped that the book in its final 
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form will be found to be a thoroughly trustworthy historical and topo- 
graphical guide. 

II. An Autobiography was found as an appendix in the author's final draft 
and in view of the untimely death of the Khto Sahib the following extract 
may suitably be included in this introduction : — 

“ I was born in 1872 A.D. in the village of Arhidanga, a place about 16 miles 
north-west of the headquarters of the district of Maldah, and am the son of 
the late Haji Turab Khan of Arhidanga. He was the first Muhammadan of 
the district who educated his sons in English. In my boyhood I was educated 
in the Vernacular languages in the village school and afterwards acquired 
English education in the Zilla School at Maldah and in the Calcutta Madrasah. 
My training in the Engineering line was obtained in the Bihar School of 
Engineering at Bankipur and in the Sibpur College. I then served for 5 
years as a manager of the Indian Muhammadan Trading Company at Bankipur. 

I entered the P. W. D. in 1899 and was put in charge of the special repairs 
to the old buildings at Gaur and Pandua. Since then I have been discharging 
these duties besides carrying out other Civil works of the Department. In 
recognition of my services, Government was pleased to confer upon me the 
title of ‘Khan Sahib' in the year 1917. 

“ I belong to the ancient family of the Pathan rulers of Gaur and my ances- 
tors came with King Eiruz Shah from Delhi and settled at Gaur. When my 
forefathers were much harassed by the Governors of the Mughal Emperors 
and their number grew less and less, they selected a high land close to Bisan 
Kot at Charkhi and Batna for their safe asylum ; but as the place became 
afterwards full of Jungle and unhealthy, the family transferred their residence 
to the present village of Arhidanga. For the past 30 years my two brothers 
and I have been settled at English Bazar, and my eldest brother, Khan Sahib 
Abdul Aziz Khan, b.l., has served as Chairman of the English Bazar Muni- 
cipality for several years. We belong to the Yusuf-Zai branch of the Pathan 
tribe and Urdu is spoken in our family and neighbourhood. Our conversa- 
tion is very similar to that current in Delhi. Certain rites in our marriage 
ceremonies are the same as those that used to be observed in the Royal family 
at Delhi. 

‘‘ In addition to my work on the Ruins of Gaur and Pandua, the following 
books have been written by me for the use of Muhammadan 3?’0uths, and these 
have large sales in the market. The books marked 1,3 and 4 have all been 
approved by the Text Book Committee of Bihar and Orissa, and there is a 
large demand for the ‘Prayer book for Muslims,’ in foreign countries, viz., 
Trinidad, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Hongkong and Ceylon ; — 

1. Prayer book for Muslims (in English and Arabic). 

2. QulsMn4-Hind (a song book in Urdu and Persian). 

:;B.>'\An-UrdU' Primer.'' ^ 

','4.' . ;A Bengali, Primer.’'’. ■ 

III. A further point to which it seems desirable to allude in an introduction 
to an historical work of this character, is the topographical problem presented 
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by the two ancient capitals of Ganr and Pandua. Since the author’s death, 
the use of aeroplane photographs has resulted in the discovery that, at some 
very early stage of its history, the town of Pandua was not less in area than 
even Gaur itself, as lines of fortification — 5 miles along each face— are clearly 
visible in the photographs, vith a large inner citadel immediately to the south- 
east of the Adina Mosque. All the larger tanks within the fortification run 
north and south : so it is probable not only that the local tradition of Pandua 
being an extremely ancient city is perfectly correct but also that it was from 
the loot of this former Hindu capital that the materials for building Gaur and 
the Muhammadan buildings in stone at Pandua itself were obtained. It is 
too early yet to discuss the implications of the discovery of such a vast Hindu 
capital : but, as will now be indicated, the main topographical problem of the 
reasons for the establishment of the two cities of Pandua and Gaur is essen- 
tially one arising from the changes in the course of the Ganges, and certain 
other rivers that still exist in this part'of Bengal. 

From the annexed maps it will be seen that four rivers have to be consi- 
dered in this connection, three coming from the west and one from the north. 
These are — (1) the Ganges: (2) the Kdlindn, on which English Bazar now 
stands, with the former site of Gaur a few miles to the south-west : (3) the 
Bhdglrathl, now a mere rivulet running along the western face of Gaur : and 
(4) the Mahdnandd which now^ joins the Kalindri 4 miles north of English 
Bazar, with the town of Old Maldah at the junction, and Pandua 8 miks still 
further to the north. ' 

There can be little doubt that both the present Kalindri and Bhagirathi 
represent former beds of the Ganges, the first-named when the Ganges flowed 
to the north and east of the present site of Gaur, and the Bhagirathi a later 
bed, when the Ganges began to change its course to one further west and 
south. In still earlier times the Ganges probably flownd even further north, 
and— as the name Muralighat, a village 3 miles to the south-west of the Adina 
Mosque, may indicate-— the ancient city of Pandua was situated on its northern 
bank. From Pandua the Ganges then seems to have flowed across the 
southern portion of the present Rajshahi Division, along what is now the 
southern bed of the Atrai River, direct to Dacca and Suvarnagram 
(Sunargaon), keeping the old red alluvium of Northern and Eastern 
Bengal as its northern bank.. The Mahananda then, as now, flowed along 
the western face of Pandua ; so that this city was situated at the junction of 
the two rivers, and served not only as an entrepdt for other Hindu 
settlements to the north and north-east, but also as a military base for 
the control of the territory north of the Ganges. Owing probably to floods 
in Northern Bengal bringing down the Mahananda a quantity of silt, the 
original bed of the Ganges became choked up, with the result that the 
Ganges first moved south into more or less the present bed of the Kalindri, 
the course of the Mahananda being correspondingly lengthened and Pandua 
left some miles away from the Ganges. Still later, this was followed 
by a movement further west and south of the course of the Ganges, which 
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resulted in the formation of the present site of Gaur as a char (island) of the 
Ganges, with the Ganges in the present bed of the Bhagirathi, washing 
the western edge of the From the former name of Lakhnauti, viz., 

Ramavati, the last named event must have been prior to the time of Rama 
Pala, i.e., 1100 A.D. ; but the discovery in 1893 by the late Mr. U. 0. 
Batavyal, i.c.s., Magistrate of Maidah, of a copper-plate grant of land 
dating from the 32iid year of the Buddhist King Dharma Pala {circa 
800 A.D.), which was found in Khali inpur—aZm^ Kholi 'Alampur—a 
village lying 6 miles east of the citadel of Muhammadan Gaur, on 

the opposite side of the great Chatia Bhatia marsh, indicates that 

settlement on the char began at least 300 years before the time of 
Rama Pala.^ Later — ^possibly in early Muhammadan times — the Ganges 
moved still further west to more or less its present course near Rajmahal, 
and as the present narrow Bhagirathi now looks more like an artificial 
canal than a river, it may be conjectured that the Kings of Gaur took 

steps, shortly after the last mentioned change in the course of the Ganges, 

to maintain the connection between the Kalindri to the north and the Ganges 
to the south, by excavating a canal for the purpose of convenient water 
transport from the western side of Gaur, 

The changes in the main water courses— particularly that of the Ganges — 
must in any case have been most detrimental to the health of the inhabitants 
of the area involved, and, as the Khan Sahib points out in his book, they fully 
account for the constant changes of capital that are so marked a feature of 
the entire period of Muslim rule in Bengal. 

IV. I have, in conclusion, to express my best thanks to Shamsul-Ulama 
Dr. Hidayat Husain, Principal of the Calcutta Madrasah, for much assistance 
in the revision of both the manuscript and proofs : to Maulvi Maqbul Ahmad 
of the Arabic Department, Presidency College, for looking up man}?^ refer- 
ences : to Mr. M, 0. Carter, i.o.s.. Settlement Officer, Maldah, for answering 
numerous queries and, in particular, plotting the perimeter walls of Pandua on 
the mauza map : and to Mr. K. K. Bhattasall, Curator, Dacca Museum, not 
only for criticising the first proof, but also for lending some blocks of coins as 
illustrations, from his ‘Coins and Chronology of the Early Independent Sultans 
of Bengal.’ To Messrs. Johnstone and Hofimann, Government is indebted for 
permission to reproduce a selection of their photographs of Gaur and Pandua ; 
and thanks are also due to the authorities of the Calcutta Historical Society 
for permission to utilise blocks that previously served to illustrate some 
notes on Maldah, Gaur and Pandua by the Rev. W. K. Fkmmget in Bemgal : 
Past and Present (Vol. VIII— 1914 — ^pp. 121-125). The three maps, plan of 
the Adina Mosque, and reproduction of inscriptions are the careful work of 
the Survey of India. 

Writers’ Buildings, Calcutta ; 

November ISth^ 1930, ^ ^ H^ 

TSi© 

onginal plate is now ill to Museum of to Varendra Research Society, RajshaM. 
Collotype reproductions of both sides of the plat© are given in Mr. BatavyaFs paper. 
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CHAPTER L 


Brief history of the two Cities— Gaur and Pandua, 


The Conquest oe Bengal by Muhammad -i-Bakhtiyar Khalji. 

^^^AUB, under the names of Ramavati and Lakshmanavati, was prubabiy 
I |h one of the royal capitals of the Pal and Sen Kings, but its recorded 
history does not begin until the Muhammadan conquest of Western 
and Northern Bengal (Rarh and Varendra) by Muhammad-i-Bakhtiyar 
Khalji, the lieutenant of Qutbuddin Aibak of Delhi, in the year 599 of the 
Hijray corresponding with 1202 A.D. Rai Lakshman Sen (better known as 
Lakhan Sen) who had renamed Gaur Lakshmanavati after his own name, was 
then King of Bengal, and Muhammad-i-Bakhtiyar, advancing rapidly by the 
south-easterly road from Bihar, surprised him in his capital of Nadia on the 
Bhagirathi river (now represented by Nabadwip, a littie to the west of 
Krishnagar). Lakiian Sen escaped, first possibly to his other capital at 
Lakshmanavati, and then to Sunargaon in Eastern Bengal where his 
descendants continued to rule for another century. Muhammad-i-Bakhtiyar 
followed him as far as Lakhsmanavati, which was then established as 
the chief seat of Muhammadan power in Bengal and is henceforward 
known by a shortened form of the old name, viz., Lakhnauti. Few 
traces of Sen rule in Gaur and Northern Bengal can now be found, but 
the name of Lakhan Sen’s father Ballal Sen probably still survives in the 
name Ballal Bari or Baghbari, which is applied to the fortified area at the 
northern extremity of Gaur (wde Plate II). 

Lakhan Sen is said to have been a King of considerable power in the 
earlier part of his reign. His territories were invaded by the Musalmans 
when he was 80 years of age. He had three sons, Madhab Sen, Keshab 
Sen and Biswariip Sen, by two wives named Basudevi and Ballava Devi 
Halayudha Misra was his Minister. 

Soothsayers OF Raja Lakhan Sen. 

The Tabaqdt4-NdsirP' says that a number of astrologers and counsellors 
presented themselves before the Raj a, whom the author calls Rai Lakhmaniah, 
and represented to him, that in the books of their ancient sages, it had been 
foretold that the country would fall into the hands of the Toorks (Musalmans), 
and that when that should come to pass, the reigning Raja could do no better 
than consent to his subjects, as well as himself , fleeing elsewhere, so that they 


^Raverty’s Trails., Vol. I, pp. 556-573. 
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might escape from the molestation of the (unclean ones). The 

Raja asked the astrologers whether any token had been given in the ancient 
books with regard to the identity of the leader of the Muslim troops, so that 
he might not be mistaken. The soothsayers replied that the indication of 
this leader would be that, when he stood upright and let his hands hang by his 
sides, his fingers would reach beyond the point of his knee-joints to his calves. 
On receiving this answer, Lakhan Sen deputed trustworthy persons to make 
investigations, who found in Muhammad-i-Bakhtiyar the peculiarity men- 
tioned, and informed the Raja accordingly. 


MUHAMMAD-I-BAKHTiylR’S EASY OONQXTEST OF BENGAL. 

Their report produced a great commotion among the Brahmins and wise 
men, chiefs and lords of the country, who are said to have retired hastily into 
the province of Sankanat (possibly Northern Bengal), the cities and towns of 
Bang (Eastern Bengal), and towards Kamrud (Kamrup, i.e., Assam) ; but Rai 
Lakhmaniah was not then willing to abandon his kingdom. The following 
year after that, Muhammad-i-Bakhtiyar prepared a force and, marching from 
Bihar, suddenly appeared before the city of Nadia. He had advanced so fast 
that no more than 18 horsemen could keep up with him, the other troops 
following far behind. He entered the city unopposed and, as has already 
been stated, captured it in the year 1202 A.D. The Tahaqdt states that Rai 
Lakhmaniah was then sitting in his inner apartment with his food set before 
him on gold and silver plates, when the sudden onrush of Muhammad-i-Bakh- 
tiyar struck terror into his heart and the Raja ran out barefooted and fled.^ 
His treasures, Aarem, slaves, servants and elephants all fell into the raider’s 
hands. Muhammad-i-Bakhtiyar then caused the Kkutbah to be read, and 
coins struck in the name of Qutbuddm Aibak, his immediate superior at Delhi. 
After the conquest of Bengal, Muliammad-i-Bakhtiyar established mosques, 
colleges and rest-houses for dervishes in that province and made Lakhnaut! 
the seat of his government. In 1205 A.D. he led an expedition into Tibet 
which was not successful. In this expedition he suffered much, and, after 
losing many of his soldiers and high officers, ultimately got back to Devkot, 
his northern military outpost near Gangarampur (18 miles south of Dmaj]>ur). 
On arrival at Devkot he fell ill and shut himself up and no more rode out into 
the streets, for w'-henever he did so, widows and orphans of the soldiers and 
officers who had fallen in this unlucky expedition, used to curse and abuse 
him. He died at Devkot after ruling as Governor of Bengal for three years. 
Some say that 'Ali-i-Mardan assassinated him. 


1 There is an interesting drawing by Mr. Snrendra Nath Ganguli of Calcutta which 
illustrates the memorable flight of Raja Lakhan Sen. It shows the venerable monarch 
hardly able to walk, wearing only a single sheet lialf covering his body, and leaning 
on a stick, stealing down his palace stairs to embark in a boat which was ready at the 
foot of the staircase to receive him. The bow of the boat is shaped like a peacock’s head. 



Subsequent histoey oe Bengal. 


From the time of Muhammad-i-Bakhtiyar Khalji (1202-05) down to that 
of Qadar Edian (1325-38) Bengal formed a dependency of the throne of Delhi, 
but after the death of Qadar Khan in 1338 Bengal was ruled by its own Kings 
who were quite independent of the Kings of Delhi. 


Bengal Independent. 

Within the 14 years following 1338 Haji Ilyas brought the whole country 
under his rule and made Pandua — the ancient Hindu city 20 miles north- 
east of Lakhnauti — the capital of Mushm Bengal. It was after this 
change of the seat of Government that he made his stand against the 
powerful invasion of Firuz Shah of Delhi in 1354 at Ekdala, a great earthen 
fort surrounded by marshes, a possible site of which may be the present 
village of Mureha, about 14 miles up-stream from the junction of the 
Kahndri with the Mahananda {vide later p. 23). 

Sikandar Shah I, the son of Ilyas Shah, also made Pandua his seat of Gov- 
ernment which remained with his family till about 1410 when Baja Kans 
(or Ganesh) set up a short succession of puppet kings beginning with Saif uddin 
Hamzah Shah, in whose name he ruled. The Raja’s son Jalaluddin Muham- 
mad {alias Jadu), who had embraced Islam, first came to the throne of Bengal 
in 1415 A.D., and held his court at Pandua, where his tomb — the Eklakhi 
Mausoleum — still forms one of the most picturesque objects of this deserted 
place. 

Changes oe the Capital. 

From Muhammad-i-Bakhtiyar Khialji to Qadar Khan the Viceroys retained 
their capital at Lakhnauti (Gaur), but when the Kings of Bengal established 
their independence they made Firuzabad (Pandua) the seat of Government. 

“The causes of this transfer are nowhere stated; but it was obviously 
connected with the changes in the river courses, making Lakhnauti unhealthy 
and uninhabitable. The various civil wars, with repeated plunderings of the 
city, might have hastened the transfer.”^ 

The return of the capital from Firuzabad to Gaur was probably efiected in 
the reign of Mahmud I (1442-59). This transfer was again largely due to 
physical changes in the locality. “After much fluctuation, the Ganges seems 
to have found a comparatively stable course on the west of the city, and its 
floods probably raised the level of the city on its eastern part. By high em- 
bankments on the east and west, it became now practicable to make the city 


1 Fide Monmoharx Chakravarti’s Notes on Gaur,” etc. {Journal and Proceedings of the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal Yoh Y — 1909 — , NTo. 7, pp. 204-234), 
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habitable ; and the deep stream flowing on the west must have greatly faci- 
litated trade. On the other hand, the river receded from Pandna and made it 
less accessible and more unhealthy. A change in the dynasty also facilitated 
the removal.’'^ 

Sulaiman Kararani subsequently removed the capital from Gaur to Tanda 
(still fmther to the south-west) in 1565. This removal was similarly caused 
by changes in the course of the Ganges, the difficulty of communication, and 
the unhealthiness of Gaur from its malarious surroundings. 

Mun'irn Klian, Khdn4-KMfmn^ the first Viceroy of Akbar, retransferred 
the seat of Government from Tanda to Gaur in 1575, but the rains of that year 
caused an epidemic from which numberless people died and the Viceroy 
himself fell a victim. The seat of Government was then hurriedly taken 
back to Tanda. 

In 1595 Raja Man Singh removed the seal^of Government from Tanda to 
Rajmahal on the other side of the Ganges. Fluctuations in the river course 
were again probably the main cause of the transfer. After the removal of 
the capital, Tanda dwindled away, and was ultimately destroyed by the floods 
of 1826. When Islam Khan was the Subadar of Bengal the scat of Govern- 
ment was transferred to Dacca about 1612. The main reasons for this removal 
was to deal with a fresh Afghan rebellion under ‘Usman, as well as to check 
incursions by the Arakanese. During the Viceroyalty of Prince Shah Shuja‘, 
Rajmahal became again the capital of Bengal. 

In 1660, Mir Jumla, the first Governor of Aurangzib, again transferred the 
capital to Dacca. 

In 1704 Murshid Quli Khan for the last time removed the capital from 
Dacca to Murshidabad, and this place remained the seat of Moslem, rule till 
the battle of Piassey.^ After 1757, Calcutta finally became the capita! of 
Bengal, as well as—untii 1912- — ^the capital of India. 


^M. Chaln*avarti 

It may be noted that according to Cunningham (op, cit, pp. 41 and 113) the name 
Gaur is probably derived from Gur, the common Bengali word for molasses or raw 
sugar. Even now, sugar-can© is extensively grown throughout the area of the 
former province of Gaur (or Varendra, as it was also called), and Cunningham suggests 
the city might have been the mart where ail the sugar of the northern districts was 
collected for exportation. Similarly the name of the pargana Audamhara, in which 
Tanda was situated, was probably derived from the name of a well-known variety of 
sugar-cane. 

A still earlier capital of the province (600 — 800 A.D.) was Paundra Varddhana, 
the present Mahasthan on the river Karatoya, 7 miles north of the modern town of 
Bogra, Cunningham considers that the word Faundra is deprived from Pitndra, tlia 
name of the pale -yellow sugar-can© ; while he connects the name of the western gate 
of Mahasthan, Tamta Darwdzah^ with the red or copper-hiied (temm/ca) sugar-cane. 
He further suggests that the Tamerae, a people placed by Ptolemy (writing about 
150 A.D.) to the east of the head of the Gangetic delta, were the inhabitants of Varendra 
and that their capital, Tagma Metropolis, was Mahasthan. — H. E. S. 



CHAPTER IL 


A short account of the more important Viceroys and Kings of 
G^ur and Pandua. 

FTEE the death of Muhammad-i-Bakhtiyar Khalji, Tzzuddin Muhammad 
-i-Shiraii (1205-08), Ali-i-Mardan (1208-11) and Ghiyasuddin ‘Iwaz 
^ ^ (1211-26) successively ruled as Viceroys of Lakhnauti. Ghiyasud- 

din built a fort at Bisan-Kot (now Murcha Bishnupur on the Kalindri River) 
and completed the construction of Muhammad-i-Bakhtiyar’s road from Lakh- 
naur (identified by Cunningham with Kankjol, 16 miles south of Rajmahal) 
to Devkot via Lakhnauti. ^ He adorned the city of Gaur by building several 
edifices there. ^ He also compelled the Kings of Kamrup, Mithila and Orissa 
to pay tribute to the court of Gaur: 

NlsiRUDDiN Mahmud Shah (1226-29), and his successors. 

Ghiyasuddin was defeated and killed by Nasiruddin Mahmud, second son 
of Sultan Iltamish, King of Delhi. Nasiruddin after a reign of throe years 
died^ and was succeeded by Malik 'Alaudd in Jani (1229), Saifuddin (1229-33) 
and Izzuddin Tughril (1233-44) successively. During the Viceroyalty of 
•Tzzuddin the Hindu King of Orissa blockaded the city of Gaur, but was 
driven back with the help of a force sent by the famous Queen of Delhi, 
Riziya Begam. Forty years later, in the reign of Sultan Balban of Delhi, 
another Tughril (who styled himself Mughisuddin) assumed the sovereignty 
of Gaur in defiance of the supreme power of Delhi. Upon this, Sultan 
Ghiyasuddin Balban invaded Bengal in person, killed Tughril, and 
bestowed the kingdom of Lakhnauti on his son, Bughra Khan, who is 
better known in history as Sultan Nasiruddin. He ruled in Lakhnauti 
for 9 years (1283-91). His son Muizuddin Kaiqobad ascended the throne 
of Delhi after the death of Sultan Balban, while the father remained content 
with the Governorship of Bengal. After Bughra Khan came, in succession, 
his two sons, Ruknuddin (1291-1301) and Shamsuddin Firuz Shah 
(1301-1322), and four grandsons Jalaluddin Mahmud ( 1307 U 5 Shihabuddin 
(1317-18), Ghiyasuddin (1310-23 and 1325-28) and Nasiruddin (1324.26), 


part of this road is still to be seen to the west of English Bazar {vide PL II). This 
road, or rather embankment, to some extent obviated the difficulty of communication 
in the rains when all the cotmt'ry lay submerged under water. 

^Minhaj-i-Siraj, author of the visited Lakhnauti in 641 A.H, (1243 

A.D.) and noted the material improvements effected by Ghiyasuddin. 

^The body of Nasiruddin, who died at Gaur, was sent to Delhi where it was buried 
thi'ee miles to the west of the Qutb Minar. Tliis tomb is known there as the shrine of 
Sultan GhM. Nasiruddin is referred to in the inscription as Muluh ash-Sharq^^ 

(^K'ing; of Kings' of the. East’). ^ 
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of whom all but the last were practically independent and minted coins in 
their own names. Jalaluddin and Ghiyasuddin were permitted to strike coins 
by their father Shamsuddin Firuz Shah during his life time, so may be 
regarded as joint rulers. After the accession of Sultan Muhammad Tughlaq 
to the throne of Delhi Governors were also appointed in Bengal, one of 
whom was Qadar KhM (1325-38). 

Owing to the tyranny and cruelty of Sultan Muhammad Tughlaq and the 
frequent outbreaks of famine, the Delhi Empire had become too weak to hold 
firmly outlying Provinces. Malik Fakhruddin, one of the Amirs of Qadar 
Khan, proclaimed his independence at Sunargaon (in Eastern Bengal) —pro- 
bably in 1338 — under the title of Fakhruddin Mubarak Shah; and shortly after- 
wards ‘All Mubarak, another Amir, killed Qadar Khan and became for a short 
time King of Lakhnauti under the title of ‘Alauddin Abul Muzaffar 'All Shah. 
He in turn was slain by one Ilyas, who thereafter ruled over Northern and 
Western Bengal under the title of Shamsuddin Ilyas Shah. Sultan Fakh- 
ruddin continued to reign at Sunargaon till 1349 when he died and was sue - 
ceed3d by his son Ikhtiyaruddin Ghazi Shah : but two or three years later, in 
1352, the latter seems to have been conquered by Ilyas Shah, who thus at last 
became King of the whole of Bengal. 



Fig . 1 . — Goins of Ikhtiyaruddin GhazI Shah 
(Left 753 A.H. : Right 750 A.H. : both of Sunargaon). 


Regarding these rival Kings, the Biydzn-s-Saldim has the foliowing : — • 

“ It is said that Malik ‘Ali Mubarak, who, as King, was styled Sultan ‘Ala- 
uddin, was one of the trusted servants of Malik Firuz [subsequently Firuz 
Shah III of Delhi] and Malik Firuz was a brother’s son of Sultan Ghiyasuddin 
Tughlaq Shah, and a paternal cousin of Sultan Muhammad Shall, who, in the 
first year of his reign, made Malik Firuz his chief executive officer {N(Vib Bdrbal ') . 
Now at this time, Haji Ilyas, the foster-brother of ‘Ali Mubarak, did some- 
thing wicked and fled from Delhi. Malik Firuz asked ‘Ali Mubarak what 
had become of Haji Ilyas. ‘Ali Mubarak went in search of him : and when he 
found no trace of him, he told Malik Firuz that Haji Ilyas had run away. 
Firuz scolded him and told him to leave his presence. ‘Ali Mubarak then 
started for Bengal. On his way, he had a dream and saw the n vered saint 
Makhdum Jalaluddin Tabrizi, .. . .who said to him, T will give thc^e the kingdom 
of Bengal, but thou wilt have to build me a shrine.’ ‘ Ali ^Muliarak put the 
finger of acceptance on his eye, and asked where it was to be built. The saint 
replied, Tn tb® tow of Pandua, at a place where thou wilt see three bricks 


MEMOIRS OP GAUR AND PANDTJA, 


21 


one over the other, and below them a fresh rose of one hundred petals/ When 
‘All Mubarak arrived in Bengal he entered the service of Qadar Khan [the 
Imperial Governor of Lakhnanti], and ultimately received the command 
{bakshhlgan) of the army. But when Fakhruddin revolted against Qadar 
Khan, and, after killing his master, proclaimed himself King, ‘Ali Mubarak 
also proclaimed himseK King, under the title of Sultan ‘Alauddin. He then 
made war upon Fakhruddin, and avenged (the murder of) his master. Posting 
a garrison in Lakhnauti, ‘Alauddin marched to subjugate other parts of Bengal ; 
but from the time he introduced the Khutbah, and struck coins in his own name, 
he became intoxicated with luxury and success and thus forgot the instruction 
of the saint. One night Jalaluddin again appeared to him and said, ‘O 
‘Alauddin, thou art now King of Bengal, but thou hast forgotten my word.’ 
The King next day searched for the bricks, and found them just as the saint 
had described. There he built a shrine, traces of which still exist to this day. 
Now about this time Haji Ilyas also arrived in Pandua. Sultan ‘Alauddm 
put him into prison for some time ; but, at last, at the request of his mother 
who had been Sultan ‘Alauddin’s foster mother, he set him at liberty, and 
giving him a post, allowed him to come to court, Haji Ilyas in a short time 
found means to gain over the army, killed Alauddin with the help of the eu- 
nuchs and proclaimed himself King under the name of Shamsuddin Bhangra.”^ 


Shamsuddin Ilyas Shah (1339-58). 

After the year 1352, when Ilyas Shah became King of the whole of Bengal, 
the country attained great prosperity. He extended his kingdom further 
west as far as the territory of Benares. This led the Emperor Firuz Shah III 


^This name is incorrect, being only a nickname to indicate liis addiction to 

hashish, a preparation of hemp {bhang). Ilyas’ full regnal title was Shamsudduniya wa-d- 
din Abnl’Miizaffar Ilyas Shah. 

The account of the Riydz is valuable, in showing the previous relation of Alauddin, 
Shamsuddin and Fimz Shah, but probably does not give the entire story. The 16th 
Cent. Persian Ms., which was obtained by Buchanan Hamilton from Pandua, states 
that the reason for which Alauddin had to leave Delhi was that his foster brother Haji 
Ilyas had seduced one of Firuz’s women. Firuz sent Alauddin to the Governor of 
Bengal (called in the Ms. Azmat Khan^ — ? A*zamu-1-Mulk, Muhammad bin Tughlaq’s 
Governor of Satgaon) and on the way he met Shaikh Jalal Tabrizi who prophesied that 
he would be King and requested that Alauddin would then bestow an endowment on 
him. On arriving in Bengal, Alauddin (in order presumably to prevent himself from 
being killed or otherwise punished) at once killed the Governor and having seized the 
sovereignty styled himself Muhhtdr. [This oflfice he is said to have held for the. im- 
possible period of 20 years.] 

As Alauddin probably neglected the Saint, Shah Jalal is said to have then assisted 
Shamsuddin to kill Alauddin, after which Shamsuddin assumed the title of King, and 
fixed the seat of his Government at Pandua. There Shamsuddin built a great palace, 
and he also made war on Ibrahim, the Governor of Bihar. This, and other matters, caused 
his old master Firuz Shah (who became Emperor of Delhi in 1351) to invade Bengal, as is 
narrated subsequently."— H. E. S. 
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of Bellii to declare war against him. The Emperor reached Bengal in 1354 
and Ilyas having abandoned the city of Pandna took refuge in the fort of 
Ekdala. In a battle that followed the son of Ilyas Shah was captured by 
the Emperor, and, according to Shams-i-SiraJ Afif, the death roll of Bengal 
soldiers amounted to one hundred and eighty thousand. The weeping 
wives of the soldiers, says the historian, appeared on the ramparts of Ekdala 
with their veils removed, at which the Emperor relented and ordered hosti- 
lities to cease. While the siege of Ekdala was going on a Faqir nmied Raja 
Biyabani, who was greatly revered by Ilyas Shah, died. Ilyas, on hearing of 
the death of the Faqir, came out of the besieged fort in the garb of a mendi- 
cant, and after performing the funeral ceremonies of the Faqlr, actually inter- 
viewed the Emperor in his camp, and then returned to Ekdala. The Emperor 
afterwards came to learn of all this and is said to have been greatly pleased 
at the boldness of Ilyas, The war closed with a peace, by which Ilyas Shah 
was made to pay tribute to the Emperor, who ordered the release of Ilyas 
Shah's son and the other captives. 



Fig, -Coins of ShamsuddIn Ilyas Shah. 


Obverse. — As-Sultm al-^Adil Shamsudduniyd ivaddln Abiil Muzaffar 
Ilyas Shah As-Sultmi. 

HeversQ.—Sikandar ath-thdm Ya^nmul-Khildfai Ndsir Aimnd- 
Milmimn. 

Margin of Reverse of right hand coin : — 

hi-Hazmt JaJdl Sundrgdnw sanah thalatk wa Jchmnmn wyi 
saba' inVatin (Mint Stmdrgdnw : Year 753 AM,). 

From the dates given by the author of the Tabaqat^-Akbarl it appears that 
Firuz Shah took about five months to reach Ekdala from Delhi and that, after 
stopping in Bengal for about two months, he took three and a half months 
more in going back to Delhi. 

As regards the identification of the site of the strong fort at Ekdala the 
following statements are useful 

Ziyauddin Barani states that it was near Pandua, The author of the Riydz 
on the other hand apparently thinks that it wa« close to Gaur, and states that 
Husain Shah later made it his favourite residence in preference to both Gaur 
and Pandua. Shams-i-Siraj ‘Afif refers to the ‘ islands of Ekdrda.’ The site 
of Ekdala might be definitely settled by finding the tomb of Makhdiim Shaikh 
Raja Biyabani, for it was probably near Ekdala, seeing that Haj! Ilyas 
came out of the fort in disguise and attended the funeral while he was besieged 
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by Firuz Shah, As the situation of Biyabim’s tomb has now been identified 
at Bolbari, about four miles east of the Adina Mosque, it may fairly be said 
that the fort Ekdala must have been close to Pandua : and the most probable 
site seems to the writer to be the old fort of Bisan-Kot or Kalapahar-garhi 
at Murcha, which was built by Ghiyasuddin *Iwaz, and is eight miles west of 
Pandua. The descriptions of the fort of Ekdala given by the old historians 
are also exactly applicable to the present site, viz., the place is still surround- 
ed by an earthen rampart and the central portion is just like an island. It has 
a hig jhU on the north side extending a long distance from east to west and 
it was formerly protected by the dense jungle of Ekbanna on the west side. 
It was also connected with the river Kalindri to the south by a water- 
course. According to Eirishta, the place was about seven to from the Ganges 
which is still more or less the case. It is said that Eiruz Shah encamped 
on the plain of Chauduar on the east side of Murcha, where certain 
mounds still exist indicating the emplacements of his guns,^ 

The TUydzus-Soldtln says that after the struggle with Eiruz Shah Saltan 
Shamsuddin sent envoys to the court of Delhi on several occasions. The 
last was in 758 A.H. (1357 A.D.) — evidently early in the year— when he sent 
Malik Tajuddin with many presents and gifts. In return Sultan Eiruz Shah 
sent from Ddhi Arab and Turkish horses, together with other valuable pre- 
sents. Before, however, they could arrive Sultan Shamsuddin had died in 
Bengal. The appearance of coins of his son Sikandar Shah in the same year 
confirms this conclusion. 

Sikandar Shah I (1358-90). 

Sikandar Shah is said to have been four cubits (six feet) in height according 
to the measure of his own arm, from which he is commonly known as Sikandar- 
i-Chowhatta. Eiruz Shah again invaded Bengal in the year after Sikandar 

^If the suggestion that Murcha-Ekdala be correct, it implies that Ilyas Shah, 
instead of retiring, admnced to occupy a position that would cover both Gaur and Pandua. 
It also explains why Pandua was not plundered. The chief objection is that the name 
Ekdala does not seem to be still applied to any place in the vicinity of Murcha. Moreover, 
as the Ms. from Pandua, from which the account of Bengal history given by Buchanan 
Hamilton and Prancklin is derived, states that Ilyas Shah retired to Ghordghdt^ I am more 
inclined to agree with Westmacott (J. A. S. B., 1874, pp, 244-245) that Ekdala is the 
place of that name in the Dinajpur district, 15 miles west of Ghoraghat and 23 miles 
north of Pandua. Part of this site is still called Qasbah (citadel) ; and I have recent- 
ly confirmed m situ not only Westmacott ’s suggestion that this site is really the Ekdala 
of history (which, according to the Eiydz, Hasain Shah made his favourite residence and 
from which he went every year on foot to Pandua, to visit the shrine of Hur Qutb), but 
also Buchanan Hamilton’s statement that Husain Shah had another residence at a 
place — still called Chhota Parua — near Raiganj, 18 miles further from this Ekdala to 
the north. 

Bolbari is a local name for the village Balihari, but, as was pointed out to me by 
Mr. M. Garter, I.O.S., Settlement Officer, Maldah, the grave in question is at the village 
of Almaspur, immediately to the north. The saint is called by the villagers Hazrat 
Biyabani, or ‘Sekra Pir’.— H. E. S. 
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Shah’s accession hut was bought of! by a present of 40 elephants and other 
gifts, and thereafter the reign of Sikandar Shah was one of great peace and 
prosperity. He spent many years of his reign in building the Adina Mosque. 



Mg. S . — Obverses op two coins op Sikandar Shah in the Indian 
Museum Cabinet, the first with Mint Chawalistan or Kambu : 

THE second op Sun ARGANW. Date IN both cases 759 A.H. 

Reading of area;— Fawin KhaUfat AUahi 
Ndsir Amiful-Muminln. 

Reading of margin: — Darh hddha^ssikkah 
Mulk Chawalistan ^urf ^Arsah Kdmrii [Tight 
hand coin Hazrat Jaldl S^mdrgdmi.'] sanah 
tisa^ wa khamsin iva sah^a mVatin. 

Ghiyasxjddin A^zam Shah (1390-1410). 

Ghiyasuddin was in revolt against his father Sikandar Shah in Eastern 
Bengal for some years before he came to the throne. He ultimately 
marched against his father and attacked him with a large army at 
Goalpara (possibly the village three miles to the south-west of the Adina 
Mosque) where Sikandar Shah was killed about the year 1390.^ 

‘Anecdotes of GHiylsuDDiN. 

Ghiyasuddin was a good ruler and adhered strictly to the injunctions of the 
Qur'an. In proof of this the following anecdotes are related of him in the 
Riymu-s-Salatm. One day, while the King was amusing himself in the prac- 
tice of archery, one of his arrows by chance Avounded a boy, the son of a widow. 
The woman immediately repaired to the tribunal of the Qazi (Judge) Sirajud- 
din, and demanded justice. The Judge was perplexed and said to himself, 
'' If I summon the King to my Court, I shall run the risk of being disol>eyed, 
and if I pass over his transgression, I shall be one day summoned before the 
Court of Allah to answer for my neglect of duty.” iVfter much reflection he 
ordered a peon to go and summon the King to answer the complaint of the 
woman. The peon, finding access to the King impossible, ascended the minaret 
of the mosque adjoining the palace, and at an improper hour called the people 


'^'Vide infra, p. 140, and note. 
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to prayers. The King, hearing his voice, ordered some of his guards to bring 
before him the man who thus made a mockery of religion. 

When the peon was brought into the Boyal presence, he briefly related the 
circumstances, and concluded by summoning His Majesty to the Qazi’s tri- 
bunal. The King instantly obeyed, and the Judge, without paying him any 
mark of respect, said to him in a tone of authority, You have wounded the 
son of this poor widow, and you must therefore immediately make her adequate 
compensation, or suffer the sentence of the Law.” The King bowed, and 
turning to the woman gave her such a sum of money as satisfied her : after 
which he said, Worthy Judge, the complainant has forgiven me.” The Qazi 
asked the woman if this was a fact, and if she was satisfied. The woman said, 
“ Yes, I am satisfied.” The Qazi then came down from his tribunal, and made 
his obeisance to the Edng, who, drawing a sword from beneath his garment, 
said, Qazi, in obedience to your commands as the expounder of the Sacred 
Law, I came instantly to your tribunal ; but if I had found that you deviated 
in the smallest degree from its ordinances, I swear that with this sword I would 
have taken off your head. I return thanks to Allah that matters have thus 
happily terminated, and that I have in my dominions a Judge who acknow- 
ledges no authority superior to the Law.” The Judge taking up a scourge said, 
‘‘ I also swear by Almighty Allah that if you had not complied with the in- 
junctions of the Law, this scourge would have made your back red and black ; 
it has been a day of trial for us both,” and he added ‘‘ A calamity has come but 
it has ended well.” The King was greatly pleased and handsomely rewarded 
the upright Judge. 

Ghiyasuddin was of a gay and convivial disposition, but once, when in 
Eastern Bengal, having for some time suflered from a severe illness, he 
despaired of his life and directed that when he was dead three of his favourite 
concubines, whose names were Sarv (Cypress), Oul (Rose) and Ldlah {Tulip), 
should wash his body. The King soon afterwards recovered, but the other 
women of the karm, being envious of the favourites, conferred on them 
the opprobrious title of “ Ghassalah ” (Washers of the Lead). In con- 
sequence of this the favourites complained to the King, who, after thinking 
for some time, uttered the following extempore hemistich Hadls-i- 

Sarv u Qul u Ldlah Mlrawad'^ [Cup bearer! this is the story of 
the /Surt; (Cypress), the (Rose) and the (Tulip)]. But in spite 

of several attempts, he could not finish the verse, nor could any of 
the poets of his Court, to his satisfaction. He therefore wrote out the 
hemistich and sent it, accompanied with a valuable present, by the hands 
of a special messenger, to the celebrated poet Hafiz of Shiraz, in Persia, 
in the year 1388. The messenger was also authorised to offer the poet any 
terms that might induce him to come and reside at the Court of Bengal. 
It is said that as soon as the messenger arrived in Shiraz, the poet, without 
having been informed of any of the circumstances, but as if by inspiration, 
uttered the second hemistich. In bahs bd Saldsil-Lghassdla mlrawad ” 
(This story relates to the three bathers). After this, Hafiz composed a Ohazal^ 
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still to be found in his Diwan, each verse of which terminates with the word 
mlrmvad. The original Persian text of the Ghazal is given below : followed by 
H. Bicknell’s free translation of the first three verses, the fifth, and the last 
verse of the poem — 

' ^ * f. 

^SUj (3 

w 

^ L5'^ 

^ . i 

0)jX^ /Cj ^ 

dJKii a3 ih. — ^ ^“5 

w 

v_J^ ^Uj ^ 

<jJl — -^0 ^ 43^6 (J^ 

it ^ J| ^ ^ 

tfJiJ ^03 ^4) sol — 3 dJ|; J; 

^ ) 

0^— ~Ji/® <j-«— Joi.)A 3 » 

O5A/0 <d|j‘ ji ^1 p.;i j( 

^.3} t^O i^JSUjc j 

<jkjl— -iacv-^ j iSixJUJ 

^^30 ^UoIUm 3 


Saq! ! The cypress, rose, and tulip our gay 
discourse inspires : 

With brimming cups that thrice are emptied, 
the topic fails to tire. 

Drink wine 1 our blooming bride, the meadow, 
shines forth in beauty's height ; 

No need of the Dalilah’s practice while 
days like these delight. 
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How happy in their sugar-pecking these 
Indian parrots all, 

Who banquet on this Persian candy 
transmitted to Bengal. 

Prom the Shah’s garden, rich with flowers, 
the breeze of spring time blows, 

And wine within the tulip’s chalice, 
from limpid dew drops flows. 

: ' ^ ^ ❖ 

O Hafiz for the love thou bearest 
Sultan Ghiyasuddin, 

Break silence ; for complaining only 
can make thy lot serene. 

Though Hafiz probably desired to accept the invitation he feared the trouble 
of the long journey, and finally declined the King’s offer to reside at his court. 

Sultan Ghiyasuddin was a fellow student of Hazrat Nur Qutbul ‘Alam 
later p. 106) : they both studied Theology under a teach'er called 
Hamiduddin. 


Successors OF Ghiyasuddin. 

After Ghiyasuddin’s death, a short period of Hindu domination seems to 
have begun, though Ghiyasuddin was actually succeeded by his son Saifuddin 
Hamzah Shah. Saifuddin reigned for only a short time— possibly 1411-12* 
On the coins he is called Saifuddin Abul Mujahid Hamzah Shah, son of A^zam 
Shah. The coins issued by him were struck at Firuzabad (or Panduah). 

After Saifuddin, a certain Shamsuddin alias Shihabuddin Bayazid Shah 
came to the throne — possibly for two or three years (1412-14). In 817 A.H. 
(1414 A.D.) the coinage shows that "Alauddin Firuz Shah succeeded his father 
Shihabuddin, but apparently he only survived for a short period — ^perhaps 
less than one year (vide the coins of Bayazid and Firuz Shah, illustrated by 
Nalini Kanta Bhattasali in his ''Coins and Chronology of the Early Independ- 
ent Sultans of Bengal,” Plates VI and VII). The last three Kings were 
probably only puppets of a certain Eaja Kans, or Ganesh, who had obtained 
control of Bengal after the death of Ghiyasuddin. He began to oppress the 
Muhammadans, and his wholesale murders and other acts of cruelty so 
strained the patience and forbearance of Hazrat Nur Qutbul 'Alam 
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who was the spiritual leader both of the late King and his Musalman 
subjects, that the Saint invited Sultto Ibrahim Sharqi of Jaunpiir to 
invade the country. The latter with a powerful army reached Bengal 
and encamped at Firuzpur (Old Maldah). Raja Kans, on hearing 
this news, was terror-stricken, and hastened to wait on the Saint 
Qutbul ‘Alam, Showing submissiveness and humility, and weeping, 
the Raja said, “Pray draw the pen of forgiveness across the page of 
the offences of this sinner, and dissuade Sultan Ibrahim from, subjugating 
this country.” The Saint replied, “ In order to intercede on behalf of an 
oppressive infidel, I cannot stand in the way of a Musalman Sovereign, 
especially of one who has come at my request and desire.” In despair, Raja 
Kans bowed his head to the feet of the Saint, and said, “ Whatever the Saint 
may bid, I am willing to submit thereto.” The Saint replied, “ So long 
as thou dost not embrace Islam, I cannot intercede for thee.” The 
Raja at first agreed to this condition, but later his wife, “ casting that 
misguided man into the well of misguidance ”, prevented his conversion to 
Islam. At last Raja Kans brought into the presence of the Saint his son 
named Jadu who was twelve years old, and said, “I have become old, and 
desire to retire from the world. You may convert to Islam this son of mine, 
and then bestow on him the kingdom of Bengal.” The Saint thereupon con- 
verted Jadu to Islam, and naming him Jalaluddm, had the fact proclaimed 
in the city, and caused the Khutbah of the kingdom of Bengal to be recited in 
his name. The ordinances of Muhammadan law from that day were again 
put in force, and the saint Qutbul 'Alam went to meet Sultan Ibrahim. After 
making apologies, he begged Sultan Ibrahim to withdraw, whereupon the 
Sultan returned in great annoyance to Jaunpiir. 

Raja Kans, shortly after the Sultan of Jaunpur had left Bengal, displaced 
Sultan Jalaluddin, and himself re-ascended the throne. According to the in- 
junctions of his creed, the Raja prepared several large gold figures of cow^s, and 
having passed Jalaluddin through their hollow interiors, he then distributed 
the gold of those cow figures among the Brahmins, thus in theory reconverting 
his son to his own creed. As, however, Jalaluddm had been converted by the 
Saint Qutbul ‘Alam, he did not abandon his faith in Islam, and the persua- 
sions of the infidels had no effect on his heart. His father Raja Kans, on the 
other hand, again unfurling the standard of misbehaviour, attempted to des- 
troy and extirpate Muhammadans. At length his emissaries killed Shaikh 
Anwar, son of the Saint himself, and it is said that, on the very day and at the 
very moment when Anwar was murdered at Sunargaon, Raja Kans died. 
According to some accounts, his son Jalaluddin, who had been put in prison, 
conspired with his father’s servants, and slew him.^ 

The period from 818 A.H. to 821 A.H. (1415-18 A.D.) is very obscure, but 
possibly Raja Kans (or Ganesh) actually seized the throne under the title of 


Khan Bahadur AbduB-Salam’s translation, pp. 11(5-17 (slightly 

summarised). 
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Banuja Marddana Deva after tke withdrawal of Sultan Ibrahim. Goins of 
Danuja Marddana appeared from the Pandua, Sunargaon and Ghittagong mints 
and are dated 1339 and 1340 in the Saha era (820-21 A.H.). As he is followed 
in 1340 Saha by another Hindu King called Mahendra Deva who minted 
coins both at Pandua and Chittagong it has been suggested that the coins of 
this King may be those of Kans’ son Jadu, before he reverted to Muham- 
madanism.^ It may be noted in this connection that Stewart supposes that 
Jadu was the eldest son of Baja Kans by a Muhammadan wife. Firishta 
calls Jadu by the name of Jatmall, and Blochmann notes the existence of a 
village called Jatmallpur, a little east of Dinajpur, as possibly embodying 
this name of Ktos’ son. The present name of the Rajshahi Division may 
also allude to the fact that Kans was both a Raja and a Shah. 



Fig. 4 . — Coin of Danuja Mabddana Deva. 


Obverse. 

Srt Sri Da 
~nuja Mardda 
^na Devasya. 

Margins of reverse— 

Top — Sahdbcd. 
Eight : 1340. 
Bottom : Pan. it. 
Left ; Nagardt. 


Be verse. 

Sri Ghandl 
Charana Pa 
-rdyana. 


^No facts are at present known by wMch tiiis theory can be either proved or dis- 
proved. All that is certain is that Mahendra’s coins were not minted after 821 A.H. and 
that from the same year Jadu seems to have reassumed the sovereignty of Bengal as a 
Muhammadan and again struck coins imder the name of Jalaluddin. Although the coins 
minted by Jalaluddin in 821 A.H. are similar in type to those of Mahendra, this constitutes 
no proof of the identity of Mahendra with Jalaluddin : while if the Riydz's story of Jalal- 
uddin’s anti-Hindu bias is correct, it is incredible that he could ever have consented 
to pose as a Hindu King. It seems more probable that Mahendra was a brother of Jadu 
and succeeded Baja Kans on the throne for a short time after his father’s death, with 
the help of the leading Hindu Cloiefs. I have dealt with the historical information that 
can be gathered from a study of the coins of Danuja Marddana and Mahendra in the 
1930 Presidential address to the Numismatic Society of India. H, E. S. 
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Jfa'l'atoddirt 


Obveree. 

Jalaludduniyd 
waddm Abul Muzaffar 
Muhammad Shah 
As-Sultdn, 


Margin of B e verse— - 
Top ; Dar’’. 

X Sanah thamdn. 
Bottom : 

Bight: : ^ Wa tkatmn mi'atm, 
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jALALXjDDiN Mdhammad Shah (1415-31). 


Jadu Jalaludclin, when he again became King, recalled the learned and holy 
men who had been dispersed on account of the cruelty and oppressions of his 
father and showed them consideration and honour. He is said to have re- 
venged himself on the Brahmins who had shared the golden cows after his 
father’s attempt to reconvert him, by making them eat beef, and to have been 
very zealous throughout his reign in the conversion of Hindus to Muham- 
madanism. During his reign the government acquired great stability and 
power and the town of Pandua became extremely populous. Jalaluddin 
is said to have built several edifices both in Gaur and Pandua, and, when 
he died in 1431 A.D., he was buried in the famous Eklakhi Mausoleum at 
Pandua. The full title he used on his coins was Jalaludduniya waddin 
Abul Muzaffar (or Mujahid) Muhammad Shah as-Sultan. 


Fig. 5 . — Corns of JalaluodIn Muhammad Shah 
R eading of No. 8. 


'Nmir ' ' 
Amtrul^Mumintn 
Gimuthuldshhn 
wahMiidiniin. ' , 
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Ahmad Shah (1431-42). 

He was succeeded by bis son, Alimad Shah, who was a great tyrant and 
wantonly butchered men and women, so that the people became disaffected. 
At last ShadI Khan and Nasir Khan, who were nobles of his court, assassinated 
him and the latter seized the throne. He was however soon slain by his fellow 
conspirators. 


Nasieuddin Mahmud Shah (1442-59). 

After Nasir Khan was killed, the nobles raised to the throne a descendant 
of Sultan Shamsuddin Ilyas Shah, called Mahmud, who assumed the regnal 
title of Nasiruddin. He recalled those courtiers who had left the country 
during the reign of Ahmad Shah, and the reputation of his excellent qualities 
attracted people to his dominions from other territories. The Fort at Gaur 
and other buildings there wore probably erected by him, and he enjoyed a 
long and undisturbed reign. The very high standard of beauty in lapidary 
inscriptions that was again reached in the time of Mahmud Shah, and 
of his successors during the next 25 years, may be seen from the reprcduc- 
tions given in Plates VI, IV and III. 

Bakbak Shah (1459-74). 

After Nasiruddin, his son, Ruknuddin Barbak Shah, ascended the throne. 
He was an excellent ruler. During his reign, both his subjects and the army 
were in a happy and prosperous condition. 

From Barbak Shah’s coins and inscriptions, his full title appears to have 
been Ruknuddumya waddin Abul Mujahid Barbak Shah, His reign 
probably commenced in 864 A.H. (1459 A.D.), but— as appears from the 
inscription, published in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal for 1870 
(p. 290) — before that he ruled as Governor of South-Western Bengal in 
860 A.H. (1455 A.D.). The Dinajpur inscription (Journal of the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal, 1873, p. 272) proves that Barbak Shah undoubtedly reigned 
as King in Bengal from the beginning of 865 A.H. (1460 A.D.). 

Yusuf Shah (1474-81). 

Barbak was succeeded by his son Yusuf Shah. This Sultan is said to 
have been a sovereign of mild temper, a benefactor of his people, just, 
learned and religious. He was fond of putting up particularly large inscrip- 
tions in mosques; e.g., those given later on page 77 (and Plate III), and 
page 116. From these it will be seen that his full name was Shamsudduniya 
waddin Abul Muzaffar Yusuf Shah ; and he appears to have reigned from 
879 to 886 A.H. (1474-8t^ 
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Fath Shah (1481 -86). 

Snltan Path Shah, a son of Nasiruddin, may be said to have been the 
next King of Bengal, as owing to the fact that Ynsiif Shah’s son, Sikandar, 
had a touch of lunacy, he was only allowed to reign for half a day. Path 
Shah was learned and wise, and ruled in accordance with the principles of 
his predecessors.^ It is stated that he was killed by Barbak, a eunuch- 
slave, who seized the throne under the title of Sultan Sliahzada Barbak, 
though no coins minted by this man are known. Barbak filled the court 
with low class people, and after a reign of nearly eight months was put to 
death by a negro General called Malik Andil, who then occupied the throne 
under the title of Saifuddin Firuz Shah. 


SatpubbIn' Firttz'Shah (1486-89).' ; : : 

Under the just and beneficent rule of Firuz Shah his subjects enjoyed a 
happy life. He was beloved for his generosity by the common people and 
soldiery : none of the Afghan or Turkish chiefs dared to rebel against him. 


Anecdote of Firm SMh. 

The following anecdote illustrates his liberality: On some public occasion 
the King having ordered a lakh of rupees to be distributed to the poor, the 
ministers thought he was being too generous, owing to either his lack of know- 
ledge of the value of money, or of the amount he had ordered to be paid. They, 
therefore, piled up the money in a heap in the hope that he would notice it 
and be surprised at the quantity of the silver coins. When the King entered 
the apartment and saw the heap of money he asked why it was put there ; and 
on being told it w^as the sum he had that morning ordered to be given to the 
poor, he said : /'Is this all ? It is too little ; add another lakh.'’ Tlieminis- 
ters were astonished at his prodigality, but were obliged to conform to his 
wishes. A mosque was constructed at Gaur in Firuz Shah’s reign, and ano- 
ther mosque inscription, bearing his name, has been found at the Katrd at 
Old Maldah (vide Ravenshaw’s Qomt, Plate 49, No. 8). He reigned nearly 
three years, and died a natural death in 895 A.H. (A.D. 1489). 


^From coins and inscriptions (€.gf., Joamaro/ the ximalic Society of Bengal^ 1S73, 
pp. 281-6), his full regnal title is seen to have been Jalaludduniya waddln Abid Muzaffar 
Path Shah. Some of his coins were striick at Fathabad (Farldpur town) in 886 and 
892 A.H. (1481 and 1486 A.D.), and one in the Indian Museum cabinet, dated 8S[-]A.H., 
has the Mint name Muharnmadabad, which may indicate that Fath Shah’s capital was 
situated at the northern end of the Sugar Dighl — vide note 1, p. 02, infra. An inscrip- 
tion in which his learning is eulogised will be found on p. 87 (note), with a reproduc- 
tioninPlate:iV.— H. E. S. ; , 
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Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah II (1489-90). 

Sultan Mahmud Shah; the eldest son of Firuz Shah, was placed on the throne 
after his father’s death, but after a nominal reign of one year he was assassinated 
by another negro called Sidi Badr who usurped the throne under the title of 
Miizaffar Shah* 


Shamsxjddin Mtjzaeear Shah (1490-93). 

Muzalfar Shah is said to have been a very cruel king. He put to death all 
men who were dissatisfied with him. At last Saiyid Husain,^ who was his 
Wazlr (Minister), in conjunction with the other Amirs revolted, and after 
killing MuzaSar in battle, assumed the sovereignty imder the name of 
^Aiauddin Husain Shah. The inscription belonging to a Jdmi‘ Mosque 
which may have been the one recorded by the author of the Riydz as 
having been built by Muzahar Shah at Gaur will be found printed (with 
a slightly incorrect translation) in the Proceedings of the Asiatic Society 
of Bengal for December, 1890 (p. 242). The slab is now lying in the 
garden of the District Magistrate at Maldah. Several other beautiful 
inscriptions bearing the name of this King are also known (e.g., w/m. 
p. 114). 

Husain Shah (1493-1519). 

Husain Shah was King of Bengal from 1493 A.D. to 1519 A.D. He belonged 
to a very high and respectable family, and was unequalled in learning and 
personal qualities. During his reign, Bengal was in a highly flourishing 
and prosperous condition, and innumerable Musalmans of all orders poured 
into it from other provinces of India and elsewhere. He is said to have 
endowed the shrine of the Saint Nur Qutbul ‘Alam at Pandua with the 
revenue of many villages. In the reign of Husain Shah, many rich men 
inhabited Gaur, and the use of gold and silver dishes on festive occasions 
was common. The art of architecture was brought to a high degree of 
perfection in his time. During the reign of this King, people lived in perfect 
peace and cultivated the arts and literature. Thus his Bengali Ministers, 
Rup and Sanatan, wrote several Sanskrit books. Husain Shah built a gate 
of the Fort, and many other edifices in Gaur. He destroyed the Kamatapur 
kingdom (the present Kuch Biliar) and invaded Orissa. He made an attempt 
to conquer Bihar, but was opposed by Sikandar Lodi and had to enter into a 
treaty with that monarch. He was a just king and built numerous mosques 
d^ndmadramlis. 


^Firishta calls him Saiyid Sharif Makki, but on the coins and inscriptions his name 
is ‘Alaudduniya waddiii Abul Muzaffar Husain Shah, son of Saiyid Ashraf al-Husainh 
Nowhere on coins and inscriptions is he called Sharif Makki JowTial of Asiatic 
Society of Bengal, 


3 
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Birth-place of Husain Shah. 

There are several stories as to the birth-place of Husain Shah. x4ecordmg to 
some, he was born at Mecca, while others give the town of Tirmiz (in 
Turkistan) as his birth-place. His father was Saiyicl Ashraf al-Husaiiii, and 
his brother was named Yusuf Shah. After coming to Bengal, Husain’s 
father took up his residence at Chandpur in the Jangipur subdivision (now 
in the Murshidabad district). It was here that Husain and his brother 
were educated by the Qazi of the place, who, on learning of Husain’s noble 
descent, gave him his daughter in marriage and procured him service under 
Muzaffar Shah with whom the Qazi had considerable influence. In a short 
time Husain rose to the position of Prime Minister ; and ultimately, after 
Muzaffar Shah’s death, he became Lord of Bengal. 

Ministera of Husain Shah. 

The Prime Minister of Husain Shah was Purandar Khan, a Kciyastha by 
caste (his original name being Gopinath Bose). Two brothers, Sanatan 
and Rup, were his other Ministers, the former being given the title Dabir 
Khas, and the latter being styled Shakir Malik. Next to Purandar Khan, 
these two Brahmins held the principal posts in the administration of the 
kingdom. Both of them were very intelligent and extremely learned, and 
Husain Shah became all the more attached to them as his kingdom grew in 
prosperity under the advice of these able councillors. 

The two brothers were well read in Sanskrit and Persian, and had 
their residence at Bamkeli, a village in the southern part of Gaur. At 
that time, Ramkeli’was inhabited by many respectable people. A large 
tank called Riip-Sagar, dug by Hup, is still to be seen there, to the 
north of which is another tank, called Sanatan-Sagar, which was excavated by 
Sanatan. 

Visit of Chaitanya to Gatir. 

Chaitanya, the great religious reformer of Bengal, arrived at Gaiir in the 
month ot Jeth (June) on his way to Brindaban — probably towards the end of 
Husain Shah’s reign — and stayed for a few days at Ramkeli. In the 
Ghaitanya-mangal of Jayananda, Ramkeli is called Krisbnakeli. At 
Ramkeli, Rup and Sanatan paid a visit to Chaitanya and iiad a talk with 
him. Chaitanya’s visit to Ramkeli is still commemorated by a grand fair 
which is ammally held there in the month of June. After Chaitanya ’s 
departure from Gaur, Rup and Sanatan grew tired of worldly affairs and 
finally Sanatan submitted his resignation to the King, who angrily ordered his 
imprisonment in the State Jail. Sanatan is said to have effected his 
escape from prison by bribing the jailor while Husain Shah was engaged on 
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an invasion of Orissa. The jailor’s name is given as Shaikh Habboo, a resident 
of Fathphr. The site of Habboo’s house, now a total ruin, may be seen in the 
village. According to the Champalc Kalihd a bribe of one lakh of rupees was 
paid to the jailor. The GJiaitany a Charitdmrita puts the sum at some thou- 
sands. Riip and Sanatan spent the last years of their lives at Brindaban 
where they attained, as sannydsis, even greater reputation and honour than 
they previously had as Ministers. 

Nasrat Shah (1519-32). 

In the reign of Sultan Nasrat Shah, son and successor of Husain Shah, the 
Mughal King Babar, after putting to death Sultan Ibrahim Lodi, seated himself 
on the throne of . Delhi and brought most of the provinces of Hindustan under 
hiss way. Many of the chiefs and nobles of Delhi fled and sought the protection 
of Nasrat Shah. Even Sultan Mahmud, brother of the late Emperor, fled to 
Bengal and obtained the grant of pargavas and villages for his maintenance 
in a manner befitting his rank and position, and his sister, who had also taken 
refuge in Gaur, was wedded to the Sultan of Bengal. Nasrat Shah 
erected the building of the Qadam Rasul and the great Golden Mosque at Gaur. 
The tomb of the Saint MakhdumAkhi Sirajuddin \vas also repaired by him. 
It is said that Nasrat Shah w^as killed while asleep by a servant. 


Firuz Shah II (1532). 

Firuz Shah succeeded his father Nasrat Shah. According to the Riydz, he 
reigned fdr three years, but his coins and inscriptions are all dated A.H. 939 
(A.D. 1532) only. We may thus infer that he reigned for one year or even less, 
Stewart, who based his History of Bengal on a manuscript of the Riydz^ men- 
tions ‘‘ three months.” Firuz was killed by his uncle Mahmud Shall who then 
ascended the throne. 


GmYASUBDiN Mahmud Shah (1532-38), and Sher Shah (1537-45). 

Mahmud Shah, the brother of Nasrat Shah, having killed his nephew, seized 
the throne, but after a few years was deposed by Sher Shah of Bihar. Mahmud 
Shah took shelter with the son of Babar, Humayun, who invaded and took 
possession of Gaur in 1538 : but as Mahmud, who had been wounded, died at 
Golgong before reaching Gaur, Humayun became lord of Bengal. The Mughal 
King stayed in Gaur for three months and changed its ominous name — Gaur 
means fa grave’ In Bersian-—to Jannatabad (‘the City of Paradise’). In the 
meantime Sher Shah, who had gone to Bihar, arranged to prevent Humayun 
from returning to Delhi. He met Humayun at the junction of the Ganges 
and the Karam-nasa (near Buxar), and detained him there for about three 
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months. A treaty was at last concinded between Slier Shah and Hum ay fin 
with a condition that if Sher Shah was acknowledged as independent monarch 
of Bengal, Humayun would he allowed to go to Delhi umnolested. Slier Shah, 
however, then treacherously attacked the force of Humajun at night, and 
defeated him there. Hiimayun escaped death by swimming across the river, 
and ultimately reached Agra with only a few followers. 

Battle of Kmiauf 

Slier Shah coming back to Bengal, collected an army of 50,000 Pathans and 
others, and a battle was fought at Kanauj in 1540. Humayun, being defeated, 
fled to Persia^ and Slier Shah became Emperor of Delhi as well as King of Bengal. 
He divided Bengal proper into several parts and placed each division under 
a local chief. He fixed one-fourth of the gross produce as the rent of the land, 
and made a road from Sunargaon to the river Indus which W’as planted with 
trees on both sides of the road, and w^as well provided with wells and sarms 
at convenient distances. Sher Shah died in 1545. 

Muhammad Khan (1552-54). 

After the death of Sher Shah, his son, Islam Shall, deputed Muhammad 
Khan Sur to be Governor of Bengal : hut after Islam’s death in 1552, ‘Adii Shah 
usurped the throne of Delhi by killing Islam’s son. At this time, Muhammad 
Khan declared himself as independent monarch of Bengal under the title Sharn- 
suddin Muhammad Ghazi Shah and also annexed Ja unpur. Less than two 
years later, however, he w^as killed by a Hindu named Himoo, the General of 
‘Adil Shah. 

GHiYASiTBDiN Bahadur Shah II (1554-60). 

Muhammad Shah w as succeeded by his son, Bahadur Shah, who, in tlie \'ear 
1557, avenged his father’s death by killing ^Adil Shah in the battle of i\I<>nghvr 
with the assistance of Sulaiman Kararan!> Governor of South Bihar. He 
reigned over Bengal for six years. In the year previous to 'Adil Shah’s 
death the Mughals had regained the throne- of Delhi from tlio Surls by the 
battle of Paiiipat, fought on November 5th, 1556, 

jALALUDDiH Muhammad Shah (1560-63). 

After Bahadur Shah, his brother Jalaluddin came to the throne and reigned 
in the city of Gaur for three years. On his death great confusion ensued in 
Bengal : but finally Taj Khan Kararani was sent by his brother Siilaimau. 
and having killed a usurper called Ghiyasuddin, Taj Khan ruled Bengal 
on behalf of his brother for a short time. 
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Sulaiman Khan Karaeani (1564-72). 

After the death of Taj Khan, his brother Sulaiman Khan Kararani established 
himself as practically independent ruler of Bengal and South Bihar. He 
conq uered the country of Orissa and also subjugated part of Kuch Bihar. He 
removed the capital from Gaur to Tanda. Sulaiman sent some presents to 
the court of Akbar and professed great friendship with him. For these 
reasons he was left undisturbed in enjoyment of his kingdom. 


Bayazid (1572). 

When Sulaiman died in 1572 his son Bayazid ascended the throne. But in 
the same year the Pathan Sardars killed Bayazid and placed Da’ud Khan 
(brother of Bayazid) on the throne. 


Da’ud Khan (1572-76). 

Da’ud Khan, who was the last of the Afghto d^masty, refused to pa}^ homage 
to the Delhi Emperor. This led Akbar to send Mitnhm Khan Khan-i-Khanan in 
1574 A.D. with a large army to Bengal. Mun'im Khan after a desperate battle 
was victorious, and Da’ud Khan fled. Mundm did not like Tanda and ordered 
his soldiers and the inhabitants to remove to Gaur w^here he fell a victim to 
the plague which devastated Gaur in the following year. Da’ud Khan at once 
marched against Tanda and reoccupied it, as well as the fort Teliagarhi on the 
Ganges. Khan Jahan was then sent to Bengal by the Emperor Akbar as 
Governor. A decisive battle was fought at E.ajmahal in 1576 A.D. in which 
Da’ud Khan was defeated and captured, and then put to death. It is said 
that his head was sent to Akbar and his body was displayed on the gibbet at 
Tanda. " ' - 


Dd^mVs Mother. 

The deceased King’s mother, with all her dependents, made an appeal to 
the Governor for protection and safety, and asked to be permitted to appear 
personally before Mm when on tour in the neighbourhood of Tanda, In spite 
of her remarks, “ You, being the servant of a King wdiilst I am the mother of 
a King, respect is due to me and not to you,” Khan Jahm took pity on her, 
so that Da’ud’s mother with all her adherents and many others were saved 
from death. After some further trouble wuth the remnant of the Afghans and 
their former Brahmin General, Kalapahar, Bengal and Bihar, under the 
admimstration of Khan Jahan (whose real name w^as Husain Quli Khan), 
became subject to the regular government of Akbar. 
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Khan-i-A'zam (1582), Shahbaz' Khan (1584), anb Raja Man Singh 

(1589). 

After Husain Quli Khan, Khan4-A‘zam, Shahbaz Khan and Raja Man Singh 
successively became Governors of Bengal, under the Delhi Emperor. Raja 
Mail Singh was the brother-in-law of the Emperor Jahangir. He conquered 
Jagannath and removed the capital of Bengal to Rajmahal, where he built 
several edifices, the ruins of which exist to the present day \ He married 
the sister of the Raja of Kuch Bihar. 


QuTBUBBiN (1606), Jahangir Quli Khan (1607), anb Islam Khan 

(1607-13). 

After Man Singh, Qutbuddin, Jahangir Quli Khan and. Islam Khan became, 
in quick succession, . Governors of Bengal. In 1602 the Portuguese of Chitta- 
gong— being harassed by the Arakanese (Mughs) — had established a fort on 
the island of Sandip but were soon turned out by Raja Man Singh. They 
recovered Sandip, however, in 1609, under Gonzalez, and by their acts of piracy 
greatly oppressed the jieople of the Gangetic delta. Owing to the threatening 
attitude of both the Arakanese and the Portuguese, ivho had now combined 
together, as well as trouble from a remnant of the Afghans in Eastern 
Bengal under ‘Usman, Islam Khan removed the capital from Rajmahal to 
Dacca — possibly in 1612. Gonzalez, with the help of the Raja of Arakan, 
attacked Bengal in 1610, but Islam Khan defeated them. The Afghans w^ere 
also finally defeated in 1612, and ‘Usman was killed. Islam Khan again 
attacked the Mughs successfully in 1613, but died shortly afterwards. 


Qasim Khan (1613-18), anb Ibrahim Khan (1618-22). 

After the death of Islam Khan, his brother Qasim Khan became the Gov- 
ernor of Bengal. In his time the Mughs looted the south-eastern portion of 
Bengal. Qasim Khan proving incompetent was superseded in tlie govern- 
orship by Ibrahim Khan, brother of the celebrated Nur Jahan Begam. In 
the time of Ibrahim, trade was in a flonrishing condition. In the court of 
Agra, the silk fabrics of Maldah and the fine muslins of Dacca had already 
acquired great reputation on account of their good quality, and the English 
opened a factory at Patna. Ibrahim Khan was killed at Rajmahal, fighting 
against Shah Jahan^ who had rebelled against his father, the Emperor 
Jahangir. 


According to M. Chakravarti (ojp, ciL p. 232), the large J-um‘a Alosque (now in 
ruins) and the six-piered bridge of Hadaf are ascribed to the time of Man Singh. 
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Muhammad Shu ja' (1639-59, with a two years’ interregnum 1649-51). 

After Ibrahim Klian, seven Governors successively occupied the throne of 
Bengal, till Shahzada Sultan Muhammad Shuja', son of Shah Jahan, became 
Subadar of Bengal in 1639 A.D. He transferred the capital from Dacca to 
RajmahaL In his time, the British merchants were in a prosperous condition. 
One Dr. Broughton, having cured a daughter of Shah Jahan, secured for the 
Eiigiish the license of trading freely in Bengal. The Doctor also cured a 
female of the inner apartment of Shuja‘ who granted him permission to build 
factories at Btughly and Baleswar. Shuja' was defeated by his brother, 
Aurangzib, at Allahabad in 1659 and fled to Tanda, Mir Jumla, the famous 
general of Aurangzib, drove Shuja* from Bengal, whereupon he took shelter 
with the Baja of Arakan. But the cruel Arakan Raja imprisoned Shuja* 
and finally thre'w him into the river. The wife of Shuja' and his two daughters 
committed suicide ; a third daughter was forcibly married to the Arakan 
Raja but did not long survive her disgrace. 


Mir Jumla (1659-63). 

Mir Jumla, who then became Subadar of Bengal, re -transferred the seat of 
Government to Dacca. In 1661 he conquered Kuch Bihar, and in the next 
year annexed Assam. He died in 1663 A.D. at Khizrpur, now a part of the 
modern town of Narayanganj on the Lakhya River, 10 miles from Dacca. 


Shayista Khan (1663). 

After the death of Mir Jumla, Shayista Khan, the nephew of Nur Jahan, 
became Subadar of Bengal for many years. In his time rice, it is said, sold 
at the rate of eight maunds per rupee. Shayista Khan resided in the Lai Bagh 
Fort at Dacca where the curiously constructed tomb of his favourite 
daughter Peri Bibi is still to be seen {vide Cunningham, Report, pp. 130-1 
and" PL XXXIV). 


Ibrahim Khan II (1689), and Murshid Quli Khan (1704-25). 

Ibrahim Klian II succeeded Shayista Khan as Governor of Bengal in 1689 
A.D. but was quickly succeeded by six other Governors, until, in 1704, 
Murshid Quli Khan assumed the reins of government. He removed the 
capital from Dacca to Murshidabad, and beautified the city (which he had 
named after himself) with many fine buildings. 
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SHXJjruBBm (1725). 

In 1725 A.D. Shuja'uddin Muhammad Khan became Governor and assumed 
almost absolute power. After ShujS^'uddm, Sarfaraz Khan (1733), 'Alivardi 
Khan (1740) and Sirajuddaula (1756) became Nawwabs of Bengal in succession. 
Finally by the battle of Plassey, fought in the year 1757, the suzerainty of 
Bengal was transferred to the English. 


Former Economic Oondition. 

Concerning the general prosperity of Bengal in former times, the great 
traveller Ibn Batiita, who visited Bengal in 1345, relates how he heard from 
one Muhammad Al-Masmudi Maghrabi, a merchant of Delhi, that when the 
merchant with his wife and servants resided in Bengal, eight dirhams — the 
equivalent to one rupee — were sufficient for his outlay on paddy for the entire 
year, as 50 rails (one rail equals 14 seers) of rice could be had for a dirham ; 
while eight fowls or 15 pigeons sold for a dirham, and the price of a sheep ^vas 
only two dirhams, Ibn Batuta saw 30 cubits of finely woven cotton cloth 
sold for two dmcirs. One gold dmdr was equivalent to 10 silver dmurs and 
a silver dinar to eight dirhams or hashikanis. A table of prices current at the 
time when Ibn Batuta visited Bengal, in terms of current money and 
weight, is quoted below from Bhattasali’s “ Early Independent Sultans of 
Bengal.” 

A milch-cow, Bs. 3 ; a fat fowl, 3 pies ; two pigeons, 3 pies ; a fat ram, 4 
annas ; sugar, Re. 1-7 per maund ; honey, Rs. 2-14 per maiind ; rice, 1 anna 
9 pies per maund ; ghee, Re. 1-7 per maund ; tlLoil, Hi annas per maund ; 
fine cotton cloth, Rs. 2 per 15 yards. Ibn Batuta himself purchased a beauti- 
ful slave girl for one gold 

In 1575, says Sir George Wood, a rich merchant of Old Maldah sent three 
shiploads of valuable silk cloth to Russia through the Persian Gulf, which 
shows that the silk industry of MMdah is of long standing. 

As has already been noted, in the time of Shayista Khan (1664 A.D.) rice is 
said to have sold at the rate of eight maunds per rupee. 

The local people of the present English Bazar state that there were 22 
bazars in Gaur, of which Mahajantfili, Lai Bazar, Habasli Khana and Chandn! 
Chowk were the most important. 
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CHAPTER IIL 


The extent remains of the two Cities 
Section I — Ganr. 


AUR, the ruined and ancient capital of Bengal, in the district of Maid ah, 
is situated on a deserted channel of the Ganges (Latitude 24*^ 53' IST., 
Longitude 88^ 14' E.)^. The kingdom of Gaur long continued to be 
very powerful and prosperous, so that, except for Delhi, it had in India no 
rival in wealth and affluence. The city was extensive and populous, being 
inhabited by wealthy people, families of high birth, and persons noted for 
learning. A large standing army was also maintained there. 


Notes on the site of the old City of Gaur. 


The site of Gaur lies on a narrow strip of land near the former junction of 
the old Ganges and the Mahananda rivers, and w^as probably selected as a 
capital for the convenience of water communication wdth all parts of the 
country after the downfall of the former, and equally large, capital of 
Pandua. There are few Hindu remains of any kind to indicate the land 
marks of the ancient city ; but it is said that the high land at Piehhli near 
Gangarampiir on tlie south bank of the Kalindri river, where a large area is 
still covered with brick fragments and jungle, was the last residence of Raja 
Laklian Sen and his family. Further, the names of Ballalbari, Ramabhita, 
Chandipur, Patalchandi, Lohagarh, Amrity and Kamalabari may be 
taken as evidences of Hindu occupation. A further point to-be noticed 
is that at Kamalabari, which is situated a mile to the north-west 
of the Sdgar Diglu , — ^the great tank which appears to have been the 
site of one of the earliest Hindu settlements — the Patron Goddess of 
Gaur, Gaureswari Devi, "was still worshipped in Cunningham’s time, and a fail 
held in her honour in the month of June. All these facts suggest that the 
Hindu Kings, prior to the invasion of the Musalmans, had seats of Govern- 
ment at several places on the south bank of the Ganges w^hich probably then 
flowed through the Kalindri. TOien the river Ganges shifted its course, the 
southern and western banks of the old bed were converted into a city by 
erecting substantial bands all round. There is no doubt that the Hindu 
Kings made the first attempt at constructing these bands to protect the 
town, but the Musalmliii rulers afterwards improved them and made them 
much stronger. The wall of stone near the Patalchandi gate seems to be the 
work of the Muhammadan period and to have been constructed for the 

^Wilford considered t hat the Ganges formerly flowed on the east side of Gaur and 
all antiquarians and Magistrates of the District have acknowledged the truth of this 
statement. [For discussion of past changes in the course of. the Ganges, mde Introduc- 
tion.] 
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protection of the town from the action of the river. The remains of a 
gateway at the northern end of the town at Biiarbashim also appear to 
have been the work of a Muhammadan ruler. The causeway of 
Ghiyasuddin — the present Rajmahal Road — is another example of protective 
work which was necessary owing to the river shifting to the west side of 
Gaur. The large tanks Sugar Bighi (large and small), Piyasbari 
Bighi, etc., were originally deep depressions of the river which, when it 
dried up, seemed like lakes or large tanks. The Muhammadans W'ho first 
settled in the country w^ere not very numerous, but their number grenv rapidly 
owing to immigration from other Muslim countries and the conversion 
of a large number of Hindus to Islam. It may be assumed that a fairly 
large number of the converts embraced Islam of their own accord, w^hile 
others w^ere compelled to accept the new^ faith. The Muhammadans 
thus established their power over the Hindus. They did not change 
the Hindu names of the above places but kept them as they were before, and 
generally showed much favour to their Hindu subjects. 

Commercial port of Gaur, 

When the river G-anges flow^ed near Gaur large boats carrying goods from 
distant places used to come to the city from which there was also an export 
trade. The high land north of the great Sugar Bighi is supposed to have 
been the commercial town. It w^as protected on the east by an embankment 
connecting the Buarbashini Gate w'ith the Phulwari Gate. The places where 
cargo used to be landed are still to be seen as oblong-shaped plots of high 
land with canals cut all round each plot. An old bridge midway to Piran-i-pir 
(near the north-east corner of the Sagar Bighi) indicates also the passage 
by which goods were carried to the interior of the old city by small boats 
along a canal. Embankments, communicating 'with the new^ course of the 
Ganges, run soutlwards for 20-25 miles from the present site of English 
Bazar. This shows that carts w^ere employed as an alternative source of 
transport when the Ganges moved south wmds. 

Area and Population, 

The ancient city w^as at least 1 2 miles in length from north to south^, 
and about two miles in breadth from east to west, giving a total area of 25 
square miles ; but the entire area was probably not all inhabited at one 
time. Br. Buchanan Hamilton in 1808 described the area of the city as‘ 
being 20 square miles. The population of the city at the time of its greatest 
prosperity is said by Faria Y Souza (wTiting before 1640) to have been 
twelve lakhs (l|- million). The site Avas deserted after the outburst of 
plague in 1575, and until about 50 years ago wns overgrown with dense 

^ The Portuguese, sent by Alfonso de Mello in 1534 from Chittagong to Gaur witli 
presents to Ghiyasuddin Mahmud Shah, described the city as well fortified and three 
leagues in length. De Mello and his men took part in the subsequent figliting between 
Mahmud Shah and Sher Khan whieh ended in the death of the former and in Slier Khan 
becoming King of Bengal and ultimately Emperor of India.— "H. E. S. 
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jungle inhabited by tigers and other wild animals ; but cultivation is now 
rapidly spreading, and clusters of dwelling houses and new villages are 
springing up here and there amid the ruins of the ancient city. 

De Barros' account of the City of Gaur (pn'or to 1540). 

The streets are broad and straight and the main streets have trees planted 
in rows along the walls to give shade to the passengers. The population is 
so great and the streets so thronged with the concourse and traffic of people, 
specially of such as come to present themselves at the King’s court, that they 
cannot force their way past one another. A great part of this city consists 
of stately and well-wrought buildings.” (De Barros ‘ Da Asia ’ : Lisbon 
edition of 1778, Vol. VIII, p. 458 — translation.) 

The Fortifications of Gaur. 

The city of Gaur was completely surrounded by a high earthen rampart, the 
top of the wall or embankment being covered with buildings^. There were 
innumerable buildings within the towm, "which commanded a magnificent view 
of the Ganges on which it stood. On the eastern side there was a double 
embankment flanked by a deep moat about 150 feet in breadth. The 
principal street ran from north to south. The western part of the town was 
open, the Ganges being counted sufficient to prevent any inroad of the enemy 
from that side. There were openings in the north and south embankments 
for the egress and ingress of the citizens. 

The ruins of Gaur were first explored by Mr. Creighton between 1786 and 
1807, and afterwards by Dr. Buchanan Hamilton in 1808, and by Major W. 
Francklin in 1810-11. Both the latter antiquarians have left elaborate des- 
criptions of the ruins as they then existed. 

Buried treasures. 

Such a vast city with its numerous buildings and palaces must have had 
no inconsiderable part of its enormous wealth buried under ground or secreted 
in cells and subterranean chambers, especially as the modern system of 
banking was unknown in byegone days. Manrique, for example, who visited 
the ruins of Gaur in 1641, tells a story of the recent discovery in a hollow 
wall of 3 copper vessels, filled with gold coins and precious stones valued at 
three crores of rupees which had been handed over to Shah Shuja% the then 
Governor of Bengal. The Siyarul-Muta^khkhirm is responsible for the 
■following:,;— ; •' 

'' In the tomb and vault, opened about the year 1766 A.D., by Captain 
Adams at Gour he found such another vessel {Ood-dan — incense 

^The bmldings on the embankment have now disappeared and the wall is overgrown 
with dense jungle and trees. 

^Travels of Sebastien Manrique, 1629-43 (Hakluyt Society publication, 1927, Vol. II, 
pp.,128.13'2),'-': 
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Courtyard Gateway of the Great Golden Mosque, Gaur, 
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bumer] at tbe foot of a Royal body, perfectly well preserved for four 
hundred years, with two vessels for beetle or paun, and some arms and 
lamps, etc,” (Vol. Ill, footnote 271, p. 386 — Cambray’s reprint.) 

Other relics of the past. 

Excavations have been made in different parts of the ruined city by village 
cuitivators in search of treasure, which have revealed traces of spacious halls, 
pavements, staircases, subterranean passages and a good many other relics, 
all testifying to the greatness of the once-renowned city. 

Omises of destruction to the ancient buildmgs at Gaur and Pandua. 

When Sher Shah invaded Bengal in 1539 A.B., Gaur was sacked, and after 
this the wealthy capital began to decay and its buildings were neglected. 
The climate of Bengal is also singularly inimical to the preservation of archi- 
tectural remains : if the roots of a peepal or a tamarind tree once find a resting 
place in any crevice of a building, its destruction is inevitable. Moreover, 
in the rainy season, boats could easily reach the ruins ; and boatloads of 
stones and bricks were removed to the then rising towns of English Bazar, 
Murshidabad, Rajmahal, Hooghly and (later) Calcutta^ In this way 
most of the old residential buildings of the cities of Gaur and Pandua were 
destroyed by men and by the climate of the country. We are fortunate to 
find remains of certain mosques and the tombs of saints wliich the plun- 
derers did not touch on account of their being sacred. 

The Ancient Monuments at Gaxtr. 

The following is an account of the ancient monuments as well as places of 
interest at Gain* of which traces still exist — arranged as far as possible in the 
order in which they may best be visited : — - 

1. The Bdfddwdrt, or Great Bona (Golden) Mosque, at RlMiiELi. 

[Erected by Sultan Nasrat Shah in 932 A.H. (1526 A.D.).] 

This moscpie is a massive rectangular building of brick, faced with stone, 
168 feet by 76 feet, with turrets at the corners. It is the largest of all the 
ancient momimeiits in Gaur. Immediately in front, to the east, is a court- 
yard 200 feet square, with arched gateways — each SS-J- feet by 13 feet— in 

LAceordiiig to Cirant (Vtli Report, p. 285), the Daftar of Murshidabad received 

Rs. 8,000 annually from the local zamindars as fees for the privilege of demolishing the 
ruins and stripping from them their highly prized enamelled bricks and basalt stones 
{Sang-i-Musd). Early in the nmeteenth century many carved stones, found in the ruined 
city of Gaur, are said to have become the prey of the Calcutta undertakers and others for 
monumental purposes. Since 1899 the practice of demolishing the ruined buildings of 
Gaur has been .stopped by.G"Overnment..' . ■ . 
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the middJe of the three sides. The eastern Entrance Gate has been carefully 
restored and a reproduction of it, in its present state, is given as Fig. 6. 
Inside the mosque are three long aisles divided by massive stone pillars with 
a corridor running along the whole length of the building. In front are eleven 
arched openings, each measuring five feet eleven inches in breadth. There are 
other openings at the north and south ends. The building was roofed by 
forty-four small hemispherical domes ; of these eleven domes of the corridor 



Fig, 7,— Aisle of the Great Golden Mosque. 


still exist and were repaired under the direction of Lord Curzon. There are 
few carvings left. As is clear from the following inscription, it was built by 
Sultan Nasrat Shah in 932 A.H. (1526 A.D.). In Francklin’s time the 
inscription appears to have been in its proper place, but it has now dis- 
appeared. The Tuglra letters were about nine inches in length. As 
Gumiingham notes, the vacant panel over the middle doorway from which 
the stone slab containing the inscription has been removed measures five feet 
two inches in length by two feet one inch in breadth. 
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The following is a translation of the inscription recorded by Francklin : — 
‘tThe Prophet (on whom be the blessing of Allah and peace !) has said : tHe 
who builds a mosque, for him Almighty Allah will |)rovide a house in Paradise/ 
This Jam Mosque was erected by the great and illustrious Sultan, son of 
the Sultan, Nasiruddimiya waddin Abul Muzaffar Nasrat Shah Sultan, son 
of Husain Shah Sultan, son of Sai 5 dd Ashraf al-Husaini— May Allah per- 
petuate his kingdom and rule, and elevate his power and dignity ! — in the 
year 932 ” (A.B. 1526). , , ^ 

Origin of the name Sona Masjid.” 

Cunningham mentions that Francklin was much puzzled over the popular 
name of Sana Masjid and started a strange theory that as it bears no marks 
whatever of gold, its name must have originated from the biilkiness of the 
materials used and the expense of its erection. Local people, however, do not 
call bulky things golden, but name them after the real or supposed amount of 
the cost, as in the case of the Eklakhi Mausoleum of Pandua, the Naulakhi 
Palace at Lahore, etc. The fact is that the domes were actually gilded, and 
so much of the surface was ornamented in this way that under the rays of the 
sun or moon it looked like a mosque built entirely of gold : hence the name 
Bona Masjid. It is true that no gilding is now visible, but there is a universal 
tradition amongst the people to this effect, and we know that the Ckhoti Bona 
Masjid Sbt Firuzpur {vide infra, p. 79) must have received its name for the 
same reason, as Creighton remarks that the remains of gilding upon it is 
still visible, and may account for the epithet of Golden given to this and the 
former edifice.” Some gilding in fact still remained on the Small Golden 
Mosque as late as 1879 when Gen. Cunningham made his tour. 

Explanatimi of the name 

The common name of the building is “ Baradwari,” or, literally, a building 
of twelve doors ; but as there are only eleven openings in front, considerable 
controversy has taken place as to its proper name. It seems to the writer 
that the name ‘' Baradwari,” which ordinarily means an “ audience hall,” 
was given to the mosque on account of its spacious court-yard in front of the 
mosque. 

Ladies'" Gallery, 

A raised platform for ladies was provided at the jiortli corner of the mosque. 
Here the ladies used to come to the mosque through the small doors in the 
upper room on the north side. The remains of a sloped platform connecting 
the doors with the ground level are still to be seen there. Ladies’ galleries 
are found in many mosques in Central India, Khandesh and elsewhere : but 
in the Mughal period the ladies’ galleries were generally on the ground floor, 
and not raised on pillars or arches^ . 

remarks by the late Dr. Bloch on the provision of accommodation for ladies 
in mosques wdc later (p. 138). 
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Fig, S, — FxteHor of the Great Golden Mosque, Gaur. 
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Old stone columns. 

The positions of the stone columns supporting the arches of the domes have 
all now been traced out and the tops of their bases plastered. The pulpit is 
also marked out. In the prayer niches of the west wall there were fine orna- 
mental carvings : and, though the facing is gone, yet certain portions which 
still remain show the best workmanship of the period. , 

The GJiahutra,'^ 

On the south-east side (vide left of Fig. 8) there exists a raised platform 
locally called Ghahutra ” by the local people. It is believed that the 
Ghabutra was used by the Muazzin for calling the Faithful to Prayer, but this 
does not seem very probable as the CaU to Prayer is generally made from a 
high tower. 

ArcJmological notes. 

Traces of other buildings are to be seen on raised ground on the north and 
north-west sides. They are perhaps sites of madrasahs (schools) and rest- 
houses. If excavations were made, the foundations of buildings would pro- 
bably be laid bare. There is a fine tank (600 feet by 300 feet) a short distance 
to the east of the eastern gate. 

Major Francklin makes the following remarks on this mosque : — 

The arches are pointed and may be defined to be Gothic, or more appro- 
priately, the Saracenic style of architecture, introduced by the earlier con- 
querors of Hindoostan . They are of a similar nature with many of the mosques 
to be seen at old Delhi, erected by Pa tan Sovereigns of the dynasties of Lodie 
and of Ghore. The whole appearance of this building is strikingly grand and 
exhibits the superior taste and munificence of the prince who erected it.’’ 

In connection with the use of brick as the principal material for the 
buildings at G-aur and Pandua, as well as the curved rise so often observ- 
able in the roof line of these mosques, Fergusson remarks as follows 

" Bengal is practically without stone, or any suitable material for forming 
either pillars or beams. Having nothing but brick, it was almost of necessity 
that they employed arches everywhere, and in every building that had any 
pretensions to permanency.” 

The curvilinear form of roofs : ‘‘ The Bengalis, taking advantage of the 

elasticity of the bamboo, universally employ in their dwellings a curvilinear 
form of roof, which has become so familiar to their eyes that they consider it 
beautiful. 

“ This curvilinear form found its way in the seventeenth century to Delhi 
and in the eighteenth to Lahore, and all the intermediate buildings, from, say, 
A.D. 1650, betray its presence to a greater or less extent. . . . While to the 
European eye this form always remains unpleasing, to the native eye — Hindu 
or Muhammadan~it is the most elegant of modern inventions^” 

^History of Indian and Eastern ArcMtecture, 1010 ed. (Burgess and Spiers), Vol. II, 
pp. .253' and 254.,: ' ■ 
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TFig. 9. — The Dakhil Darwazali, or Mcwi Gate of the Fort. 

were fired from the adjacent ramparts. The date of its erection is not known 
for certain, but, as has just been observed, it was probably built in the first half 
of the 15th century. Later inonarehs, e.g., Euknuddin Barbak (1459-75), 
Husain Shah and even Nasrat Shah may have improved it* Near it, on the 


2. The Citadel of Gaxjb. 


[General Cunningham’s Description.] 

'' The Citadel of Lakhnauti is situated on the bank of the old Ganges. It 
is very nearly one mile in length from north to south by half a mile in width 
at its broadest part opposite the eastern gate, but not more than a quarter 
of a mile wdde at its northern and southern ends. It is entirely siirroimded 
by a great earthen rampart upwards of 30 feet in height and about 190 feet 
thick at the base with round towers at all the angles and a deep ditch on the 
outside about 200 feet wide when full. The rampart is everywli ere covered 
with large trees, and the ditch is filled with weeds and crocodiles. The age 
of the Citadel is unknown ; but as there is nothing remaining in it of an, early 
date, it seems probable that it was the ivork of Mahmud I [Nasiriiddm 1442- 
59] and his successors,” (Cunningham’s Report, Vol. XV, p. 50.) 


A— The Dakhil Dar-wazah, cr Main Gate of the Fort. 


This is a large gateway about half a mile south-'west from the Baradwari. 
It is called the Dakhil Daruxtzah as it was the principal Entrance Gate ” to 
the Fort from the north. Another name is Salami Danvdzali, because salutes 
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north, is a tank, and from the latter an dbgir (aqueduct) comes out on the 
east side and goes south a long way. The gate is substantially built of small 
red bricks and shows signs of having been highly ornamented with embossed 
work. 

Creighton’s view, taken from the outside, makes the sides of the towers 
much too sloping, as may be seen by comparing it with Ravenshaw’s inside 
view. The building consists of a central passage 14 feet wide and 113j feet 
long, with a guard room on each side 74|- feet long by 9-| feet broad. The 
walls, which are 9|- feet thick, are pierced by three doorways on each side of 
the passage, with one outer doorway on the inner side of the rampart.” 
Pieces of stone with large holes in them, fixed to the walls of the gateways, 
show how gigantic were the gates which were suspended from these stones. 
The wings of the gate were bolted by a huge iron bar or wnoden pin as is seen 
from the long holes running into the wall, one on each side of the passage. 

The piers between the doorways are made of brick faced with stone up to 
the spring of the arches, but all the rest of the building is made of brick. 
At each of the four corners there is a tw^elve -sided towur, five storeys in 
height, crowned by a dome. The faces of the tower are panelled and orna- 
mented with the usual chains and bells in relief. Creighton makes the height 
of the towers 53 feet, but this measurement did not include the domes W’^hich 
were all ruined before his time. The w^alls on both sides of the archway were 
ornamented in a similar manner with panels filled with chains and bells. The 
outer arch was 34 feet in height, above which the battle mented wall rose 15 
feet, making a total height of 49 feet.” (Cunningham, op. cit., p. 51.) The 
front width of the entire gate building is 73 feet 4 inches. The existing 
building was first constructed with ornamental facing wovk all round, but 
the base of the building on the east and west was later covered with earth 
and connected with the adjoining rampart walls. Traces of pacca steps for 
reaching the top of the embankment from inside are also found : and the ram- 
part itself is strengthened by a skeleton of brickwork. 

Note on an Inscription from the vicinity. 

An inscription, found a few years prior to 1911 near the Ddkhil Darwazah^ 
records the erection of a gate by Nasrat Shah, blit this may have been only 
the court-yard gate of some mosque or tomb. The text and the translation 
of the above inscription are given below" 

^ IxjtAl I 

j) ^5 A^ilaiAw ^ 4X1-^ 4dJL)[ j I ^(iaLl.«>.J| 

Translation.— ' In the year 926 A.H. [23rd December 1519 to 11th Decem- 
ber 1520 A-D,] the Sultan of the time and period, celebrated for justice and 
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benevolence, the Sultan, son of the Sultan, Nasirudduniya waddin, Abul 
Muzaffar Nasrat Shah the Sultan, son of Husain Shah the Sultan, al-Husaini 
— May Allah perpetuate his kingdom and rule ! — built this gate.” 


B. — Ghdnd Darwdzah and Nlm Danvdzah. (No longer existing.) 

From the northern gate,” viz., the DdhMl Darwdzah, a raised road led 
to the palace in the southern half of the citadel, passing through two 
intermediate gates called the Ghdnd Darwdzah and Nlni Darwdzah. As the last 
named stood exactly half-way between the entrance gate and the palace wall, 
it is most probable that its name was derived from its position as the ‘ Half- 
way Gate.’* -A view of the Ghdnd Gate is given by Creighton in his Plate III. 
Its whole style is similar to that of the Ddkhil Gate with wdiich it also agrees 
in the height of its arches and battlements.” Creighton assigned to it the 
date 'A.H. 871 (A.D. 1466) from inscriptions found close by — but. as may be 
seen from the Palace inscription, quoted later, on pp. 56-8 — this is the date 
of erection of the Afm Darwdzali. 


3. The Firuz, or Flrozah , Minar. 

[The Tower of Firuz Shah, or the Turquoise Tower.’'] 

This. Minar is about a mile to the south of the Bdrddwdrl Mosque and 
outside the fort. The tower has no inscription to record the date of its erec- 
tion ; but Francklin found a fragment of an inscribed stone at Guamaltl 
bearing the name of a King Saifuddin which, he seems to have believed, was 
originally attached to this to’wer. In this he was supported by Cunningham, 
owing to the fact that the size of the lettering as given by Francklin agrees 
with the height of the panel above the door of the Minar : but Cunningham 
identified the builder of the tower with Saifuddin Hamzah Shah (1412 A.D.) 
instead of with Saifuddin Firuz Shah (1486 A.D.). Fergusson, on architec- 
tural grounds, also preferred an earlier date than the end of the 15th 
century. In the neighbourhood, the tower is known by the name of “ Pir 
Asa Mandir ” and “ Cheragdani,” the former name being thought by 
Cunningham to be a corruption of Firozah, and that the name simply 
indicates that it was originally faced by blue tiles. Some say it was built 
for the purpose of calling the Am?? for prayers, while others consider it 
was a watch-tower. To the whiter it appears to be a Pillar of Victory, like 
the Qutb Minar of Delhi and simitar towers at Koil, Daulatabad and 
elsewhere,". , 
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Description. 

The tower is about 84 feet high and 62 feet in circumference. There is a 
spiral staircase of 73 steps leading up to the top chamber. Judging by old 
sketches and photographs, one would suppose that the top chamber of the 
tower was originally roofed with a dome. Francklin, while visiting Gaur in 
1810, saw a broken dome. Baniells’ illustration of this tower (drawn in 1795 
A.D.), as web as Creighton’s very beautiful coloured drawing, also indicate 



Fig. 10. — The Firozah Mhiar {after restoration). 


that the tower had a cupola. When, however, the repairs were carried out 
a few years ago the existence of the dome appeared to the Archseological 
authorities too doubtful to warrant restoration, and the top was finished 
ofi with a flat roof. 



54 


MEMOIBS OP GAtTB AND PANDUA. 

The tower is a polygon of twelve sides for three-fifths of its height and 
circular for the remaining two-fifths. It is supposed that the basement of 
the tower was originally faced with polished stones in the form of steps all 
round ; but considering that the rough stonework at the base was originally 
below the ground and that the tower was built on a hillock, the 
Archaeological Department suggested strengthening the base with earth- 
work and turfing it over, so that it might look like a mound, and this 
suggestion was carried out in 1911.^ 

Old Visitors to the Tower. 

The following interesting note by Mr. Samuells, a former Collector, is 
quoted from the District Gazetteer of Maldah : Hedges, the Governor of 

the Company, in 1683 visited English Bazar and Gaur and records the visit 
in his diary. He came up the Mahananda from Lalgola and anchored for 
the night at Baliaghatta at Rohanpilr. He visited Gaur with two English 
ladies. Fanny Parkes also visited Gaur. She was shown over by Mr. 
Chambers and she saw written in the Minar the names of Harwood 1771, 
S. Grey 1772, Creighton and others. She also found the initials M. V. 1683, 
and Mr. Beveridge supposes this was one of the ladies of Hedges’ party, 
Mr. Creighton visited the tower several times and engraved his name with. 
a knife with dates 1786, 1788, 1789, 1790, 1791. ” 

Mr. Reuben Burrow visited this tower in 1787 and determined its situation 
to be in 24° 53' North Latitude and 5 h 52' 13" (c. 88°) East Longitude. The 
latitude was deduced from 29 meridian altitudes, and the longitude partly 
from distances and partly from watches. 

Local Tradition, 

Tradition has it that when the tower was completed, the King went to 
see it. The mason in charge of the work boastingly declared that he could 
have built a much higher tower than that. 

The King : Why then did you not do so 

The Mason : I could not find sufficient materials.” 

The King : Why did you not ask for them 

As the mason made no reply, the King in a paroxysm of rage ordered 
him to be thrown down from the top of the tower which was immediately done ; 
and thus the mason lost his life. On descending from the tower the Sultan 
ordered his favourite peon Hinga to go instantly to Morgaon. The peon 
dared not ask the King the object of his errand to Morgaon— so furious was 


^The wire -netted door recently provided for the main entrance of the tower is 
incongruous with the ancient structure. It seems that a door of sal wood fixed in the 
old fashion existed there. The sllding-door fixed near the top room is not only 
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the royal face. On reaching Morgaon he was deeply meditating as to why he 
had been sent there, and while moving here and there in an agitated mood 
he met with a Brahmin youth named Sanatan. This lad he accosted, 
saying the Sultan had sent him there, but with what object he did not 
know, as the Sultan had not informed him nor had he had the hardihood 
to ask the Sultan. Sanatan heard from Hinga everything that had transpired 
before Hinga’s departure from the royal presence and forthwith came to 
the conclusion that, under the circumstances which led to the sending of 
Hinga to Morgaon, possibly the Sultan had in mind the engaging of skilled 
masons who abounded in those quarters. Following this hint, Hinga took 
masons from Morgaon and presented himself to the King, who, by this 
time, was cool-headed enough to. wonder how Hinga could know his purpose, 
seeing that nothing had been told him. On being asked by the Sultan to 
explain matters, Hinga disclosed the clue given him by Sanatan, where- 
upon the Sultan praised Sanatan and made him an officer of the Court at 
Gaur. With the help of the masons brought by Hinga the Sultan improved 
the tower still further.^ 


4. The Bd'lsgazl Wall and the old Palace oe the Kings of Gaxtr. 

In the interior of the Fort are still to be found remains of the Palace 
enclosure — a lofty brick wail, called Bd^lsgazi, apparently because its 
height was 22 Bengali gaa: (yards), or 42 feet. It is 15 feet broad at the 
base decreasing to nearly 9 feet at the top. The entire enclosure measured 
700 yards in length from north to south and 250-300 yards in breadth. 
Photographs of the wall, taken in the ’sixties of the last century by 
Mr. J. H. Kavenshaw, may be seen as Plates 10 and 11 of his volume on 
Gaur. The wall was then covered with dense jungle and big trees, but now 
these have all been removed by the Public Works Department. It would 
be a good thing if the base of the decayed portions of the walls were 
exposed so as to give an idea of the whole structure. 


Royal Palace. 

The Palace wall extended all round the royal residence. From the follow- 
ing inscription, found at Guamaltiby Francklin, which records the making of 
a water-course under the palace (as well as a Half- way Gate) by Euknuddin 


^ Morgaon is a village about a mile north-east of the Maldah Railway Siation. The 
name Sanatan, and the appointment of this Brahmin to a post at Court, suggests the 
possibility that he was the man who afterwards became Husain Shah’s Minister (vide 
p. 34). If so, the Sultan must have been Saifuddin Firuz. Moreover Saif uddin 
Hamzah reigned for only 1 year whereas Firuz reigned for 3 years. The name Firuz 
Minar also points to Saifuddin Firuz having been the builder of the Tower.-— H. E, S. 
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Barbak Shah in 871 A.H. (1466 A. D.), Cunningham inferred that the Palace 
and Ddkhil Gate had already been completed in the time of Barbak Shah’s 
father, Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah. 
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^ 5^ a^A* 

Tra7islatio7i . — ‘‘ Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Grace and of Bjnelits, the 
Cherisher, who neither slumbers nor sleeps ! 

Peace be on the chosen one of (the tribe of) Miidar, the most excellent 
of created beings, the Prophet, the Lord of Medinah, viz., Muhammad, the 
last of the eminent Prophets, hut for whom, the paths of Guidance and 
Truth would not have been manifested ! 

‘‘ Blessings also be on his descendants, who are the mines of piety, and 
upon his Companions, who are followers of Allah both in secret and openly 1 

“ Next (let us refer to) him who reposeth on the mercy of the Most High, 
whose benevolence is such that even the cloud that gives profuse and incessant 
rain seems of no account ; the Sultan, the- Protector of the Universe, the 
Pillar of Religion,^ Eminent of Rank, our Sultan, Barb ak Sh Mi, son of the 
most famous and world renowned Saiyid, Sultmi Mahmud Shah, the Model 


- (6) - (4) (3) - Ji-k- (^) - {' ) 

- ^ _) (8) " (0 ■ C ('0 

^ (12) - JU ( 11 ) - (10) )) ^ (9) 

^This inscription was not included by the late Khan Sahib, and the text is based on 
Grote’s attempted amendment of the incorrect text quoted by Franc klin {vide pp. 18 
and 19 of Ravenshaw’s Qaur), 

Even with the above corrections, as well as the revised translation—for both of which 
I am indebted to Khan Bahadur Shamsul-'Ulama Dr. Hidayat Husain>— the rhyme is 
still defective and it is to be hoped that, sometime or other, the slab that w’-as apparently ■ 
removed by Francklin will be recovered and a final reading made possible. -™H. E. S. 

obvious reference to Barbak Shah’s or title, Ruknudduniya waddin. 
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of Justice, can the Princes of the two Jraqs, of Syria, and of Yemen, be 
considered equal to Barbak Shah ? Truly there is no one in the Countries 
of Allah who equals him in generosity and liberality. He is without an equal, 
(a Prince) whose marvellous and spotless habitation— to which wealth is 
attracted and through which sorrow is dissipated — resembles Paradise. 

“ (Behold) a Water-course, flowing under the palace, resembling Salsahlf 
whose stream affords consolation to sorrowful /a ns. For those who love it, 
it binds (them) like a cord. Its gate is comfort and sweet basil for the soul. 

“A Gateway which is on the stream bears his name. It is the Middle 
Gateway, leading to the luxurious interior (of the royal palace : and was 
erected) in the year 871. That was the beginning of its construction, the 
time of comfort for these days. 

“ I pray to Allah for the continuance of his sovereignty as long as birds 
sing on the branches of any garden. 

[Persian]. 'Tn the reign of the Shah, Asylum of the World, Ruknudduniya 
waddin Abul Muzaffar Sultan Barbak Shah— May Allah perpetuate his power 
and dominion 1 — the Middle Gate was erected in the year 871.’' (A.H.= 1466 
A.D.). 

The Palace was divided into three parts — the first part, to the north, 
being probably used for holding Darbdr, the second for the private quarters 
of the King, and the third for the Harem, Each division had a tank in it : 
one of these being paved with stone. From the fact that the Darbdr Court 
is smaller than the other tw^o enclosures, it is evident that very few people 
liad access to it. There were two more walls running east to west to divide 
off the other compartments of the Palace. A reproduction of the plan of 
both the Fort and Palace made by Creighton in 1801 can be seen in 
Plate 8 of Ravenshaw’s 


5. The KJmzdnchl-Khmia, or House op the Treasurer. 

In connection with the proposed identification of the northern part of 
the Palace enclosure as the Dardar Court, it must be noted, how^ever, that 
the people of Gaur also call this plot the Khazdnchi (apparently a corrup- 
tion of KkazdncM-Khdna or House of the Treasurer). In the middle of the 
plot is a large tank measuring 315 feet by 235 feet, locally known as Taforl/- 
dighl (Tank of the Mint). West of this tank there remains a small ruined 
one-domed building, 40 feet square. The local historian Munshi Ilahi 
Bakhsh in his Khurshld-i-Jahdn Numd preferred to regard this plot as the 
MahaUSardl OT King’s Harem : and the house as a Bath for the females 
of^ the. Harern. ■ ^ 
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6. The Tomb of Hxjsaik Shah. 

[No longer existing ; it was destroyed in about 1846. Date of erection 

1519.] 

Situation of the Tomb. 

xVbout a furlong to the north-east of the Khazdnchl-Khdna. and outside 
the palace enclosure, is a place known as Bangla-Kot. This was the graveyard 
of the later Kings of Gaur. South-east of it is a large tamarind tree and 
about 12 feet from it on the south there were two masonry graves which 
have disappeared. Old people of Mahdipur and the Khddim of the Qadam 
Rasul informed Munshi liahi Bakhsh that these were the graves of Husain 
Shah and his wife, but in Creighton’s time the second tomb "was sa:d to be 
that of Nasrat Shah, his son. The large Sarcophagus of black basalt which 
once covered the grave of Husain Shah was found by Munshi Ilahi Bakhsh 
near the village of Khari (? Khirki). It is said that robbers, in search of 
concealed treasures, injured the stone by fire. Close to the site of the 
tombs was a square enclosure, the walls of which were of variously coloured 
bricks. 

Description, 

Creighton made^ a very beautiful sketch of the gateway of this tomb, the 
immediate enclosure of which was 24 feet square. By about 1846 these 
tombs and the enclosure had all been destroyed. Francklin in 1810 described 
the tomb as follows 

“ You enter by a handsome arched gateway built of stone, the sides and 
front of this doorway are incrusted with a peculiar kind of composition, blue 
and white China tiling, which has a singular appearance ; at the four corners 
are large roses cut in the stone... The minarets which flank the building 
are ornamented with curious carved work of trees, flowers, etc. Within the 
doorway is a large enclosure containing the bodies of Shah Sultan Hosein 
and other branches of the royal family. The sides of the enclosure are 
incrusted with the same kind of blue and white composition.” 

A mosque is said to have been Ideated a little to the north of this tomb 
and near it were formerly over 100 graves of Kings and their relations. 
Husain Shah died in 925 A.H. (1519 A.D.). 

Endowed property for the lighting of the Tombs of the Kings of Gaur, 

The graveyard as well as the bamboo clumps, trees, etc., attached to it, 
were for long in the possession of the ancestors of Mir Doman, an inhabitant 
of Mahdipur, who claimed to be a descendant of Husain Shah. Mir Hansa, 
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Fig. 11 . — Qadam Rasui 'BuiMing^ and Fath Kkdn^s M ausolaum. 
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the grandson of Boman, in 1863 had in his possession a docnment purporting 
to be signed by Nawwab Mu'azzam Khan (Mir Jumla) and dated 1070 A.H. 
(1659 A,B.), whereby 50 bighasof rent-free land in the village of Bangla-Kot 
were given to Saiyid Ambia by order of Aurangzib for the purpose of 
maintaining lights on the tombs of the Kings of Gaiir. Mir Hans a later 
sold this property to one Samir of Mahdipur, but only the adjoining tank is 
now in the possession of Samir's descendants. 

Historical notes. 

Creighton records a statement by Mr. Orme, the historian, who 
apparently visited Gaur about 1766 {vide suina^ p. 43), that some of 
the stones belonging to these graves were removed by a Captain Adams 
for use in Fort William and that he saw" them lying by the waterside 
ready for despatch. These were five pieces of black stone, highly polished, 
each measuring 12 feet in' length and 2 feet in breadth and thickness, wdiich 
formed part of the steps, 

7. The Qadam Rasul, or Poot-print of the Prophet. 

[Bate of construction of the building 937 A.H. (1531 A.B.) : 

Builder’s name Sultan Nasrat Shah.] 

This relic is contained in a one-domed square building, situated within the 
enclosure of the Fort, to the east of the Palace. The total dimensions are 
63 feet 3 inches by 49 feet 10 inches, the main chamber being 25 feet by 15 
feet and the walls 5 feet thick. There are verandahs on three sides, 9 feet 
wide. ‘‘ The front of the mosque is incorrectly given with a straight parapet 
in Creighton’s Plate No. XI, whereas it is slightly curved in the Bengali 
fashion, as may be seen in Ravenshaw’s photograph, Plate No. XII. 
In front there are three arched openings supported on massive stone 
pillars. The walls are of brick, very highly ornamented, the w^hoie face 

being divided into panels by bands of moulding At each corner 

there is an octagonal tow^er of 1 foot 5 inches face. This is erowmed by a 
single stone pillar or minaret, whose diameter is only 1 foot 5 inches, 

equal to one face of the tower ” (Cunningham, op. a^., pp. 54 and 55). 

The building is after the later Muhammadan style. It wm erected by Sultan 
Nasrat Shah, the son of Sultan Husain Shah, in 937 A.H. (1513 A.B.), as is 
showm by the following Tughra inscription in three lines over the doorway : — 

(lib aU Xwsrvlb ^lUi' All JtS 



62 


MEMOIRS OF GAUR AND PANDDA. 



IxJjJl 




AUl oXA ^b-wssxjf 


^3 ^tiilXAw.j| 8 La; 


^{jaX-wvj) sloj 







Translation . — ‘^ Almighty Allah says, ‘He who does a good deed, will be 
rewarded tenfold/ This pure dais and its stone on which is the Footprint of 
the Prophet— May xMlah bless him! — were erected by the Exalted and 
Generous Sultan, the Sultan and son of the Sultan, Nasirudduniya waddin 
Abul Muziaffar Nasrat Shah the Sultan, son of Husain Shah the Sultan, son 
of Saiyid Ashraf al-Husaini — May Allah perpetuate his kingdom and rule, 
and elevate his power and dignity i— in the year 937 A.H.” (1531 A.D.). 

Another inscription which was found illegible in some places by Blochmann 
has since been read by Munshi Ilahi Bakhsh and the Avriter as follows : — 

si ^ Jl3 

^ |j^ *“ iLu> v^:kv/« ^(JoLwJj 

»U 

ofc S)U>US j ) 

■■ ^ V';,':' 

The folloAving is the literal translation: “ The Prophet — May the peace 
(of Allah) be on him! — hgis said, ‘ Whoever builds a mosque for Allah, 
Allah will build for him seventy palaces in Paradise/ This mosque 
was built in the reign of the Sultan, son of the Sultan, son of the Suitan, 
Shamsudduniya waddin Abul Muzaffar Yusuf Shah, the Sultan, son of 
Barbak Shah, the Sultan, son of Mahmud Shah the Sultan; This mosque 
(I say) was built by the great Khan, and exalted Khaqan, Mirsad Khan 
Atabak Rayat Ala (“ of the Exalted Banner ’’) on the 18th of the holy 
month of 885 A.^ (1480 A. D.>. 
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This inscription, which is now fixed inside the door of the enclosure on the 
left as one enters, probably does not belong to the Qadam but to the 

Tdnttpdra Masjid ; in which case it fixes the date of the latter building, {Vide 
later, pp. 71-72),^' 

The Foot-print of the Prophet. 

Inside the building, under the dome, there is a small carved pedestal of black 
marble, intended to receive a stone representation of the foot-print of the 
Prophet Muhammad. This latter was formerly at Pandua in the CJiilla 
Khdna^ of Shah Jalaluddin Tabrizi. It wbs removed by Husain Shah to 
Gaur in a beautiful wooden box-table, formerly inlaid with gold and silver 
work, which is still preserved in this building. 


^ Francklin refers to another inscription from over the gateway at this place ” that 
he found in 1810 lying on the ground. This is the same inscription as one of those included 
in the account of Gaur from an old atid much damaged anonymous Ms. in the Rungpore 
Gollectorate that is printed on pp. 107-110 of E. G. Glazier’s “ Report on the District of 
Rrmgpore ” published in Calcutta in 1873. The inscription runs as follows 




VI ; 












jj 2LU( c3J.A. 




Translation . — -“ This gateway was erected in the time of the Most Learned and Most 
Just Sultan, the Saiyid of Saiyids, the Fountain of Auspiciousness, the Viceregent of 
Allah by Deed and Proof, the Defender of Islam and the Muslims, ‘Alaudduniya waddin 
Abfil Muzaffar Hxisain Shah, the Sultan, son of Saiyid Ashraf al-Husaini — May Allah 
protect his rule and sovereignty ! — on the 22nd of the month of Muharram ixi the year 
909 ” (A.H.= 1503 A.D.). 

Unless Nasrat Shah only rebuilt a previously existing shrine for the Qadam Rasul 
(or the so-called Mausoleum of Path Khan is — as our author suggests — ^much older 
than the time of Aurangzib) the inscription in question may have been brought to the 
spot from elsewhere, as Husain Shah would certainly not have provided a gateway for a 
building that was not erected till 28 years afterwards. 

From the identity of the account in the Rungpore Ms. of the destruction of the tombs 
of Husain Shah and Nasrat Shah by Captain Adams with that quoted by Creighton 
from Orme, it seems probable that this Ms. was a transcript of Grme’s account of his 
visit to Gaur in 1766. (This, as I have subsequently noticed, has also been suggested 
by Mr. Beveridge in his account of Major Francklm’s Report on Gaur.)— -H, E. S. 

^ A place of secixision where a Saint generally passes forty days in meditation. 
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During tlie reign of Nawwab Sirajuddaula the foot-print of the Prophet was 
caxried off to Murshidabad, but was restored to its place by Mir Ja'far. It 
is now in the custody of two brothers j Zinnat Mulla and Paraz 
of Mahdipur. They keep it in their house for safety, and when any visitor 
comes, they put it in its proper place inside the building. The reason is said 
to be that the foot-print was once stolen but was subsequently recovered by the 
police. . 

It is said that the foot-print of the Prophet was first brought by a Saint 
called Makhdum Jahaniyan Jahangasht from Arabia. He brought also the 
Jhanda (heraldic device mounted on a staff) which is still preserved in the 
shrine of Hazrat Shah Jalal at Pandua. 


Archceological notes. 

The ornamental stone capitals which are on the top of the corner turrets of 
the Qadam Rasul building are of very good design. Such work is not to be 
seen in any other building at Gaur or Pandua. 


Rest-house, 

In front of the Qadam Rasul there lies a roofless building which is supposed 
to have been a rest-house for visitors. The architecture is of the Mughal 
period and the building may have been constructed by Shah Shuja^ The walls 
of the building are very thick, and it was once covered wdth a flat roof . There 
are three rooms in the building, the middle one being a big hail, while the side 
rooms are small in size, with one arched opening in each on the w-est side. 


Burial ground. 

Oil the w^estern side of ihQ Qadam Rasul, tlmm are the remains of a building, 
the roof and some of the walls of which have fallen dowm. Inside this, there 
are tombs in a ruined state. It is probable that these are the tombs of 
princes and high oificiaLs of Husain Shah and Nasrat Shah. Even the raised 
platform in the Qadam Rasulhmldimg on which is placed the foot -print of the 
Prophet is believed by many to be the tomb of Nasrat Shah himself, who died 
in 1532 A.D., though, more probably, he was buried near his father at Bangla- 
Koi {vide supra, No. 6, p. 59). There are several other tombs inside the com- 
pound of the main building. 
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JaldU Tank, 

There is a N X S tank to the west of the Qadam EasM building whioh 
is known by the name of JaldU Dighl, The story goes thaii Sultan (Jadu) 
Jalaluddin (1418-31) excavated it, ,/ 


The. Mausoleum of Fath Khan. 

This is inside tiie enclosure of the Qadam Eaml and is a plain building shaped 
like a thatched shedh Fath Khan was the son of Diifr Khan. A tradition 
regarding him is to the following effect : — 

The Emperor Aurangzib, suspecting that the local Saint Shah Ni'matuUah 
was advising Sultan Shuja' to wage war against him, sent an officer called Dilir 
Khan to Gaur to cut his head off. The Saint, however, had not given such 
advice, nor had he ever intended to do so. When Dilir Khan arrived at Gaur 
with his two sons, one of them (Fath Khan) vomited blood and died on the spot. 
This so alarmed Dilir Khan that he only paid his respects to the Saint. On 
the matter being reported to Aurangzib, the Emperor thereafter trusted the 
Saint. ■ , , 


8. The CiiiKA Masjid. 

A short distance to the south-west of the Qadam Rasuf there lies a single- 
domed building commonly called by the local people Ghlkd Masjid or the Bat 
Mosque. 'I The building, prior to its being repaired, was filled with numerous 
bats, and one could hardly approach the entrance owing to the bad smell of the 
bats coming out from the inside. The door openings are now provided with 
wire-netted frames and the bats no longer take shelter inside. This building 
is not a mosque as there exists no sign of prayer niches in the west w^all nor 
did any pulpit ever exist in the building. In the stones of the doors and 
lintels there appear Hindu idols in an obliterated condition. It appears that 


^The room is 23 feet 9 inches by 13 feet, and the outer dimensions of the building 
are 30 feet 8 inches by 21 feet 5 inches. 

It seems to the author that the building is of the time of the Hindu Kings (possibly 
Baja Kans) and that it was used for a temple. An arrangement for hanging a chain and 
bell by an iron hook in the central part of the ceiling is still visible and the building itself 
lies north to south. There are door openings on three sides only. From all these facts it 
may be concluded that a Hindu god was worshipped here. 

[The mention of Aurangzib and Shuja* enables the date of Fath Khan’s death to be 
fxed as somewhere between 1657 and 1660. Dilir Khan possibly afterwa ds became 
the chief General of Mir Jumla during the latter’s invasion of Assam in 1662 3 (vide 
Blochmann, Koch Bihar arid J,A,S.B,, 1872, pp. 68-96, E, S.] 
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tlie old materials of some Hindu temple A¥ere used in the construction. As 
General Cunningham has pointed out, the building is very similar to the 
Eklakhi Tomb at Pandua (mde m/ra, pp. 126-7). “ Both are square with 
towers at the corners and curved battlements. Each is covered by a single 
dome : each has four doors.’’ The dimensions of the two buildings may be 
compared by means of the following figures :■ — 



Inside dimensions. 

Walls. 

Outside diniensious. 


Ft. In, 

Ft. In. 

Ft. In. 

Ft. In. Ft. In. 

Eklakhi Toml) 

48 6 X 

48 6 

J3 0 

74 0 ; 74 (> 

Chika Mosque 

. . . 42 0 X 

42 0 

14 94 

71 h 1- 9 


From all these points of similarity in size and style, General Cunninghain 
was inclined to regard this as the tomb of Mahmud I— the immediate successor 
of (Jadu) Jalaluddm’s son, Ahmad Shah, — and his successors : but it is hardly 
possible that all trace of their graves could have disappeared. The tradition 
of the local people that Husain Shah used the building for state prisoners and 
imprisoned his Minister Sanatan here also makes General Cunningham’s theory 
improbable. 

There are glazed tiles of various colours in the cornice all round and on tlu.^ 
corner pillars. The floor of the building was much damaged by digging for 
the bat-guano accumulated on the floor which was used as a manure for the 
mulberry plantations in the vicinity. The practice has now been stopped and 
the floor levelled. The broken portions of the east wail have been restored 
and the dome has been made watertight. 


Bmmina oj an Office h 

Attached to this building, there was another very large building on the 
west. The roof of the building has fallen down, but the stone pillars supporting 
the arches and domes have now been set up again In their place. Examina- 
tion of the site suggests that other buildings existed on the west side, and 
it is said by the local people that Government offices were located there. 


. . 9.'' TheGtjmtiGate. : 

A iittle east of the and to the south of the Luka Churl Gate 

a small one-domed building, which is supposed 
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fco have served ,as. one of ;tlie east gates of the Fort. The xumpart wails still 
exist abutting the north and south sides of the building. The miier room is 
25 feet square and the walls are 8 feet 8 inches thick. There are four arched 
openings, each measuring 5 feet wide. The outer dimensions of the building 
are 42 feet 8 inches by 42 feet 8 inches, with four ornamental corner pillars. 
The inscription of the building has disappeared, but it may have been the work 
of Husain Shah who is recorded to have built a gate of the Fort in 918 A.H. 
(1512 A.l).). The inscription on the gate — now to be found at the shrine of 
Shah Nihnatuliah at Firiizpur {vide m/m, p. 83), and published in the Journal: 
of the ^ Asiatic Society of Bengal (1873, p. 295) by H. Blochmann is reproduced 
here, together with a translation. 

jdjj) ^ wJSrJj do; ^ 


Translation.—'' This gate of the Fort was built during the reign of the 
Exalted and Liberal. Sultan 'Alaudduniya waddin Abul Muzaffar Husain Shah, 
the Sultan, son of Saiyid Ashraf abHusaini— May Allah perpetuate his 
kingdom and his rule ! — in the year 918 (A.D. 1512). * • 


Turrets. 

The ornamentation of the corner pillars is very similar to that on the XuftoB 
Masjid (mde later, No. 13), i.e., with various kinds of coloured -enamel bricks. 
The lower portions were formerly buried under debris which have now been 
removed. In front of the gate there was a pavement of stone. On both sides 
of the doors on the east and west there are fluted columns of brickwork and 
the building is decorated with an ornamental cornice all round. It was a 
small gateway to the fort ; and close by are traces of what was possibly a 
guard room. If there is any truth in the tradition that the so-called Glilhd 
Masfid was a prison, the Gumti may have been the gate of the jail enclosure^. 


^ The Gate has recently— •! 930 — ^been converted into a Museum, in which, among 

other exhibits, is preserved the inscription of Kasrat Shah, dated 926 A.H., commemorating 
the building of a Gate, which has already been given on p. 51.— H. E. S. 
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10. The OR Eastekn Gate OF THE Fobt. 

Tills is a large three -storied gate south-east of the Qadam JRasul, and is 
supposed to have been the Royal entrance to the Fort. On each side of this 
gate there are guard rooms, and above them was a Naqqar KMna (place 
for beating drums), the roof of which is an entire flat arch made of bricks. 
The gate is 65 feet long and 42 feet 4 inches broad. The main entrance way 
is only 10 feet wide. The archhecture of this gate is of the later MughaJ 
style and differs much in the construction of its arches from other buildings. 



The gate is said to have been built by Shah Shuja* in about 1655 A,D. when, 
long after the desertion of the city of Gaur, he endeavoured to revive 
it. General Cunningham confuses this gate with the Gumti Gate. 


o/ iAe name Luka Churi. 

LztH Gten (hide and seek) is a kind of game which is also called Chkippa- 
cJkuri, This name has probably been given by the local people who have 
settled at the vicinity of Gaur : but what connection it has with the 
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gate is not known. The original name of the gate wmiid have been: Shah- i- 
Darwdzah (King’s Gate) as the tradition is that Shah Shnja*, when entering 
the Palace, generally used this gate, and that he bnilt it. 


11. The Chamkatti Masjid. 

[Probable date of construetion 880 A.H. (1475 A.J3.).] 

This mosque lies to the east of the Lvlcd Churi Gate and on the west side 
of the present Nawabganj road. There are variously coloured enamelled 
bricks in this old building at the cornice. From its name it may have been 
built by a certain Chdmhatti class of Muhammadans, still residing in Chali- 
sapara near Old Maldah. According to Creighton, these w’-ere devotees wlio, 
in religious frenzy, used to gash themselves wdth knives and were therefore 
called (skin cutters). 

The building, though much damaged by the weather, must originally have 
been a very graceful and elegant structure. The roof of the verandah shows 
a peculiar form of vaulting, and in the main chamber several of the large 
enamelled medallions between the arches are still preserved. The dome of 
the building has recently been repaired and made w^atertight. 


OmemlGunnmgham\sDeseHpiio}i, 

'' The building consists of a single room 23 feet 8 inches square with a large 
verandah on the east or entrance side, 9 feet 11 inches broad and an octagonal 
tower at each corner. The walls are of brick. The whole building is. . . .50 
feet 4 inches long by 33 feet 8 inches broad. There are three doorways i n front 
and one at each end of the verandah and three doorways on each side of the 
main room except the west, where there is the usual prayer niche. ...... 

The lines of battlements are slightly curved in the Bengali fashion and the 
whole is covered with a single dome. Its inscription slab is gone, but the panel 
in which it was fixed was 4 feet 6 inches which measurement may hereafter per- 
haps lead to its identification and discovery . I think, however, it may be the 
identical inscription of A.H. 880 preserved by Prancklin, which, he says, was 
copied from a mosque " called Mahajantola adjoining the Lattan Masjid and of 
the same kind of architecture.’ Now this description can apply only to the 
Chdmkatti Masjid which stands in the very middle of Mahajantola at about 
half a mile from the Lattan with which it corresponds most exactly, 

both in ground plan, and in style of architecture.” Hence in all probability 
this mosque was erected by Sultan Yusuf Shah, son of Barbak Shah, in 880 
A.H. (1475 A.D.). 




1m 
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[■'■'"12. The TantifIka Masjib. 
[Probable date of erection 1480 A. D.] 
Description by General Cunningham. 


** This mosque is an oblong brick building of two aisles, divided by four 
stone pillars down the 'middle. It is 78 feet by 31 feet inside, and 91 feet by 



44 feet outside, with an octagonal tower at each corner. The walls are feet 
thick, with five arched openings in front and two at each end. The outer 


Fig, 14. — Interior of the Tantlpdrd MosquCf Gaur, 
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faces are ornamented with, large panels with projecting flowered borders, each 
panel being decorated with a pointed arch, under which is the usual bell-shaped 
ornament suspended from a long chain. The towers also are ornamented in 
the same style. The battlement in front has the favourite Bengal curve or 
rise on the centre, above which rise ten hemispherical domes^. ....... To 

my taste this mosque is the finest of all the buildings now remaining in Gaur. 
Its ornamentation is rich and effective, and the large decorated panels stand 
out in high relief against the plain waUs. The whole building is of a uniform 

rich red colour that is much more pleasing than the gaudy glazed 

tiles of the Lattan Maspd ’’ (Report, pp. 61-62). Tantipara means the quarter 
for the weaver class. The mosque, though probably built by Mirsad Khan 
{mie> supra, pp. 62 and 63), is known locally as ‘Umar Qazi’s Mosque and is 
also called by the people after the name of the weavers’ quarter. In the 
northern corner of the mosque a iakht (or raised platform — probably for the 
ladies) used to exist. It is likely that the face of the wall underneath the 
iaMrand immediately below the northernmost mihrab was broken, or, if 
there was a mihrab at all beneath the takht, it was certainly separated from 
the mihrab above. There were windows with trellis work in tlie nortli and 
south walls. No trace of this jail w^ork is now visible, and they r^unain open. 

Though not strictly in accordance with archaeological practice, it would 
be an interesting experiment if some rich and public spirited Muhammadan 
would offer to bear the cost of repairing the broken portion of the east wall 
and reproducing the ornamentation. Local masons can do the flow€?r work 
on bricks with their chisels (a peculiar instrument wixich they have had 
handed doivn to them from ancient times). The present arrangement of 
putting plain brick facing is not at all pleasing. 

Creighton, while sketching this mosque, also indicated the existence of a 
very big building on the north-east side of it. It seems to have been an out- 
house for travellers, or it may have been intended for a Madrasah. It no 
longer exists. 

13. The Lattan Mas JIB. 

[Possibly constructed in 1475 by Sultan Yilsuf Shah.] 

This fine mosque lies a few yards east of the NawabganJ Road near the 11th 
milestone. It was once entirely covered with enamelled brickwork, hut 
now the greater portion of the facing is gone. The wwn-out portions have 
been restored wdth old bricks. According to Creighton, an inscription found 
in the vicinity showed that it was built by Sultan Yusuf Shah in 880 A.H. 
(1475 A.D.) ; but he may have been referring to the Mahajantola inscrip- 
tion which Cunningham has assigned to the Chamkatti mosque. As, 
however, the tw^o mosques are identical in plan, they may very w^eli have 
been erected by the same King. The floor of the mosque was formerly 


^ These all fell during the earthquake of 1885 A. D. 
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Fig. IS.'^The Lattan Masjid 
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damaged by certain persons who caused holes to be dug in various places 
while searching for hidden treasure, but the damage has now been repaired. 
The interior of this mosque is in good condition, and the door and windows 
have been closed by wire netting to prevent bats from entering. 

fhneral Ounningham' 8 description. 

The ground plan of the Lattan Masjid is exactly the same as that of the 
Ghamkatti Mosque. Both are square rooms covered by a single dome, with a 


verandah or corridor in front. The main room of the Lattan is 34 feet square 
and the corridor is 34 feet long by 11 feet wide. The two side wails of the 
mosque and the front wall of the verandah are each feet thick but the 
front and back walls of the main room are 10 feet 7 inches. The whole building 
is therefore only 72| feet long and 51 feet broad outside. The corridor has 
three arched openings in front, and one at each end, the middle arch being 
6 feet 11 inches span, the side arches 5 feet 5 inches, and end arches 4 feet 
inches. The mosque itself has three openings in the front and sides, of the 
same dimensions as those of the corridor front. The back wall has three 
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niches corresponding to the doors on the other three sides. The square (of 
the main room) is changed into an octagonal form by arches springing from 
black stone pillars, 17 inches thick, which seem to be of Hindu workmanship. 
Above the octagon is a very Hat vault, over which rises the hemispherical 
dome.’’ ■ 

As already observed, the whole surface of the masjid, both inside and out- 
side, was once covered with glazed tiles ^ in various patterns of four colours, 
green, yellow, blue and white, the pattern being fotmed of hexagons touching 
at the angles, with triangular pieces, alternately white and blue, in the inter- 
stices ^ ^ Francklin has given an enthusiastic description of 

the beauty of this mosque, which he thinks is not surpassed for elegance of 
style, lightness of construction, or tasteful decoration, in any part of upper 
Hindustan.” Cunningham agrees as to the pleasing appearance of the build- 
ing, but states that “ lightness of construction is just the point in which the 
Muhammadan architecture of Bengal fails. ... For graceful outline, beauty 
of ornament, and stateliness of appearance, I greatly prefer the old Minar, 
the Tantipara Mosque, and the Dakhil Gateway ” (Report, pp. 62-65). 

Nofs on the name ^ JjSittmi.' 

There is a local tradition that the mosque was built by a dancing girl who, 
being a favourite of some King, acquired much wealth and built the beautiful 
mosque with all the money she had, as a meritorious work. She concealed 
her name and put the King’s name in the inscription tablet. The original 
meaning of the word is a ^ Tumbler pigeon.’ It may therefore be that the 
dancing girl received her name Lattan from her acrobatic dancing. 

On this subject, the late Dr. Bloch wrote as folio w^s : — 

I may mention in passing, that the modern name of this mosque, Laian 
generally has been explained as ‘ the Dancing Girl’s Mosque’ and 
that the word iMan has been taken as a corruption of the Bengali word for 

‘ dancing girl,’ Natin,—\n Sanskrit natl. I am quite willing to accept this 
explanation, but I very much doubt if it really means that the mosque \\'as 
built by a dancing girl. From ancient Indian inscriptions w'e certainly know 
of several instances where ' dancing girls,’ or any other women of a similar 
class, called Ganikd in Sanskrit, joined with Buddhist monks or nuns, and with 
respectable laymen and laywomen, in adorning a sacred /Si? or temple 
of their religion. However, I entertain grave doubts if the Maulavis, Jrarmis and 
Khddims, even at the capital of the Muhammadan Kingdom of Bengal, ever 
would have deigned to accept the gift of a mosque, if it came from a dancing 

^ The art of making encaustic tiles in bright colours still siirvives in Sindh. The 
colouring of the bricks has almost disappeared and the gaps in tlie walls have been filled 
with plain chLselied bricks. There are still remaining many worn-out portions of the brick- 
facing on the outside, and these require similar repairs to those effected on the inside, wails. 
The Hush pointings in eeinenr, done to the decayed portions, look very clumsy. The turrets 
at the comers, if repaired up to the top, would restore to some extent the former beaufy. 

There is a tank on the east side, which was formerly included in the mosque compound. 
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girl, althougli she might have been some sort of an ancient dameaux cameUas, 
who, with the approach of old age, might have repented, and expressed a desire 
to atone for her former life, by some kind of meritorious work like the building 
of a mosque. Even if we accept such a theory, I am afraid we are laying too 
much stress on a name which we owe merely to the modern tradition current 
among the ignorant peasants, who now live at the site of the ancient capital 
of Bengal. Another explanation of the word Latan Masjid has occurred to 
me, to which I feel very much inclined to give the preference. I accept the 
current interpretation of the word Latan as a corruption of the Bengali wcrd 

A'nim (Sanskrit nail), ‘ a dancing girl.’ But the mosque received this name 
not because it was built by a dancing girl, but on account of its gaudy appear- 
ance, both inside and outside, decked all over wdtb glazed tiles in bright colours, 
such as w^hite and blue, and green and yellow. The mosque itself, on that 
account, suggested to the ignorant peasants of modern Gaur the idea of a 
dancing girl, covered with bright garments and glittering jewels, and the name 
Latan Masjid thus really means ‘ the mosque, which resembles a dancing 
girl,’ and not the ‘dancing girl’s mosque.’” (Conservation Notes, Eastern 
Bengal and Assam, 7th April 1909.) 

14. Beidge OF Five Aeches. 

[Date of construction 862 A.H. (1457 A.D.).] 

This bridge, which lies between the Lattan Masjid and the Kotwali Dar- 
wdzah, is paved with bricks and stones and has a gentle ascent and descent. 
It appears to be of great antiquity, and “ consists of five pointed arches, the 
middle one being 11 feet 6 inches span, the next one on each side 10 feet 
3 1 inches, and the end arches 9 feet 1 inch. The piers also lessen in the 
same manner, the two middle ones being 10 feet 6 inches thick, and the other 
two only 9 feet 3 inches. The roadway is 27 J feet broad and 275 feet long.” 
A similar bridge is to be seen south of the Gunmant Mosque. These two were 
built over a rivulet which constituted the main drain and means of access to 
the interior of the town. The inscription found by Gunningham very near 
this bridge has been published by Blochmann in the Journal of the. Asiatic 
Society of Bengal (Vol. XLIV, p. 289) and may be translated as follows 

The building of this bridge took place in the time of the just Sultan Nasir- 
udduniya waddin Abul Muzaffar Mahmud Shah, the Sultan, on the 5th day of 
Safar. May Allah allow the month to pass with success and victory ! A.H. 
862 ” (23rd December 1457). 

15. The PiTHAWAEi Masjii). 

This was a little to the north-west of the Kotwali Gate and is said to have 
been built by a woman who used to make and sell pithds (flour cakes). The 
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ruins of this mosque which are now in a bamboo thicket can be seen from the 
public road. In about 1861 it was destroyed, and only a fragment now remains 
in the shape of a broken walld 

16. The Kotwali Dahwazah. 

This is the central gate in the south wall of the city of Gaur near Mahdipur, 
It had a magnificent archway which has now fallen in, but before this happened 
Creighton made a good sketch of the gate {vide also Ravenshaw^s photograph — 
op. cit., Plate 19). The gateway had a brick arch 30 feet high and 16 feet 
9 inches span. It is said that the Chief of Police was stationed here. There are 
battlements east and west of the gateway, and on each side apertures still exist 
from which to fire on an enemy. General Cunningham says : This gateway 
appears to me to be of a much earlier style of architecture than that of the 
Citadel gates. On each face, both inside and outside, there are two sloping 
semi-circular towers 6 feet in diameter. On each side of these towers there are 
deep niches with pointed arches resting on ornamental pillars. As all these 
peculiar features^ the sloping towers, the deep niches and the highly decorated 
pillars are characteristic of the early Muhammadan architecture of Delhi, it 
seems to me not improbable that this gateway may belong to the same period, 
or sometime between the [date of the earliest Muhammadan inscription found in 
Gaur, 123.5 A.D . — tempore Iltamish] and the death of ‘Alauddin Muhammad 
Khalji [in 1315] when the influence of Delhi was permanent in Lakhnauti.’' 
(Report, p. 70.) 

17. The Dhunxchak, OB RUBiBi, Masjid. 

This is a small mosque to the south-east of the Kotw'ali Gate, and lies between 
the two tanks called Balua DighI and Khania DighT. The former is a N X 
tank with th® District Board road running near it on the w^est, while the 
Khania Dighi is a smaller E X W tank a quarter of a mile to the north- 
east of the northern end of the Balua Dighi. The 12th mile stone from 
English Bazar is found near the north-west corner of the latter tank. The 
mosque in question is 62 feet in length by 42 feet in breadth. There is 
one large dome, and on the east side three small ones, so that it is similar 
in construction to the Lattan Masjid, The inside room is 28 feet square. 

18. The Dabasbari Masjii). 

[Date 884 A.H. (1479 A.D.) : Builder’s name Sultan Yusuf Shah.] 

Between Mahdipur and Firuzpur there is a plot of land which people call 
Darasbdrl (the lecture room, or if -probably because a w'^ell-known 

1 From Buchanan’s reference at the end of Ms account of Nehnagar ihdna (I^urnea, 
ed. cit., p. 89) it appoc.rs that the woman who built this mosque at Gaur, lived in the time 
of Shah ShujaS and made a road from Eajmahal, to join in Nehnagar a main road from 
n 1 .^0 vftars nreviouslv in the time of Husain Shah. — H, F. S. 





Photo, by J. Craddock, 


Lithoilraplaed at the Siwreyor Geaoerai's Office Calcutta. September 18S9, 
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madrasah was attached to the adjoining mosque). In this place stands a large 
mosque built of brick with stone pillars. It is 111 feet 6 inches long by 67 feet 
6 inches wide, but the roof has all fallen in. The existing portions of the walls 
on the west and south have recently been repaired and the tops made water- 
tight. The interior of the mosque was full of carved work, most of which 
has now disappeared. The mosque has three divisions. The centra i hall was 
51 feet by 25 feet 6 inches and it w^as covered with a barrel-shaped roof. The 
side rooms were 42 feet broad. A verandah, 16 feet 6 inches wide, w^as 
included in this mosque on the east side. There was also a ladies’ gallery, or 
raised platform, in the north-west corner of the building, A small projection 
of the gallery (18 feet by 11 feet) is still to be seen on the north side with 
some beautiful ornamental work. The Baiua DighI lies about a quarter of 
a mile to tlie east of the mosque, on the other side of the District Board 
road, 

Inscriplion. 

In 1876 a large Tughra inscription, measuring 11 feet 3 inclies in length and 
2 feet 1 inch in height was found by Munshi Ilahi Bakhsh under a heap of 
rubbish at tiiis place. It is now lying in the Calcutta Museum numbered 3239, 
and a reproduction of it (from Cuhningham’s Report) may he seen in the 
annexed Plate III. Owing to the great length of the inscription it has had 
to be divided into two parts. The reading and translation are given below 

Jlj ^ Mo.! 4JJl U iS ^ 4JJ| J(3 

6S:s^}] ^3 d) il)| ^ iixic 41)! 

4SI oil ^^UaJLJl sU 

Translation . — '' Almighty Allah said : ‘ Purely ail mosques belong to Allah, 
so do not associate any one with Allah.' The Prophet has also said ‘ Whoever 
builds a mosque for Allah, Allah will build for him a similar palace in Paradise.’ 
This Jdmi' mosque was built by the Just and Great Sultan, Lord of peoples and 
nations, the Sultan, son of the Sultan, son of the Sultto, Shamsudduniy a wad- 
din Abul Muzaffar Yusuf. Shah, the Sultan, son of Barbak Shah, the Sultan, 
son of Mahmud Shah, the Sultan. May Allah perpetuate his rule and 
sovereignty, and may his generosity and benevolence be difiPused through 
the whole world I (Dated) in the Hijra year 884.” (1479 A.D.). 
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;,|.9. : The Small Golbek Mos<^tJE at Firuzeuk. , 

[Built by Wail Muhammad in the reign of Sultan Husain Shah— 1493- 1519.] 

This mosque, which is situated in the southernmost quarter of Gaur, on the 
eastern side of the .Nawabganj road, 14 miles from English Bazar, and at the 
south-west corner of a large east by west tank,, is Goinmonly ; called '.the. 
Chhoti Sana Masfld ; but we have also 'been told that' another name is the 
Khauwjah-M-masfidi the. ' being that .it .was built by a eunuch^'. 

It is built of brick faced with stone. The building is a '‘■rectangular block 
, . 82 feet by 52 1 feet outside and about 20 feet high. The interior is 70 feet 
4 inches by 40 feet 9 inches, divided into three longitudinal aisles with five 
arched doorways in front, ....... The three middle bays forming the 

nave are each roofed with four flat segments of vaulting, meeting in the middle ; 
the six other bays, on each side, being covered with small hem is[)herical 
domes.” Three domes and a qiart of the western wall fell in during the earth- 
quake of 1897 ; but since then (in 1900) they have been restored by Government 
and all the trees from the top and walls cleared away. There are 12 hemis- 
pherical domes and three pyramidal domes in the mosque. Tlic pyramidal 
domes are in the middle and contain ornamental roseKS all ov(t the inside 
face. ' ■ . . 

. As may be seen . from, the a:nn.exed 'illustrations, the Sona ' Masf id of Firuz- 
pur has some very fine carving on it, in contrast to the front of the 
(the Great Golden Mosque) which is almost plain. 

" The doorways are bordered with broad bands of ornament, but the cutting 
is shallow and the carving is not observed till one arrives quite close to the 
building. . . . The same shallow carvings also occupy niches between 

the doorways. 

" Th 3 inscription slab, which is placed over the middle doorway, has lost 
both the upper right hand corner and the lower left hand corner and with the 
latter the Hijra date of the erection ilf the building ; but as the name of the 
King (Husain Shah) is given w^e know that it was built between the years A.H. 
899 and 925, or A.D. 1493 and 1519.” (Cunningham— slightly corrected.) 

The following is the text of the inscription over the middle doorway :— 

^ Abb -49 1 U.3h ^ ^ 

''.'■'■'■A J -r J 

^ Mr. Porch, late Collector o Maldah, was of opinion that the mosque was built by the 
Treasurer in charge of the royal Harem, 
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^IkJLw A^X Ici^J ‘^Ux r dJll^ XdJsJl dJ ADI 

CI>1-6.*aA*.^ j ^ d>jOt^-wJ| ^XV/* C!«|OlA*Aj| 

4A4l::[M««h^| ^bi.)J| tAddtXd o{x*w.arJ j j ^sx)j ot^Xi^ 

,^j<aJ| j bjckij ^ilx ^ ^ &»acJb AiJf &sijJA. 

^Xv AlxiaX-uj j JJJ) <aX:x ^UaX-vrf.j| JsLwj ^Xmj.^ jSlIcl^}] 

^Xx iX>6^jo (^1) ^1 L%fiXs;/'« Jocvam-^J) 

AjJj ^^juwwlLsjl.^ j I Xj-UsLSXj 

si''^ ^?lj3| d.:s^^li JJ jj U'tdj) 

(C djLw y SjSs ^1 c-y^a^ ,j 

Translation. — “ In the name of Allah, The Clement and Merciful ! Almighty 1 

Allah says, ' Surely he will build the mosques of Allah who believes in Allah j 

and the last day, and establishes prayer, and ofers alms, and fears no one but 
Allah : and they will soon be those that are guided.’ And the Prophet— May 
Allah bless him !— says : ' He who builds a mosque for Allah will have a house 
like it built for him in Paradise.’ The erection of this Jdmi‘ Masjid took place 
during the reign of the Sultan of Sulttos, the Saiyid of the Saiyids, the Pountain | 

of Auspiciousness, who has mercy on Muslim men and women, who exalts the 
words of truth and good deeds, who is assisted by the assistance of the Supreme i 

Judge, who strives on the path of the Almighty, the Viceregent of Allah by deed 
and proof and the Defender of Islam and the Muslims, 'Alaudduniya waddin 
Abul Muzaffar Husain Shah the Sultan, Al-Husaini — May Allah perpetuate 
his kingdom and his rule! This Jdmi‘ Mosque is built from pure and 
sincere motives and from trust in Allah by Wall Muhammad, son of ‘All, 
who has the title of Majlisul-Majalis Majlis Mansur — ^May Almighty Allah 
assist him both in this world and in the next ! Its auspicious date is the 14th 
day of Allah’s blessed month of Bajab l — May its value and dignity increase ! i 

> * *” (year is broken off). i 

' ^ i 

“ In the mid-line of this inscription there are three ornamental circles, each 
containing a name of God. That in the middle has Yd Allah, '0 God’ ; i 

that on the right has Yd Hafiz, * 0 Guardian’ ; and that on the left has i 

Td ' 0 Merciful.’ All these, can be seen in Ravenshaw’s photograph, i 

Plate 22, as well as the loss of the two corners of the inscription.” (Cunning- 
:'';ham,^op.;'a^.,'p., 75.)/ ■ i 

6 
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Hindu images in the Small Golden Mosque* 

Creighton in his “ Ruins of Gour ” has published sketches of the figures 
of the Varaha-Avatara, Sivani (or, more probably, Saras wati), Brahmani, and 
Bhawani (Siva), the Hindu gods and goddesses whose images were found inside 
the mosque. The stones containing these images were set up in the wall with 
the figure inside and the freshly ornamented back surface outside. As 
Creighton points out, the Muhammadan rulers did not like to keep any Hindu 
temple in their dominion and so they destroyed the temples and utilised the 
materials in the construction of the mosques. It seems to the writer that the 
builder of the mosque had collected the stones containing the figures of the 
Hindu gods from the citadel of Gaur where temples must have existed in the 
time of the earlier Hindu kings. The builder did not expect that the figures 
would ever come to light, but the changes of time caused a certain portion of 
the west wall to fall down and the images were exposed^. 


The Ladies' Gallery. 

In the north-west corner of the masjid there is a raised stone platform for 
the accommodation of ladies. It is partly broken, and one of the missing 
stones measuring 6 feet 3 inches by 6 feet is lying in the of Shah 

Ni‘matullah. If brought back, it would fill the vacant place exactly. 


Miscellaneous Notes on the Chhotl Sona Masjid. 

(a) The face-stones of the prayer-niches of the west wall were removed when 
the wall collapsed. It is understood that the whole structure of one of the 
prayer-niches is now in a Museum in England. 

{b) There exists a gate in a ruined state on the east side of the mosque. 
It was originally faced with stone-work but now all the facings are gone and 
the interior is exposed. The compound is now fenced with a wire fencing and 
a wrought iron gate. 

(c) The late Dr. T. Bloch in 1909 made the following remarks on the con- 
servation of this monument — 

'' I have been very much pleased with the restored tile- work around the 
springing of some of the new domes in this mosque, and especially with the new 


^ On the other hand, from Manrique’s statement (op. p. 128) that, in 1641, he saw 
figures of idols standing in niches surrounded by carved grotesques and leaves in some stone 
reservoirs in Gaur, it is quite possible that — except during periods ‘of persecution— the 
Muhammadan Kings of Gaur allowed idols and Hindu temples to remain unmolested in 
theircapital.— -H. E. S 5 ^ 
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ornamental stone tablet in the outer fagade, to the right of the central arch. 
The work has been done by a stone-cutter from Benares, who copied the 
slightly damaged corresponding basalt tablet on the left side. It is certainly 
as good as any old work ever could have been, and it becomes perfectly evident 
that, if we had got the complete design, with all necessary details, of any of those 
ancient mosques, it would merely be a question of expenditure to restore it 
to its original state.” . 

{d) Two tombs , — ''At a little distance from the mas j id there are two stone 

tombs .standing on a raised platform 15 feet long by lOj feet broad. 

Both tombs bear inscriptions at the head or northern ends; but they 
.contain only [the names of Allah and the Kalimah (Muslim formula of 
faith)]. Creighton suggests that the tombs may be those of the founder of the 
mosque and one of his kindred ” (Cunningham). Local tradition however says 
that these are fictitious tombs and that the builder hoarded his wealth there. 


20. The Tomb OF Shah NPmatullah. 

The tomb lies about half a mile to the north-west of the Chhotl 8ona Masjid 
and on the western bank of a large north by south tank. It is a fine single- 
domed building erected over the remains of the Saint, and is endowed with 
land said to yield an income of about Es. 1,500 a year. 

Munshi Ilahi Bakhsh states that Shah Ni'matullah was " a native of Karnaul 
in the province of Delhi, and was a great traveller. In the course of his wander- 
ings he came to Rajmahal where he was much honoured by Sultan Shuja*. 
At last he settled in the Piruzpur quarter of Gaur, where he died, according to 
one account, in 1075 A.H. (1664 A.D.) and according to another, 1080 (1669).” 
The Persian chronogram of his death is given as Ni'm(itulldh hahr %lum 
muddm— Ni'matullah is an everlasting Ocean of Learning ' : the numerical 
value of the Persian letters adding up to 1075. 

Shah Ni'matullah was a devout Muhammadan. It is said that when Sharif 
Khan, with some of his wounded retainers, was brought (after a fight near 
Tanda) before Shah Shuja' to be beheaded, they were all saved by the Saint 
who requested Shah Shuja‘ not to kill them. In this shrine there is the 
gate inscription of Husain Shah dated A.H. 918 (A.D. 1512) which has 
already been quoted (under No. 9, p. 67). In the same compound — but now 
wrongly placed on what is said to be the tomb of Mir Ghulam Husain Khan, 
the author of the may be noticed another inscription 

which records the building of a gate by dated the 10th Zil Hijja 
870 A.H. (1465 A.D., i.e., in the reign of Ruknuddin Barbak Shah). 

" The tomb [of the saint] is a regular Rarndwri or / Twelve Doors,’ as it is 
a square building with three openings oh each face. It is 49 feet on each 
side, with an inner apartment 2l|- feet square enclosing th^ actual tomb/* 
(Cunningham, op, aL, p. 76.) 
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Jami‘ Mosque attached to the Shrine. 

A mosque with three domes lies immediately to the south-west of the shrine. 
It is in good condition and is said to have been built by the Saint. Both the 
mosque and the tomb are much frequented by Muhammadans who visit them 
in large numbers to offer prayers. 


Tah-Khana, or Hot Weather Building: 

This is a brick building situated in the middle of the west bank of the big 
tank, immediately to the south of the Jdmi" Mosque at Piruzpur, and some say 
that Shah Shuja‘ built this two-storied building for Shah M'matullah. It is 
116 feet long from north to south and about 38 feet wide. It has many rooms, 
with verandahs on both sides; but is now in a dilapidated condition. The roof 
is a flat-terraced one. The central room is said to be where Shah Shuja' used 
to sit : and the building is the only one in Gaur in which wooden beams are 
reinforced in concrete work. It is also said that the building was constructed 
for the temporary stay of Shah Shuja‘ when he came to visit his Murshid 
(spiritual guide), Shah Ni‘matullah, at Firuzpur. The building has a very 
pleasing appearance when seen from the opposite side of the tank : but is now 
completely deserted owing, it is said, to the severe type of fever that breaks 
out each Bains in the locality. 

Abstract of a Farman granted by the Emperor Aurangzib to Shah 
Ni^matulldh of Firuzpur. 

“ As due regard and respect and the fulfilment of the desires and inclinations 
of the Saiyids, who are directly connected with the Prophet, is deeply rooted 
in the generous and pious mind (of the Sultan), during this auspicious period 
an example of Royal munificence has been evinced towards Shah 
Ni^matullah, the Asylum of the Saiyids and of the Nobles and of those well 
acquainted with the art of Haqiqat mA MaWifat (spiritual knowledge), 
and an exalted Farmdn ivom. the Shelter of Benevolence and Kindness has 
been issued to the effect that a sum of Bs. 5,000 from iliQ Fargana 
Dar-Sarak in Jannatabad in the Subah (Province) of Bengal with 

effect from the beginning of the autumn harvest be granted to him as his 
maintenance and for that of his descendants, so that he may pass his life in 
ease and comfort and continue to pray for the ever-increasing prosperity 
of the Empire. 

‘‘ This Imperial Order shall be considered by all State Officials as permanent, 
and the Mauzas yielding an income of Rs. 5,000 from the above-mentioned 
tviaHA nvftr to him for his maintenance. The above sum 
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should he considered as an addition to the grant for madad4-m'dsh (expense ) 
made to the Holy man by a former Fmmcm from the late Sultan. 

Anything (i.e., grant) not mentioned in this Farmdn should be considered 
as cancelled 


21. The GitnmantMasjid . 

[Probable date : 889 A.H. (1484 A.B.).] 

General Cunningham’s Description (1879). 

“ This old ruined mosque is not noticed by any of the writers on the anti- 
quities of Gaur, most probably on account of its very ruinous state. It stands 
near the village of Mahdipur on the bank of the Bhagirathi or old Ganges, 
just half a mile to the south of the Citadel, and less than half a mile to the west 
of the Lattan liasjid. It is very briefly noticed by Mr. King {Proc. A. S. B., 
1875, p. 94) as ‘ the Gunnut Mosque, a large stone building without inscrip- 
tion.’ Now there is a long inscription of Path Shah, dated A.H. 889, at present 
lying at Mahdipur outside a temporary mosque, with a thatched roof, which is 
said to have been brought from a ruined masjid to the south of the village by 
a Hindu about 20 years ago. As his son died soon after, the man thought that 
the stone had brought bad luck, and therefore got rid of it by depositing it at 
the thatched masjid of his village. It seems probable therefore that this slab 
may have belonged to the Gunmant Masjid, as it was actually found not far 
from it. 

As the masjid stands on the bank of the river, it was easily accessible 
to pilferers during the rainy season. Nearly one-half of it has accordingly been 
carried off to Murshidabad and other places. .All the lower part up to the 
springing of the arches was made of stone, rough blocks or boulders inside, with 
cut facings. The arches and domes were all of brick. 

The ground plan of this masjid is similar to that of the great Adina Mosque 
at Pandua, and differs from that of every other mosque in Gaur itself. It 
consists of a centre room 51 feet long by 16 feet 10 inches broad, extending 
from the front to the back wall. It is covered by a ribbed vault with gable 

^ The original Farmdn could not be traced but certified copies, both of this /armdn- — 
which was reported to the Em poor on [-] II, 1077 A.H. (c. Oct. 1666 A.D.) as 

having been complied with — as well as of the earlier /armd-n of Shah Jahan, w hich was 
dated 16 II, 1043 A.H. (c, Oct. 5th, 163.3 A.D. ), are available in the Maldah 

pollectorate. The earlier order was one forbidding the levying of any tax on 40G 
bighas of -w mte lQ>nd that Saiyid Ni*matullah had brought under cultivation at Firuzpur 
in Gaur and from the proceeds of which he maintained a Mosque and A/jawga/i that he 
had built there. From the dates of the two farrndns, it is evident that the Saint resided 
at least 33 years at Firuzpur and that the date of 1080 A.H. for his death is more pro- 
bably eorreet than the one corresponding to. the chronogram.— H. E. S. 
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ends, and has a window high up in the back wall over the prayer-niche. On 
each side there are three aisles with four openings to the front. There are, 
therefore, 12 squares on each side, which are covered with hemispherical brick 
domes resting on stone pillars 1 foot 7-|* inches square^. The four middle piers 
which support the vaulted roof are octagonal, with bases 4:^ feet square, and a 
pilaster on each face corresponding with the smaller pillars of the aisles. The 
whole of the facing of the back wall and side walls has been stripped off : but 
as it measures in its present rough state rather more than 7 feet in thickness, it 
could not have been less than 8 feet originally. The whole building was 
therefore 140 feet 9 inches in length by 69 feet in breadth outside.. . . .The 
mosque also had a corridor along the whole front, as shown by a portion of 
the vaulted roof which still remains. This wouJd have increased the breadth 
by about 18 feet, thus bringing it up to 77 feet, which is Just the same as 
that of the Great Golden Mosque,” 

22. The Chhota Saoar Diohi : ahd Bhlta (raised plinth of the house) 
OF Chand Saudaq AR THE Belbari ifadrasa/i) . 

Beyond the Tantipara Mosque, and at about the same distance from the 
Nawabganj road to the east, as the Gunmant Mosque is to the west, lies a 
large N X Stank — haffamile long— which is called the Chhota Sdgar Dighl 
(to differentiate it from the main Sdgar Dighl in the north-west of Gaur — vide 
later : No. 27). At the northern end of this tank are to be seen the 
remains of a large building consisting of a number of grey and black polished 
stone pillars. Though the local people call it “the Bhlta of Chand 
Saud%ar” yet General Cunningham is more probably correct in referring to 


V Nine of the domes on the north of the central bay have collapsed but the walls are 
standing. It is presumed that a ladies’ gallerj^ similar to that in the Adina Masjid existed in 
the northern bay of this mosque. Beautiful ornamental stones of the corbels supporting the 
platform have been collected from the site for the proposed local museum at English Bazar. 

[These stones have now (1930) been transferred to the Museum in the Gumti Gate. The 
Khan Sahib in his original text corrected the length of the building to 158 feet : and the 
figure given by Cunningham is certainly incorrect as measurements made at my request 
by the local District Inspector of Schools gave the following results :— 





Outside. 

Inside. 

Length 



.. 157' 

• 142' 9' 

Breadth 



.. 59' 

, 43':,„9' 


I may add that the inscription General Cunningham refers to is the beautiful 
one reproduced in Elate XXIII of his Report, but concealed under the heading 
YXJSXJE SHAH. As it has not apparently been previously read and contains most 
interesting allusions to the geography of either Gaur or—more probably—- -Eastern Bengal 
where several inscriptions of the reign of Jalaluddln Fath Shah have been found 
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the site ia his map of Gaur as that of the Belhdrl Madrasah, If the d4bris 
were removed, the remains of the building would be revealed and a plan could 
be prepared.^ 

23. The Kumhhlr Plr, or ‘ Alligator Saint ^ Tank. 

About a mile north-east of the Qadam Rasul there is a masonry tomb with 
a large tank adjoining, the water of which is very clear and which is inhabited by 
crocodiles. From olden times people of the neighbourhood have believed that 
these animals are the attendants of a Saint, and some (especially old women) 
hold that a large crocodile there is the Pir Sahib himself. When the flesh 
of a goat (or a cock) is presented as an offering, the Khddim (attendant) folds 
the bones and skin into what is called a J92ic?da( or pmdd — -bundle), and flings it 
into the tank, at the same time crying out Baba Shah Kliizr, be pleased to 

{cf. Blochmann Geography and History of Bengal, J. A. S. B., 1873, pp. 282 — 286), as 
well as the learning of the ruling Sultan, I give a reading of the inscription as well as a 
translation below : — 

^ ^ (Ulc JUJ) Jl5 

^^Ikl*** slAjsvb ^ bjAJl ) *i:ojsx}[y AJJj 

jj ^ ^ AUf tXJLiii. xIaw 

^IL ^UJI u-XLjb \J.L 

^ S'x^o AJJ} j.XA,j jr?.*J5 

Translation. — ^The Prophet — ^May the blessings and peace of Allah be on him ! — 
has said : “ He who builds a mosque for Allah, Almighty Allah will build a palace for 
him in Paradise.” Verily this mosque was built in the time of the Sultan of Sultans, the 
Valiant Warrior amidst water and clay, who is the Hevealer of the Secrets of the Quran, 
Learned in all branches of Learning, both as regards Religions, and the (care of) bodies 
[i.e., a doctor], Viceregent of Allah by deed and proof , Jalaludduniya waddin Abiil MuzaSar 
Path Shah Sultan, son of Mahmud Shah, the Sultan— May Allah preserve his rule and 
sovereignty !— by the Great Khan and Exalted Khaqan, who trusts in the generosity of 
the Beneficent, the Exalted Khan Daulat Khan, Commander-in-Chief of the Army 
(IFa;2;'7r-i-Lu5Mar)— May Allah accept him !— in the year 889 (A.H.= 1484 A.D.), 

General Cunningham’s Plate (which also gives an inscription of Jalaluddin’s elder 
brother, Barbak Shah, dated 868 A.H. from Deotala — vide later p. 169) has been re- 
produced as Plate IV.— H. E. S,] 

^ An inscription belonging to either this or some other Madrasah in Gaur {e.g., 
that at Barasbari— No. 18) is given later on pp. 157-8. 
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accept the pudda)-'' Thereupon a large alligator comes up from under the 
water to the bank, takes the pudda and goes back again. Sometimes, though 
often called, he does not come, or if he comes, does not take the pudd<^, even 
though entreated to do so, and then the donor suspects that it is from some 
fault of his that the offering is not received. It should be mentioned here 
that the practice of offering pudda is growing out of date and is not followed 
with the same enthusiasm as in the past. 


24. PiYASBARi Tank. 

Proceeding further northward on our return journey, a large tank only 
slightly smaller than the Chhota Sdgar Dighl is found on the eastern side of 
the main road, close to the place where the side road leading to the Bdrddwdn 
Masjid {GveSbt Golden Mosque) and the Ddhhil Ddrwdzah turns off to the west. 
This is near the 8th milestone, and the tank is known as the Piydsbdn DigM, 

A bungalow has recently been built here by the District Board, on the west 
bank of this tank. Tradition narrates that the water of this tank was formerly 
very impure and most injurious to health, and that condemned criminals were 
allowed to drink nothing but the water from this tank and so perished. Abul 
Pazl tells us Criminals capitally condemned were allowed no other drink than 
this water, but Akbar stopped this practice.’' Major Francklin, however, 
describes the water as excellent which, in fact, it still is. The name Piydsbdn 
—the abode of thirst ’’—must refer to the building in which prisoners were 
confined. On the west bank of the tank and near the bungalow there is a pacca 
ghat with two stone-elephants, one on each side, about 3 feet below water 
level. The cause of these being placed here, and who made them and why, 
are matters as yet unexplained. 


25. Tamaltola at Ramkeli. 

The small village called Ramkeli which lies midway between the Bdrddwdn 
Masjid and the Piyasbari Bungalow, deserves a visit from any one who halts at 


1 This is a relic of pre-Muhammadan times. Khizr in the east is the God of Water 
and of Bivers. In the west he has even become the patron Saint of England, St. George. 
Throughout Bengal offerings are made to tanks and rivers on Thursday evenings ; but 
especially on the last Thursday of the month of BAadm (August-September) in which the 
annual rains begin to cease, ornamented boats, made of plantain leaves, or paper, and having 
in them offerings of food and a light, are floated on to the water by the woman worshippers 
irfhonour of the God. The object is apparently to protect their relatives when journeying 
by river or on the sea. Our author’s account of the feeding of the crocodile is quoted, 
with slight alterations, from Munshi Hahl Bakhsh, and is very similar to the description 
by Buehanan-Hamilton of the behaviour of two crocodiles in a tank at Matiyari (c/. pp. 
75-6 of V. H. Jackson’s edition of Fr. Buchanan’s * Account of Burnea ’)—H. E. S. 
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the bungalow, or is making a tour round the ancient buildings of Gaur that are 
to be found in the vicinity. It was here that Chaitanya, the great religious 
reformer of Bengal, arrived in the month oi Jeth (June) on his way to Brinda- 
ban during the reign of Sultan Husain Shah, and halted for a few days at a 
place in the village now famous as Tamaltola. The tamal tree under which he 
sat is still in existence, between four Jcell-lcadamba trees, and it is said that this 
was the spot at which not only did the Sultan’s Brahmin Ministers, Rup and 
Sanatan, become Chaitanya’s disciples, but Sultan Husain himself had an in- 
terview with the Master. 

The trees are now surrounded by a raised platform (chabutra), and on this an 
inscribed tablet has recently (1929) been erected showing Chaitanya sitting in 
meditation. There is also a footprint in stone of the Master’s feet. Besides 
the larger N X S tank (about 800 feet by 300 feet) called Rup Sagar that 
has already been mentioned on p. 34, there are also four small tanks to the 
north and south of the chabutra which are called by the names of Sydma 
Kunda, Mddhd Kunda, Lalitd Kunda dnd Bisdkhd Kunda— it is edter the 

names of similar tanks at Brindaban. Local tradition states that these four 
tanks at Tamaltola were excavated by Jiv Goswami, the nephew of Rup and 
Sanatan. 


26. Two Pillars. 

Two handsome stone pillars stand near the 7th milestone of the Nawabganj 
Road, on the east side, under a tree. They are very similar to the stone columns 
of the Great Golden Mosque, and, most probably, once formed part of the 
Ladies’ Gallery of that mosque. Local tradition, however, says that they 
belonged to the house of a Diwan, or Prime Minister, of a King of Gaur. 

The bases of the pillars are now strengthened with earthwork and the 
front portion of the compound is closed in with wire-fencing. 


27. The Great Sagar Dighi. 

This enormous tank lies about six miles south-west of English Bazar on the 
north of the road leading to the Ganga Sndn, or bathing ghdt on the Bhagirathi— 
the former bed of the Ganges^ — at Sa'dullahpur, and it is nearly one mile long 
by half a mile broad ; the actual water measures 1,600 yards by 800 yards. 
The length is from north to south, proving its Hindu origin. It had six mason- 
ry or landing places, each 60 yards in breadth, four of which faced 
each other on the east and west banks, while there was also one at each of the 
north and south ends. These are now only distinguished by the mass of bricks 
and stones accumulated over their sites and by the more gradual slope of the 
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bank towards the water’s edge. This great work is said to have been commenc- 
ed in the reign ot LakhanSenaboutthemiddleof the 12th century A. It is 
now full of weeds, but is still a beautiful sight ; while the water is pure and 
sweet up to the present day. 


28. Tomb OF Shaikh AKHi SiRAjiJDnm ‘UsMAK. 

The tomb of this saint who is locally referred to either as Purdna Plr (the 
Old Saint), or Plrdn-i-plr (Saint of Saints)^ is situated at the north-west 
corner of the Sagar Dighi. It is remarkable for the three very elegant embra- 
sures of the old enclosure wall that immediately surrounds the actual building 
that covers the tomb itself. Those to the east and west are 7^ feet deep while 
that to the north— opposite the entrance gate — measures 6 feet in depth. 
The pierced and decorated brickwork that closed the eastern embrasure has 
now disappeared, and that on the west is greatly damaged. It is only on the 
north that the brickwork remains more or less in its original condition. 

The enclosure wall with its gate, as well as the simple masonry building 
over the grave of the Saint, has been repaired of recent years (about 1900), 
and the only inscriptions now found at the place are fixed, two to the left and 
two to the right of the doorway of the building that contains the Saint’s tomb. 
One of each of these inscriptions simply bears an inscription from the 
The other two run as follows :~ 

Left-hand Inscription . — 

^ jj (la. 1 am ^ Ovla. 

Translation.— 'Yeitilj this gateway of the tomb of the revered Shmkh 
Akhi Sirajuddin was built by the Exalted and Liberal Sultan ‘Alaudduniya 
waddin Abul Muzaffar Husain Shah, the Sultan, son of Saiyid Ashraf 
al-Husaini— May Allah perpetuate his Kingdom and Rule !— in the year 916 
A.H.” (1510 A.B.). 

1 Vide Bavenshaw’s Gaur, P* 6. As, however, it is also mentioned in histories 
that Husain Shah excavated a large tank in 916 A.H. (1510 A.D.), the Sdgar DigM may 
have been re-excavated at that time, but, in view of the probable connection of Husain 
Shah with a building to the north of the Chhota Sagar Dighi {vide ‘Note ly p. 87) it is 
more likely that it is the latter tank which is referred to.~— H. E. S. 

2 The former seems more probable, as l am informed that the title is 

Ad onlv with the name of the well-known saint ‘Abdul Qidir Jilam.— H. E. S. 
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Right-hand Inscription.— 

JaUw«.J| sIaw ^ijAAisrsk. ^Ual-w>.i j yAla^il jy-i! ^ 

^ ^ ^ iSwi-Uf ijjl cXliL 

Translation . — “ This gateway of the tomb was built by the order of the 
Exalted and Liberal Sultan, the Sultan, son of the Sultan, Nasirudduniya 
waddin Abul Muzaffar Nasrat Shah, the Sultan, son of Husain Shah, the 
Sultan— May Allah perpetuate his Kingdom! — in the year 931 A.H.” 
(1524-25 A.D.)., 

A third inscription of 916 A*H.— mentioned by General Cunningham (Re- 
port, p. 71) — which recorded the erection of yet another gateway, has now 
apparently disappeared : but a fourth inscription from this site, recording the 
erection of a shed for supplying drinking water, has been taken to English 
Bazar and placed over the gate of a recently erected Mosque {vide later 
pp. 158-9). 

As General Cunningham rightly inferred from the dates of the first inscrip- 
tion the tomb was already in existence in the time of Husain Shah. This is 
also certain from the account of Shaikh Akhi Sirajuddfn found in literature 
dealing with the lives of Musalman Saints. Blochmann {J. A. >8. .B., 1873, p. 260) 
says that he “ canie as a boy to Nizamuddin Auliya of Delhi, who handed him 
over to Eakhruddin Zarradl [died 748 A.H. — 1347 A.D.] to teach. In course 
of time he became very learned and was told to go to Bengal where he died in 
758 A.H. or 1357 A.D. The JTa/L JgZim says that Nizam called him ^ the 
mirror of Hindusthan’ and that he only received, when advanced in age, 
proper instruction from Eakhruddin. After Nizam’s death [in 725 A.H.— 
1325 A.D.], he went to Lakhnauti, and all the Kings of Bengal became his 
pupils”. According, however, to the Khurshtd-i-Jahdn Numd of Munshi 
Ilahl Bakhsh, he died on 1st Shawwdl^ 743 A.H. (1342 A.D.). The chrono- 
gram of his death is ^ Oj-) )v / Ojj {*' Say quickly ‘It 

was Day ’.”) A probable reason for his asking to be sent to 
Gaur was that his mother lived there, but he was originally from Oude« 

According to Firishta (Bombay edition, Vol. 11, p. 737), Akhi Sirajuddin 
was the grand-father of Shaikh Nur Qutbul ‘Alam of Pandua—mde later 
pp. 106-8: but this is a mistake. He can only be called the spiritual grand- 
father of Nur Qutbul ‘Alam, as the latter’s father, Shaikh ‘Alaiil Haqq, 
was a pupil of Akhi SirajuddSn. The anniversary of the death of the 
Saint is celebrated at the great Sagar Dighi on day annually, when 
the heraldic symbol of Makhdum Jahaniyan Jahangasht {vide supra, 

p. 64 and m/ra. p. 100) and the Pa7^ja {reproduction of the hand) of Shaikh 
Nur QutbuDAlam are sent here from Pandua as a mark of respect to the 
saint. A great meZa (fair) is also held every year on both the 'Idu-l-Fitr 
and the ‘Ji days. 
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It is said by the local that the articles of every day use, such as 

Qur^dn, Tasbih (rosary), Rihal (book-stand), etc., of the Saint have also been 
buried at the head of the grave, and that this accounts for the abnormal 
length of the'^grave.^ 

29. The Jahakiyan Masjid. 

[Date of construction^ — 941 A.H. (1538 A.D.), in the reign of Ghiyasuddin 

Mahmud Shah.] 

Ravenshaw referred to this mosque by the name of Jan- Jan Miyan’s mosque, 
but the local people call it the Jhan Jhania Masjid. Possibly these names 
are only corruptions of the name of one of the saints (Jahaniyan Jahangasht) 
mentioned in the previous paragraph. The building is situated a little to the 
south of the tomb of AkhI Sirajuddin. 

The mosque is 56 feet long and 42 feet wide, the inner dimensions being 
40 feet by 26 feet 3 inches. '‘It is an oblong brick building faced with 
stucco, with three arched openings in front and octagonal towers at the corners 
finished with petty pinnacles above the roof level. The roof consists of six 


^ The late Khan Sahib has omitted to refer to a very important imcription on some 
bricks now in the Indian Museum which General Cunningham argued came from a panel of 
about the same total size that was still visible in 1879 over the main gateway of the tomb 
of Akhi Sirajuddin. Cunningham read the last word on the fourth brick to be Saha^mV atin 
(700), and hence concluded that the King, Ghiyasuddin, mentioned on one of the other 
bricks was A'zam Shah (the son of Sikandar Shah) who reigned as sole king of Bengal 
from A.H. 792 to 813.. The word looks however more like tisa^ mVatin (900) in which case 
the King who put up the inscription was Ghiyasuddin Mahmud Shah (the son of Husain 
Shah) who reigned from A.H. 939 to 944. The importance of this inscription is not so much 
in regard to the King’s name, but the place name of Shahr Muhammaddbdd clearly given 
on the last brick. If Cunningham was right in assigning this inscription to the gateway of 
Akhi Sirajuddin ’s tomb, this gives us in all probability the local name of tliis part of Gaur. 
It is hardly likely that the name could have been derived from Jalaluddin Muhammad (the 
son of Raja Kans — A.H. 818) as all associations of this King were with Bandua. As there 
is no other King of this name among the Kings of Bengal, it appears highly probable that 
the name was derived from that of Muhammad Tughlaq of Delhi who, after conquering and 
slaying Sultan Ghiyasuddin Bahadur of Bengal about the year A.H. 728 (A.D. 1328), 
included for a short time Bengal within his dominions. From the existence of the Sdgar 
DigM it is probable that the headquarters of the Hindu Kings who excavated this enor- 
mous tank were in its immediate vicinity, and it would be only natural if the early Muham- 
madan Governors and Kings of Bengal (including Qadar Khan, the Governor appointed 
by Muhammad Tughlaq) continued to use the vicinity of the JSdgar DigM m their head- 
quarters. The soundness of the argument depends to some extent on whether or not 
Cunningham was correct in assigning the inscription tO: the shrine of Akhi Sirajuddin, 
but the fact that Akhi Sirajuddin was buried at this spot about the middle of the 14th 
century suggests that at this time the place was still of some importance. In any case the 
theory just given offers some explanation of the previously unexplained name Muhammada- 
bad, which is found as a Mint name on several coins issued between A.H. 880 (?) and 913. 
—H. E. S. 
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large domes supported in the inside by stone pillars. Outside the whole face 
of the wall is divided by bands of cornice into four parallel rows of uniform 
panels, placed in regular order one above the other. The Gornice-bands are 
all slightly curved in the Bengali fashion"' (Cunningham's Eeport, p. 7S). 
This is a very fine building, and over the middle doorway there is inscription 
in TugTira characters. The reading and the translation are given below : — 

aJ 4JJI <3^^ -iUJ} 

^3 ^UaJ-wdl sIaai ^ Cl>boC 

-4JJ| ^ ^ dMlaLw ^ (jjCL/o AUj cxLL 

JJ) AAaw 

Translation . — The Prophet — May the blessings and peace of Allah be upon 
him 1 — has said, ' Whoever builds a mosque for Allah, Allah will build a similar 
house for him in Paradise.' This mosque was built in the time of the Sultan, 
son of a Sultan, Ghiyasudduniya waddin Abul Muzaifar Mahmud Shah the 
Sultan, son of Husain Shah the Sultan- — May Allah perpetuate his Kingdom 
and Rule ! Its builder is the Lady Malti — ^May her virtues be prolonged, and 
May Allah perpetuate her high position! — in the year i)41 A.H." (11)35 A.D.). 

From the inscription we learn that the mosque was built by a lady of high 
rank, and Cunningham thought that the lady may have belonged to the 
household of the reigning King Mahmud III. This building was constructed 
only three years before Bengal passed into the hands of Sher Shah, and is thus 
the latest of all the buildings at Gaur, with the probable exception of the 
Luhd Churi Gate. 


Ownership of the JaMniydn Mosque, and Tomb of Shaikh AkM Sirdjuddm. 

The Manager of the Shash-Hazdrl Estate of Pandua claims these buildings 
on the ground that Akhi Sirajuddin was the murshid (spiritual guide) of 
Hazrat 'Alaul Haqq, and the Estate receives the rent of the tvaqf mahals 
set apart for maintenance of these buildings. Repairs to the mosque and 
tomb are urgently needed, for if they continue to be left uncared for, they 
will soon fall into complete decay. The domes of the mosque, in particular, 
ought to be repaired and made watertight. 
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Section II— Pandiia. 

P ANDXJA, or Parua, is a deserted town situated 11 miles from English 
Bazar and 20 miles from Ganr in a north-easterly direction. It was 
once the Muhammadan capital of Bengal ; but it was almost certainly 
in existence as a Hindu capital long before the advent of the Muhammadans - 
According to the Biydz, the first mention of Pandua in Muhammadan 
history is when Shamsuddin Ilyas Shah mounted the throne of Bengal 
in Hazrat Pandua after killing 'Altoddm 'Ali Shah ; but coins struck by the 
latter king in 743-4 A.H. (1342-3 A.D.) at FiruzabM — the Muhammadan 
court name for Pandua — are known, so that ‘Alauddin must also have had his 
capital there.^ Ilyas Shah himself kept the capital at Pandua after 'Alauddih's 
death in 746 A.H. (1345 A.D.) as coins w^ere subsequently struck by him at 
Eiruzabad in 747 and 751 A.H. , and no coins of Ilyas (or indeed any 
subsequent King of Bengal) struck at Lakhnauti are known. The seat of 
Government seems to have remained at Pandua till the reign of Nasiruddm 
Mahmud Shah (1442-59) who re-transferred it to Gaur, 

Dr. Buchanan Hamilton's Description of Pandua, 

The earliest account of the site is that of Dr. Buchanan Hamilton who, 
in the course of his survey, about 1808, of this part of the Maldah district, 
which was then incorporated in the larger district of Dinajpur, wrote as 
follows*^: — 

A road, paved with brick, from 12 to 15 feet wide, and not very straight, 
seems to have passed through the whole length of the town ; and from about 

^ The name Firuzabad indicates that Pandua had been made the capital of Bengal 30 
years or more earlier by Shamsuddin Firuz Shah (1301 *22) though no coins struck by this 
King from this mint have hitherto come to light. The name of the place in these times is 
known from the coins of the Hindu Kings, Danuja Marddana Deva (Raja Kang) and Mahen- 
dra Deva, issued in 1417 and 1418, to have been Pandunagar (the City of Paxidu) which 
suggests that the tradition then was that the city had been founded by the Pandu brothers 
of early Hindu history. In other words, even in the early 15th century it was believed 
to be a place of considerable antiquity. The tradition has continued down to recent, 
and even to the present time : t)ide the story quoted on p. 143 from Ravenshaw that the 
Sdtd'isghara Dighly was dug by Arjun Pandava ; and the existence, to the immediate S. E. 
of this tank, of the Pandap Ed ja Ddlan* The reason for the establishment of Pandua 
in the first instance seems to have been the existence of an ‘ island ’ of hdriml (old red allu- 
vium), close to the junction of the Mahananda river, and a former bed of the Ganges. 
Later, when the main course of the Ganges moved furtlier south and the Mahananda, 
which still protects the town on the west, lengthened its course, Old Maldah at the 
junction of the Mahananda and the Kalindri (which took the place of pie Ganges) 
became the actual port of Pandua. 

There is another Pandua in the district of Hughli and, in order to prevent confusion 
between the two, General Cunningham proposed that the site in Milldah district should 
always be referred to as ‘ Hazrat Pandua.’ — E. S. 

2 Dinajpur, Asiatic Society (of Bengal’s (1833) edition, pp. 43, 44 ; 41 ; and 44. 
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haif a mile soath from Mukh^^ Shah’s gate may extend five or six miles to 
the north. From heaps of bricks on both sides of this, it wonld appear to have 
been a regular street, with brick houses on each side, and the foundations of 
many of the buildings may be still traced. The monuments of the two saints, 
the large mosque of Adinah, and the monument of Sultan Ghyasud-din [the 
Eklakhi Mausoleum] are on its sides ; and near the centre is a bridge of three 
arches, partly of stones, which has been thrown over a rivulet. It is of no 
great size, and very rudely formed of materials, evidently taken from Hindu 
ruins, as they contain figures in rude imitation of the human and animal form. 

At the northern end of the street are evident traces of a rampart, and the 
passage through it is called the gate of the fortress (Garhdwar). At the 
south end are many foundations, which cross each other and the road, which 
have also probably belonged to a gate ; but the forest is there so impenetrable, 
that the wall could not be traced. To the south of this are many scattered 
bricks, and beyond that is a rampart, probably an outwork, as the street can- 
not be traced farther than the foundations just now mentioned. 

Near the street, and amidst the heaps of bricks, are many small tanks, 
and I am inclined to think that, in general, the town extended only a very 
little way, either east or west from the principal street. It is said indeed by 
the natives, that two miles east frorn Kutub Shah’s monument, there is a large 
tank dug by a Pherat Khan, and another a little north from that, called after 
Nasser Shah, and that so far traces of buildings may be discovered. Towards 
the west they say the traces extend but a little way ; and the wood is so difficult 
to penetrate, that I was contented with visiting the ruins of the King’s palace, 
which is about a mile east from the main street ; and I found, that there are 
no traces remaining to show that the town extended half so far. At the same 
time, it must be dbserved, that there seem to have been many large suburbs, 
which extended from the immediate vicinity of the town of Maldeh towards 
the east and north, for at least 12 miles; Next to Maldeh was Sujapur, then 
Fatehpur, then Mehemanpur, then Bandigal, then Belwari partly, and 
Bahadurpur entirely in the district of Jagodal^ In each of these is a consider- 
able extent excavated with small tanks, and. containing heaps of bricks and 
some stones.” , . 

''By far the most conspicuous places of worship. . . . . . . .are the 
monuments .... of Mukhdum Shah Jelal and Kutub Shah, who were the two 
most distinguished religious persons during the early part of the kingly govern- 
ment of Bengal. Numerous pilgrims repair to these monuments, at all seasons, 


^Shuja^pilr (locally called Surjapur) is on the right of the road from Old Maldah, 4 
miles south of Pandua ; Fatehpur is 2 miles south east of Pandua ; and Bahadurpur is 14 
miles north of Pandua. The other places mentioned cannot be traced, but Belwari may 
be Bolbari {vide supra, p. 23 and note). As for the Pherat Khan’s tank mentioned by 
Buchanan, there are said to be 2 tanks bearing this name, situated about a mile south-east 
of the OAAo^i (Qutb Shah’s) E. S, 
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and from all parts of Bengal. That of Mukhdum is chiefly frequented at a 
very great annual assembly (Mela), while the memory of Kutub is celebrated 
at four smaller meetings (Ulos), but all religious mendicants (Fakirs) who 
come at any time, are fed for three days, and this is called charity. Both 
places have considerable endowments, which are expended in keeping the 
buildings, in repair, and in the support of these vagrants, and of a numerous 
establishment of servants, who form the population of Peruya. The lands 
in this district, which belong to the monument of Mukhdum, are called Bais- 
hazary, or twenty-two thousand, as containing that number of biggahs, and 
have always been managed by a person appointed by Government. The 
lands belonging to the monument of Kutub Shah are under the management 
of his descendants, and are called Ohhye-hazary, as containing six thousand 
biggahs.” 


Immediately north from the golden mosque [of Kutub Shah], on the 
same side of the principal street, is another called that of one hundred thousand 
(Eklakhy), as having cost 100,000 rupees. It is constructed chiefly of brick, 
but is the handsomest building in the place. It is a square of 80 feet front, 
with a small turret at each corner, and roofed by one dome. The walls out- 
wardly have been ornamented with carved tiles, and the dome within has been 

neatly plastered ; but the design of the whole is clumsy It is lighted 

by four small doors, one on each side, and within forms an octagon, having 
four miserable chambers in the sides between the doors. These wretched 
places were probably intended for the abodes of the fakirs, who were to take 
care of lamps. They have no air nor light, but what comes through the small 
aperture, by which they communicate with the central hall. This seems 
to have been intended as the mausoleum of three royal personages, whose 
tombs occupy the middle of the floor. There is no inscription to serve as a 
guide, but, it is said, that the tombs are those of Sultans Ghyasud-din, Zaynii- 
labdin, and Wahuzud-din^. . . The eastern door has evidently been taken 
from a Hindu ruin, as it contains representations of the human form. 

“About 2 miles [or rather less] beyond this monument of Ghyasud-din 
is the tomb of his father Sekunder, forming part of a very large mosque called 
Adinah, which is by far the largest building of the place. Indeed it is consi- 
dered by the people of the vicinity as of almost miraculous grandeur. It is 
on the east side of the principal street, between that and a large tank, which 
is almost entirely choaked with weeds and bushes, and has become very ruinous. 
Enough only remains to enable us to judge of what it has been, and to form 
a ground plan.” 


^ (7/., on the other hand, w/m, p. 125,. 
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Access: to Pandaia, and princi'pal objects of interest. 

A visitor at tlie present day can either 'proceed in a car along the dusty 
road from the Nimasarai railway station (Old Maldali) to the dak bungalow 
situated near the Adina Mosque, or detrain at the Adina station which is about 
3 miles from the bungalow. In either case he will cross, at some point of the 
road, the line of old fortification 20 miles in circumference which the recent 
air survey have shown to have protected the town in former times Plate 
V). 

On approaching Pandua in this way, the first two buildings which attract 
attention are the shrines of Makhdum Shah JaM on the right of the road and 
of Hazrat Nur Qutbul ‘Alam on the left. The shrines are called Bari Dargdh 
and Chhotl Dargdh respectively. Numerous pilgrims still repair to these places, 
and every year two big fairs are held, one in the month of Eajah at the Bari 
Dargdh and the other in Sha‘bdn at the Chhott Dargdh. The fairs are attended 
by thousands of persons and each lasts for four or five days. Further on, to 
the left, come the Qutb Shdhl Mosque and Ekldkhl Mausoleum, and, finally, 
on the right (opposite the (idi? bungalow) is found the great Adina Mosque. 
It may be added that most of the principal sites are within fairly easy walking 
distance of the bungalow, though it is better, if possible, for a thorough inspec- 
tion of the fortifications, to avail oneself of the services of an elephant. 


Antiquities OE Pandua. 

Of the remains of old buildings, tanks, etc., at Pandua, the following are 
the most important and in the best state of preservation 

1. The ^an OR Sheine OF Shah Jalau. 

A. — Description of the Buildings. 

The Bari Dargdh consists of the Jdmi' Masjid (in the northern part of 
w''hich is the original Chilla Khdna of the Saint) and other buildings dedicated 
to the memory of Hazrat Shah Jalal Tabrizi, who was possibly also the patron 
Saint of Sylliet. The original shrine at Pandua may have been erected by 
Sultan ^Alauddin ‘Ali Shah at the instance of the Saint in 1342 A.D. [for 
story vide p. 21 and note] as the rectangular pillars of the mosque are of a 
singularly severe character and — unlike what is seen in other buildings at 
Pandua, e.g., the Adina Mosque— all use of materials from Hindu temj)les 
seems to have been avoided in the original building. 

The actual compound containing the buildings is situated 200 or 300 yards 
away from the main Devkot road, but the existence of a Salami Darwdzah 
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on this road points to the possibility of other buildings having formerly existed 
oh either side of the narrow path that runs in a south-easterly direction from 
the to the present main compound. 

On entering the compound through a small gateway, an isolated building, 
containing the grave of Chfod Khan (who erected the Bhaniar Khdna — vide 
later under Section 0; and note 2, p. 105) with those of his wife and son, is seen 
in the further south-east corner. Opposite to Chand Khan’s tomb is a short 
passage leading into the inner compound, and on the north side of this passage 
is the stone lattice work of w^hich an illustration is given in Pig. 18. On 
emerging from the passage, the Jdmi' Masjid is seen in front, with the Lakhan 
Sent Ddldn immediately to the left on the northern bank of a small tank. 
To the right lies Haji Ibrahim’s tomb, and the Bhandar Khdna (which includes 
the Saint’s second Chilla Khdna at the western end), while ihe^ Tannur Khdna 
is round the coTtier to the north-east, immediately to the east of the Bhandar 
Khdna, 

Hazrat Shah Jaldl. 

Shah Jalal was born at Tabriz in Persia and was a pupil of Shaikh Abu 
Sa'id of that city. After his teacher’s death he became the servant of Shaikh 
Shihabuddin Suhraw'ardi and performed offices for him such as no other Saint’s 
pupil ever did. It is said that Shaikh Shihabuddin used to make the pil- 
grimage to Mecca every year, but that, being old and feeble, he could not 
digest the food that was provided for the journey. So Shaikh Jalaluddin 
put a deghddnl (stove) on his head and a pot in that, and always kept the 
stove alight so that, whenever the Shaikh called for food, he could give him 
a hot meal.” Shaikh Jalaluddin is said to have come to Delhi in the time 
of Khwajah Shaikh Kajmuddin Sughra, Shaikhul Islam. Owing to a false 
charge having been brought against Jalaluddin he was so troubled that he had 
to leave Delhi and go to Bengal. When he reached there he sat down by the 
side of a stream to rest, but then suddenly rose and performed his ablutions. 
In explanation, he said to those about him that he was saying prayers for the 
Shaikhul-lslam who had just died, and subsequently this turned out to be a 
fact. After praying he said to those present : “ As the Shaikhul Islam sent 
me out of Delhi so has my Shaikh Mulla Bhai sent him out of the wmrld.” 
The Saint acquired considerable property in Pandua and elsewhere in Beiigal, 
e.g., Deotala, and this estate, which is known as Bd'ds Hazara 
thousand), is still held by a mutawalll for the benefit of faqirs and the poor.^ 
When Shah Jalal came to Bengal he began to destroy idols, and the 
numerous Chilla Khdnas of the Saint probably indicate the actual sites of 
former Hindu temples. 

The Fdtiha (Death anniversary) of this Saint is celebrated in the month 
of Rajab each year, and pilgrims of all sorts assemble at the shrine from the 1st 

Wide JSTotes on Muixshi Ilahi Bakhsh’s Numd by H. Beveridge, 

Journal of the Asiatic Society of Botgalf VoL LXIV (1895), pp. 202-203. 
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to the 22nd of the month, but throughout the year travellers are given meals 
at the shrine. The Saint’s death is said to have occurred in 738 A.H. (1337 
A.D.), as expressed by the following Persian chronogram 

J'-T^ 

“ Jalaluddin was the glory of Allah and the glory of the saints^A’ 

The Tomb of Hazrat Shah JaldL 

The tomb of the Saint Shah Jalal is not at Pandua hut at Sylhet, or, as 
others say, in the Maidive Islands. It is said that on the occasion of Shah 
Jalal’s death, one Haji Ibrahim (one of the Saint’s followers) appeared simul- 
taneously at all the places of worship {Ohilla Khdna), where the Saint had been 
in the habit of praying, and having reported the death, died,, at each place. 
This tradition accounts for the several tombs of theHaj! all over the country. 
The belief is that the Haji was no other than the Saint himself. The reputed 
tomb at Pandua is nine feet six inches long and six feet two inches wide. 

B.— TAr JamivMasjid. 

As has already been noted, the original mosque is said to have been erected 
by Sultan ‘Alauddin ‘All Shah in 1342 A.D, on the spot where Hazrat Shah 
Jalal used to sit for meditation. The Saint’s seat was formerly enclosed with 
silver railings. The mosque was repaired in 1075 A.H. (1664 A.D.) by 
Shah Ni'matullah of Firuzpur, Gaur pp. 83-5). The Jhanda 

(heraldic device in copper) of Makhdiim Jahaniyan Jahangasht ('World 
Roamer’), as well as an ancient banner, are still preserved in this building. 

The inscriptions put up in the east wall of the building are as follows : — 

A I ♦VO 

ob ^ 

Translation , — " When this grand building was completed the date was 
' Bright be the shrine ’ (1075 A.H,).” 

And in another place it is bitten : — 

4JJ| stw ^ Cl,. AA*! O .CLsb. 

^ The author in accepting this date apparently overlooked the fact that Ifon Batuta, 
the Moorish traveller, who was in Bengal in 1345-46 A.D., actually visited the Saint at 
his hermitage in the ^mountains of Kamru’ (?Sylhet), and further records that he heard of 
the Saint’s death a year or two later when he had reached China. Hence it is probable 
that Hazrat Jalaluddin died about 1346 or 1347 A.D. As Munshi Ilahi Bakhsh suggests, 
the chronogram may only be a record of when Shah Jalal .finally left Pandua, /The Saint 
must have died at a very advanced age, as in his youth he is said to have been in Baghdad 
when the death of the last Caliph Mu‘tasim-billah took place in 1258 A.D. It must how- 
ever also be pointed out that as SHah Jalal’s alleged associates at Delhi all seem to 
have died in the early part of the 7th century A.H., it is quite possible that some confusion 
has taken place between two or more saints of the same name. — H. E. S, 
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Tramlation,— ‘ This is the building of Hazrat Shah Jalai. Hazrat Shah 
'M^matullah "repaired 'it/' 

The stone pillars inside the building for supporting the arches and domes 
are very massive. The stone slabs that project all round the cornice seem 
to be taken frop the platform of the Bddshdh^^ka-Takht of the Adina Mosque, 
and one of them, which has a long inscription on it, ought to be replaced, so 
that the inscription can be read and the slab preserved. The building is 57 
feet long, 64 feet wide and 24 feet high. 

There is an inscription on the west wall of the Slfddh-gdh (place of pros- 
tration) to the south of the mosque. It contains sentences of the Surah AUf~ 
Ldm-Mlm imm the Becond Chapter of the 


Carved Stone Pillars, and other objects of note in the Inner Compound, 


In front of the mosque there are two handsomely carved stone pillars 
which have evidently been taken from a Hindu temple. Nearby is a stone 
on which the Saint took his bath, as well as the base of a large pillar on which 
he is said to have sat when distributing alms. 
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There are also growing in the enclosure a J ack-fruit tree and a Pomegranate 
tree which are said to have been planted by Shah Jalal. The branches of the 
latter are weighed down by small pieces of brick which people who have no 
children, or are suffering from any disease, tie on to the branches by strips 
of cloth in order that the Saint may remove their affliction. 

G.— The Bhsind^r Kh^nsiy or Store Houser ^ 

This building was erected by Chand Khan in 1084 A.H. (1673 A.D.), 
and appears to be only a continuation eastwards of an older building that 
contained the second dstdnah (place of meditation) of Shah Jalal. The local 
story as to why two were provided is that when his Fir, Shaikh 

Shihabuddin Suhrawardi, visited Pandua, Shah Jalal made him sit on his own 
seat inside the mosque, and that after the Plr left, the Saint had another 
dstdnah erected a short distance to the north-east as he did not feel it possible 
again to use the seat that had been occupied by his preceptor. The entire 
building (including the dstdnah room to the west) is 62 feet 4 inches long, 30 
feet 6 inches wide and 15 feet 10 inches high and the inscription on the front 
wall is as follows:— 
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Translation . — “ 0 Benefactor ! 0 Avenger! In the name of Allah, the 
Merciful, the Compassionate ! May it end well! Shah Jalaluddin who was 
born at Tabriz, in whose praise tongues are pouring forth pearls. For 
his sake Chand Khan erected this building, being full of sincere motives. 
If people ask who dwells in this bright and beautiful edifice, perform 
the ablution of your mouth, as was done by (the poet) Sahir, and 
afterwards give in significant language its answer in the garb of a 
Chronogram ‘ Shah Jalaluddin of Tabriz.’ From the last line 1084 A.H. 
(1673 A.I).) comesout,”. 
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D.~Th£ Lakhan Seni Dalan. 

ThB Lahhan 8enl Dalan is a small building, opposite t\\& Bhandar Khdna, 
on the northern bank of the tank previously referred to, and appears to have 
served as a (reception room). It is only noteworthy for the 

inscription on its front W’^all, which seems to have been formerly over the first 
of Shah Jalal, i,e,, the Mosque building, and runs as 

follows , 


AUl 




0.6.sr./c - 0^ ^6ji c^^Ss c:^Uc aBI 

^ Ij) •" d.i3b L , _ dAsi^J 


adc^ I 11^ 


Tramlation.— ^ TMb exalted dstdnah of Hazrat Makhdum Shah Jalal of 
Tabriz was (formerly) repaired by Saiyid Ni^matullah Shah. As the wall on 
the southern side of it w^as not strong, the building w^as shaken a little during 
the mutatvalU’-Bhip oi Mawlawi Haibatullah. Muhammad 'Ali of Barji, being 
appointed Manager, engaged Bam Ram, son of Baikal Baj (to repair it). The 
rei)airs were completed on the 22nd Rajab in the year 1134 A. H. (1722 A.D.}, 
corresponding to 1119 of the Bengali era.” 

. It would be interesting to ascertain how" the building came to be known 
as ‘Miakhan Sen’s Building”. Some say that one Lakhan Sen was the 
of the shrine for some time. 


E . — The Tannur Khana, or Kitchen. 

This building, which lies to the east of the Bhandar Khdna, is of brick, 
and is 49 feet long, 27 feet wide and 16 feet 6 inches high. There is an oven 
in this house, which the Saint is said to have put on his head and used to cook 
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meat and bread for his teacher while on their travels. The inscription 
on the building records that it was bnilt by one Sa'dullah in 1093 A.H. (1682 
A. T). )j and runs as follows:— 
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Translation,---' ^ In the name of Allah, the Merciful, the Compassionate ! 
May it end well 1 Jalalnddm Shah was the Accepted of Allah, Angelic in dis- 
position and King of Religion and of the World. His disciple Sa'dnllah erected 
from pure motives this rest-giving building on earth. How^ excellent is a 
structure wherein people attain their wishes ! Wisdom asked wbat kind of 
building is this in which the hearts of men for ever find rest. An angel from 
the unseen wnrld whispered to him ‘ It is a noble building full of bliss,’ From 
the last line the year 1093 if comes out.” 


F. — Salami Barwazah, or 

This gateway stands on the right hand side of the main road. The gate 
proper is 22 feet long and 7 feet 9 inches wide. In front of this is a platform 
where, it is said, the Saint used to sit and perform his devotions. This gateway 
is built of brick and stone. The roof of the gate has recently been rebuilt in a 
wrong way by the ddrogd of the shrine and thus the flat roof is now changed into 
a hut-shaped one. Allah, Shah Jalal is written in Arabic characters on the 
stone lintel of the gate. 

Close by, to the south of this gate, is a very old mm tree. Rumour goes 
that it has grown out of a (twig) with which the Saint cleansed his 

teeth, 
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Opposite the gateway there i>s a flowering tree known as Gul4-€hm. ' The 
local people allege that a branch of this tree hangs over the road as far as the 
of the Saint and daily sprinkles fresh flowers over it. Another story 
about this branch is that a Hindu overseer once happened to have that branch 
cut by his coolies. As the branch fell his pony reared, and the overseer fell 
down and died- Some of the coolies, it is said, also vomited blood and died. 


Miscellaneous notes regarding the Shrine. 

The Puthi Mubarak or 'Blessed Book. ’—Amongst the relics of the Saint 
there Avas formerly a book in Sanskrit containing an account of his deeds; 
but it is now’ lost, and only a copy has survived. Mr. IJ. C. Batav3'al, i.c.s., 
late' Magistrate of Maldah, recorded the following note on the subject : “I 
visited this mosque on the 7th November 1892. In a chest inside the naosque, 
wrapped up in cloths, or rather rags, are preserved tw’o manuscripts in Bengali 
character, one on palm leaf, the other on paper. The manuscripts are worm- 
eaten. That on palm leaf has crumbled into pieces. The one on paper has 
become unreadable for the most part, as the leaves adhere to each other. 
Saiyid M^ahid ‘All, ddrogd of the shrine, informed me that in old times one Kin- 
kar Narayan Ohaudhuri, a Hindu, was mutawalU of the endowment. He 
was seized and taken to Dacca to prove his title: and as he was unable 
to do so he was thrown into prison. One night he prayed to the Saint and w^as 
told in a dream that the title deeds were in the possession of the ' Ganges ’ and 
that the river goddess would deliv^er them up if the Naw’ab agreed merely 
to take a copy and restore the original to tier. So the next morning the Nawab 
sent a writer with Kinkar Narayan to the riverside w^here two books were wafted 
by the waves. The books w^ere copied and again thrown into the river. The 
present manuscripts were the very same copies. It is said that a Bengali 
translation of the book was prepared by the late Maulvi Sadruddmb 

“I found the language to be Sanskrit. They w^ere preserved with much 
care and inteiest ; and at the Sripanchami time, I was told that a Brahman 
used to come to w orship the manuvscripts. Kinkar Narayan, it is said, was after 
then released ; and the Nawab sent Chand Khan^, Kokml, with a lakh of rupees 
to spend on charities. I give the story, as I heard it from Saiyid Wahid 'All, a 


^ This was Saiyid Sadraddin, alias Nawabjan, of Bohar. Burdwan district, who was a 
great schokir and who presented his excellent Library of Arabic and Persian books to 
Lord Curzon for preservation in the Imperial Library. He died in 1905. 

- If this is the Ciiand Khan wlio built the Bhandar Khdna the date of the occurrence 
and copying of the books is befoi’e 1673. Chand Khan was the son of Darya Khan, 
whose grave of black basalt is— according to Hah! Bakhsh — to be found in the jungle east of 
Shahpur, and who made in 1084 (1674) a translation of the Sinihcisan Battlsi (32 Tales 
of a Throne) under the title ot Kitdh Sarin, (Book of the Thrones). The Khan Sahib also 
notes that one Giris Chandra Rai, son of Iswar Chandra Rai of Bhaiyur (10 miles north of 
Bamangola), claims to be a descendant of Kinkar Narayan Chaudhuri,— H. E. S. 
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ddrogd of the dargdh. It is a pity that the manuscripts have been suffered to 
fall into decay without any attempt to restore them.”^ 

Waqf Mahals of the Shrine of Shah Jaldl. . 

The estate connected with the shrine of Hazrat Shah Jalal Tabrizi, is waqf 
property, and the Trusteeship of the shrine, together with the management of 
the waqf mahals which are said to have been from the beginning in the posses- 
sion of the shrine, is entrusted to ^mutawalU who is bound (under the accepted 
conditions of the original grant) to spend all the proceeds of the Waqf Estate 
on the performance of TJr$ (the Saint’s death anniversary), illumination, repairs 
of the shrine and education of students. He must further keep himself 
engaged in prayer for the continuance of the '‘eternal” Government. The 
present income of the Waqf Estate is about Es. 23,000 a year, and in the dis- 
bursement of the funds the mutawalU is assisted by a committee. 

2. The Chhoti Dargdh. 

Within the precincts of this famous dargdh, wliich is about a quarter of a mile 
to the north -w’-est of the shrine of Shah Jalal are found (in addition to many 
other graves) the tombs of the Saints Nur Qutbul 'Alam and his father 'Alaul 
Haqq, who probably claimed descent from the Quraysh tribe of Arabia — in 
particular from the famous general of early Muhammadan times, Khalid bin 
Walid. They w^ere thus of the same stock as the Prophet Muhammad. 

Hazrat Nwr Qutbul ^Alam. 

This renowned Saint was the spiritual successor of his father, and is said to 
have refused the invitation of his w'orldly brother, A'zam Khan, w^ho was 


1 Mr. Batavyal borrowed the Mss. and enlisted the help of Babu Haridas Palit and 
Pandit Raj am Kanta Chakra vartti of Maldah to prepare a transcript. Shortly afterwards 
Mr. Batavyal was transferred and, after his death in 1898, no trace could be found of 
either the Mss. or transcript. A rough copy however remained in the possession of Babu 
Haridas Palit and from this an edition of the work (which is called 8heh Subhodaya - — the 
^Blessed Advent of the Shaikh ’) was published by Babu Sukumar Sen of Calcutta in 1927. 
The work, as internal evidence shows, is certainly a forgery of the latter part of the 
16th centmy, and was probably prepared to establish a right to the Ba’is Hazarl estates 
during the preparation of Todar Mali’s rent-roll in Akbar’s time. The author is supposed 
to be Halayudha Misra, a Minister of Lakshman Sen ; but as both King Kapilesvara of 
Orissa (1434-70) and Sultan Husain Shah of Bengal (1493-1518) are mentioned, this shows 
the book must have been compiled after 1500 A.D. Mention is made of the erection of a 
mosque by Shaikh (or Shah) Jalal in the village of Pandunagar (in the Varendra country) 
which he had obtained by a miracle, and also the gift to him by Lakshman Sen (I) 
of the village Deotala. Ramavati (Gaur) is also mentioned. The Turks are correctly 
stated to have come eastward from Viharapatana (Bihar) in the^ S'a^a year 1124, or 1202 
A.D.—H. E. S. 
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Wazir, or Commander in Chief, to Sikandar Shah (or his son Ghiyasuddin 
A'zam) to take a post at Conrt. The chronogram of the Saint’s death Is 
jjb j j. j N fir bamir s hud, 'Light went into Light 

Before, however, he died on the 9th ofZil Qa'dah in 818 A,H. (1415 A.D.), 
Nur Qutbnl 'Alam played a most important part in the events that resulted, in 
the first quarter of the 15th century A.D., in the temporary accession to the 
throne of Bengal of two Hindu Kings, Danuja Marddana and Maheiidra, 
besides, indirectly contributing to the speedy re-establishment of Muslim 
supremacy under the son of the former, Jalaluddln, whom the Saint had 
converted to Islam (vide supra, rpp, 27-29). As Buchanan Hamilton remarked 
ill 1808, there w’^as some truth in the assertion then made to him by the 
local people that these Saints were the real Kings of Bengal, as it was only 
according to their pleasure that the temporal Kings could reign. 

The Pillars round Nur Qutbul 'Alam\s Tomb. 

The tomb of the Saint is covered with a canopy of white linen supported 
by four red stone pillars. There is a fifth pillar at the head of the tomb with 
the following Persian inscription on it which states that the pillars w^ere pre- 
sented by one Pirzad Khan in the year 1020 A.H. (1612 A.I).). The inscrip- 
tion is difficult to read but appears to be as follows^ 

sj { — ii-c j! \j olj 

jjj oI’Iaw} jj 

Translation.— ^ The humble slave, son of Hatim al-Millat, Pirzad Khan, 
sent as an offering these pillars from the country of Ispaniya to the shrine of 
Hazrat Burhanal-Haqq wad -Din Shaikh Nur Qutbul Alam in the month of 
RabVul Awwal of the year 1020 (A.H. 1612 A.D,). [They were sent] in charge 
of Kamal, son of Darwish Malmi, and [were erected] xmder the supervision of 
:'Gopal.”. " ■ ■ 

A tradition current among the local people about the red stone pillars is as 
follows : — 

A Persian merchant named Adam Saudagar was coming to India in a ship, 
with, among other commodities, these pillars for purposes of trade ; but on his 

1 Bloehmann {op. cit. p. 262) gives the chronogram as Shamsul Hiddyat {'La.mp oi Guid- 
ance) which corresponds to 851 A.H. (or 1447 A.D.) ; but fiom the pedigree given on 
p. 1 11, it is clear that this cannot be correct.’-— H, E. S. 

- 1 am indebted to Mauivi Haimul-Husain, Assistant Inspector of Scliools for Muham- 
madan Education, Rajshahi Division, not only for this revised reading, but also for much 
help wdth other inscriptions, e.g., that mentiohed in the next two sections which is now 
fco be found over the gate of the enclosure-round ‘Alaul Haqci’s tomb. To him also is 
due the important correction of the Muhammadan name for Deotala (Tabrlzabad, instead 
of Bloehmann ’s reading TJriiabad) at the end of this book,— -H, IS. S. 
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way he was overtaken by a violent storm at sea. He had heard of the power of 
the Saint, Nur Qutbul ' Alam, and, solemnly praying for his intervention, vowed 
that if he were rescued from his trouble he would present him with half of his 
wealth and pay him respect at Pandua. While he was thus praying, the Saint 
happened to be having himself shaved at his residence in Pandua, when all at 
once the Saint told the barber to stop shaving him and to close his eyes. The 
Saint then interceded with God on behalf of the merchant who, it is said, 
received immediate help and his ship was brought safely to harbour. After 
a while the Saint told the barber to open his eyes and to go on with his work. 
The barber saw' the hand of the Saint vfet with water and asked him what was 
the cause of this. The Saint, after repeatedly refusing, told him what 
had happened. It is said that when this merchant reached India he first came 
to the Saint and wanted to present him. with half of his wealth, but the Saint 
dechned the offer. The merchant then married his daughter to the Saint and 
I)resented him with these five red pillars. It is further stated that the 
merchant spent the remaining years of his life with the Saint, and died at 
Pandua.^ His grave is still to be seen in the cemetery of the shrine, to the 
south of Shaikh ‘Alaul Haqq’s tomb. 

Shaikh ‘Aldul Haqq^ 

According to the inscription over the gate of the enclosure round his tomb, 
which lies just to the east of his son’s tomb, the real name of ‘Alaul Haqq, the 
father of Niir Qutbul ‘Alain, was possibly Ahmad {vide next paragraph), and he 
was the son of ‘ Umar bin As‘ad Khalidi, These two Saints thus claimed to be 
of Quraysh Arab stock and w'ere therefore relatives of the Prophet. ‘Alaul Haqq 
belonged to a w^ell-to-do upcountry family, and was also the spiritual successor 
of Akhf Sirajuddin ‘Usman of Gaur.^ “They say that when Shaikh Akhi 
Siraj obtained the khildfat (successorship) from Nizamuddin Auliya and de- 
parted for Bengal, he represented that a man of knowledge and rank lived there, 
and asked how^ he should manage with him. Nizamuddin replied, ‘Bo not be 
anxious, he w'ill be your servant {khddimY and so it turned out. They say 
that Shaikh Sirajuddin used to be carried about the country, and that cooked 
food used to be taken along with him, and that his servants would put a hot 
pot on Shaikh ‘Alaul Haqq’s head, so that his hair got all burnt off. And 
he had to pass in this guise before the houses of his relations who were King’s 
ministers” (Beveridge’s summary of Ilahi Bakhsh’s Khurshld-i-Jahdn 
Numd; J. A. S. B., 1895, p.206). It is also said that Sikandar Shah, who came 

^ From the known date of the merchant Pirzad (1612 A.D.), the story can only refer 
to one of the Saint’s descendants and not to the Saint himself, as the latter died 200 years 
before the presentation of the pillars by Pirzad.— H. E. S. 

^ As already noted onp. 91, Blochmann {Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1873, 
p. 260) says this Saint died in Bengal in 758 A.H. or 1357 A.D., whereas, from the chrono- 
gram given by Mnnshi Ilahi Bakhsh, the date of his death wonld appear to have been 
743 A.H., or 1342 A.D. In view of the contradictions in the dates given in the 
present paragraph and attached notes, the dates require further investigation and 
verification. — H. E. S. 
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to the throne in 1358 A.B. drove ‘Alaul Haqq away to Sunargaon, but later, 
when A'zam Shah revolted, he was permitted to return to Pandua. 'Alaul 
Haqq died on the Rajah 786 A,H. (1384 A.B. and the chronogram of 
his death is as follows 31 ^^ 

^Alaul Haqq has been united with God/ ’ 

It is said that when Hazrat ‘Alaul Haqq died Makhdum Jahaniyan 
Jahangashf^ appeared at Pandua and performed the Jawasa (funeral 
prayer) ceremony for the Saint; 

Inscription over the Door of the Enclosure of Shaikh 'Aldul Haqq's Tomb, 

The photograph of the tomb enclosure, given by Pavenshaw as Plate 29 of 
his Gaur, shows no inscription over the gate : but when repairs were made some 
years ago a most interesting twodined inscription in mixed Arabic and Persian 
was placed over the gate. It does not appear to have been previously recorded, 
and, so far as it can at present be read, the text is as follows : — 

U djj>b 

^ I Q.jv 

:i< ob 

AJJ) aIIjSS. J 

^ J yy ^J(.c 

j LjjiUi) liS aJlA (Aa-u*! jJ) ^ 

Jsbo fcA |0 ^SU tA^(^ I-6.C0 AW y cJlj 

^ dSi-o ; (S) 

^ Biochmaim {Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal^ 1873, p. 262) gives the date of 
'Alaui Haqq’s death as the 1st Eajab 800, or 20th March 1398 ; but if Shaildi ‘Alaul Haqq 
was young enough to have become AkhI Sirajuddin’s menial servant when the latter 
came to Bengal after Nizamuddin Auliya’s death in 1325 A. D., he must have been born 
about the beginning of the century. Hence, even in 786 A.H., he must have been an 
old man. Makhdum lahaniy an is apparently Saiy id Jalaluddin Bukhari (of Uchh) who 
died (according to the Safinatul-Auliya. p. 116) in 785 A.H., i.e., before either of the 
supposed dates of 'Alaul Hfiqq’s death.— H. E. S. 
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Translation. — '‘ Allah ! There is no god but He 1 the Living, the Self- 
subsisting : neither slumber seizeth Him nor sleep : His is whatsoever is in the 
Heavens and whatsoever is in the Earth 1 Who is he that can intercede with 
Him but by His own permission ? He knoweth what is present with his crea- 
tures , and what is yet to befall them : yet nought of His knowledge do they com - 
prehend save what He willeth. His Throne reacheth over the Heavens and 
the Earth, and the upholding of both burdeneth Him not ; and He is the 
High, the Great/’ ( Qnr'dn, Surah II — Ayatu4- Knrsl : Rodwell’s translation, 
p. 400.) " Ra‘d (the Angel of the Thunder) uttereth His praise, and the (other) 
Angels (also), from awe of Him ” ( Qur’an, Surah XIll). May their end be for- 
tunate 1 (Persian) This gate has been erected in memory of Hazrat Shaikhul 
Islam, Crown of the Nation, Full Moon among the Saints who have been 
united (with Allah), Accepted at the Tribunal of the Lord of* the Worlds, Hope- 
ful of the mercy of the Eternal, by Shaikh Babu (?) [-i-?] Muhammad KhalidI 
(i.e., descendant of Khalid bin Walid)— May Allah preserve him in both worlds ! 

> — (for) the place of worship of the pious, the dstdnah (seat) of Hazrat Sultdnul 
Lirijtn (Sultan of the Saints), Qutbtd Aqtcib (Pole of Poles), Slain by the love of 
the All-Giver, Hazrat Qutbi-- Alam, Makhdum Shaikh Nurul Haqq wa-sh- 
Shara 'wa-d-Din Ahmad (-i-?) 'Umar bin As'ad Khalidi, Sahib Maqdml {i.e., of 
the highest rank among Sufis). May Allah preserve it so long as the Sun and 
Moon of the Heavens are over your head (i.c., up to the Day of Resurrection) ! 
(It was finished) on the 3rd of the month of -May its dignity be 

respected 1— in the year 980 ” (A.H., i.e., November, 1572 A.D.). 

The inscription is particularly curious owing to it hardly referring at all to 
Nur Qutbul 'Alam’s father, from which the inference may be drawn that what- 
ever fame 'Alaul Haqq had as a Saint had been almost forgotten by the time 
this inscription was written. Its special interest however lies in the names that 
are mentioned. The reading of these is by no means certain as, in the inscrip- 
tion, Babu Muhammad looks more like Buya Muhammad, while the actual order 
of the names towards the end is 'Ahmad 'Umar i bin As‘ad Khalid’. The inscrip- 
tion w’-as however undoubtedly put up somewhere in the immediate vicinity ' of 
where it now is by the builder of the Qutb Shahi Mosque that lies a little to the 
north of the shrine ; and a reference to the pedigree of the family in the posses- 
sion of the Manager shows (a) that the great grandson of Shaikh Abdal (who 
was himself one of the great grandsons of Nur Qutbul 'Alam) w^as called 
Muhammad and that the latter had a son named Babu ; (6) that Niir Qutbul 
'Alam’s real name was Ahmad and (c) that, while no special name is assigned 
to 'Alaul Haqq, his father is said to have named ' Umar As'ad Lahori. 
The chief importance -of the inscription is its support of the family claim to 
descent from Khalid bin Walid, and the fresh light it throws on the member 
of the family who built the Qutb Shahi mosque.^ 

^This inscription has only very recently (1930) been noticed and read, and it has not 
therefore been possible to do more than include a mention of it in the appropriate place. 
The inscriptions at the Qutb Shahi mosque obviously need further study in the light of 
what is now recorded. — H. E. S. 
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Genealogical Tree of the Qutbi Family of Pandua.^ 


1 . Makhdiim Shaikh ‘ Alaul Haqq {died probably in 1384 A . D.) . 


S. Muhammad 'Ala. S. Muhammad B. Q^zi. 2. S. Ahmad Nur 


A'zam. 


Qutbul ' Aiam 
{died in 1416 
A,D.). 


3. S. Afqah or Rif atuddin. 


S. Anwar Shahid (killed in 1418 A .D.). 


4. S. Zahid {died in 1466 A. D.) S. AJmal. 


1 

S. Akmal. 


S. Sufi. 


5. S.Ashraf. 


S. PirMu'alla. 
(This man 
had two 

sons, but 
his branch 
of the 

family ulti- 
mately be- 
came ex- 
tinct.) 


S. Qalandar. 


S, Ghaus {alive 
in 1493 A, D. 

S . Darwish . 8 . Ahmad . ^ — vide ins- S . Q utb 

cription of 

Muzaffar 

Shah). 


S. Autad. 


S. Abdal 
(Had one 
son— S. 
Khalilur- 
Rahman 
—but 
this 
branch 
of the 
family 
also ulti- 
■ mately , 
became 
extinct.) 


S. Sharif. S. Bahauddin. 6. S. Musharraf S.Kabir. 

{alias S, Raja 
- -or-Reza)., 

I 

7- S. Ahmad. 

I 

8. S. Mahmud. 


9. S. Nizamuddin. 
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{concluded,) 

9. S. Nizamiiddm. 

: [ 

10. S, Sharafuddin 

(alive 1648 A.D,— 

11. S. Hamiduddm. ^ ^ 

12. S. Kabir (alive in 1648 A.D. 

1 — Sanad),^ 


S. Nuruddin. S. Dargabi. 13. S. Qutbuddin. 


14. S. Badruddin. 


S, Qamaruddin. 15. Bibi NanhizzSaiyid Shah Chtod — 'Mah 

j Wall' (‘Moon Saint’) — of 
I Eklakhi, Burdwan. 


S. Najmuddin, S. Shamsnddin. 16. Saiyid Shah Ghulam Husain 

V ^ / (died before 1810) zirBibi Saiyid- 

Noissue. I un-Nisa. 


17. Saiyid Shah Ghulam Najaf, Dakhilkar ( ‘Be venue payer ’). 


18. Shah Farman ‘All =zHabibun-Nisa Shah Fateh ‘AIL 

I of Eklakhi, 

19. Bibi Sajidun-NisamChaudhuri Muwahhidur-Bahmto of Kol, 

I Bankura. 


20. Chaudhuri Mumajjadur-Bahman. 

1 

21. Bibi Shamsun-Nahar (now living) —.Dr. Muhammad Siddiq (of 

I Calcutta). 


22. Saiyid Asghar Ahmad. Saiyid Shamsur-Bahman. (Another son.) Saiyid 
(deceased). Badruzzaman. 



113' 


MKiVIOlES or GAUR ANB FAm>UA. 

TiUe Deed of the SMsh (or Chhay) Kazan 

There is a traditioii that Sultan Husain Shah presented one Sharafud(lTri, 
son of Nizanuiddin (one of the descendants of Nur Qutbiil ‘Alam) with 47 vil- 
lages (rent-free) for the support of the endowment In course of time tiie 
documents became decayed and were shown by Shaikh Kabir, the Superintend- 
ent for the time being, to Sultan Shuja'. The latter made a fresh grant to 
Shaikh Kablr, dated 25th Sha'hdn in the 22nd year of the reign of Shah Jahan, 
corresponding to 1058 A.H. (1648 A.D.). The document bears the seal of 
Shah Shu ja‘. 


Objects of Interest in the Dargah Enclosure, 


The following are the more important objects of iriterest to be seen in the 
Chhctl Dargah enclosure. 


^ Wlien a reference was made to the present Manager of the Shash Hazdn estate, it 
was found that the pedigree given by the late Khan Sahib was altogether different from 
the copy now at Pandua — especially in the generations after about 1500 A.D, The Pan- 
dua version has therefore been printed in the text in spite of serious doubts as to even the 
authenticity of the latter (which is only a copy obtained from the companion of a faqlr 
who borrowed the original document some time ago and never returned it). As however 
the name of No. 16, Saiyid Shah Ghulam Husain, had been replaced in the pedigree by 
an entry ‘ Shah Muhammad Wali ’ (which seems to be a corruption of the title cf liis 
father) the latter part has been corrected in the light of the following facts, as well as 
other enquiries : (1) Buchanan Hamilton in his ‘ Pumea ’ {op, cit,, p. 463) written in 1810, 

notes that the estate was then ‘under the management of a lady named Bibi Saiduii 
Nesa, widow of Golam Hoseyn.’ (2) In the pr59is of the enquiry made in 1829 by the then 
Collector of Dinajpur, Mr. J. W; Sage, at the instance of the Board of Revenue, as to 
whetlier the estate was madod-i-rE ash or waqf, it is stated that Saiyid Shah Ghulam Najaf, 
who was then Sajjdda NisMn in control of the estate) was the son of the late Saiyid 
Shah Ghulam Husain and his widow Bibi Saiyidim Nisa. If we take 30 years to a 
generation and count backwards from the date of the 1648 A.D. Sanad to the known 
date of Shaikh Ghaus (1493 A.H.), and forward down to Bibi Shamsun-Nahar (who is still 
quite young), there is no discrepancy between the expected number of generations and the 
number as given in the pedigree, so it may be taken in its present form to be approxi- 
mately correct. — H. E. S. 

2 As 8 generations (or roughly 250 years) are shown in the pedigree just given between 
‘Alaul Haqq and Sharafuddin, the tradition cannot be correct as Husain Shah flourished 
about 1500 A.D., or only three or four generations after ‘Alaul Haqq. A reference to the 
confirmation in 1841 A.D. of the lakMrdj (rent-free) character of the Shash Hazdrl estate 
shows the actual facts of the case to be that a sanad was granted by Shah Shuja‘ in 1058 
A.H. in the name of Sharafuddin, and that Kabir (Sharafuddin’s grandson) was then 
on the gadi (Sajjdda Nishln). The name of the SirJcar in which the estates were situated 
was Jannatabad. The present Manager says that although the grant was mad© in 
Sharafuddln’s name, he had previously resigueej the management of the estate to Kabir. — 
H.E. S.' 


8 
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A.— The GUlla Khdna oi^ Nee Qutbde ‘Alam. 

This is close to the tomb of the Saint and on the west side of it. Although 
the building is old, the roof and verandah appear to have been built of late years. 
It is of brick, with stone facing, and there is a good deal of stone carving in- 
side. On the east side there are three doors, over each of which there is an 
inscription. Those to the left and right are not very legible but, from the 
reproductions given in Ravenshaw’s Gaur [Plate 49-No. 8(a) : and Plate 52- 
No. 15], it may be seen that the former records the building of a mosque in 
the time of the short-lived Sultan Nasiruddin Abul Mujahid Mahmud Shah 
ir II 896-1-A.H.! Spring of 1491 A.D.) by Ulugh Majlis Khan Ada, 
while the latter dates from 915 A.H. (1509 A.I).) in Husain Shah’s reign, and 
also appears to commemorate the building of a mosque by one Ulugh Tahir 
Khan. The middle inscription is more legible, and the reference to the tomb 
being in the Sufi Khdna seems to show that the Saint was buried (like the 
Prophet himself ) within his own house, which has now disappeared but which 
was rebuilt in 1493 A. D. It should be noted, however, that the local people 
also refer to the Guest House (now the local Post Office) which lies to the north- 
east of the main enclosure, as the Silfi Khdna. The Muhammad Ghaus 
mentioned in the inscription was one of the great grandsons of Hazrat Nur 
Qutbul ‘Alam. The wording of the inscription is as follows : — 


^ ) I /«! aIAO J otj 6^X9 

^ Jc AJJj jsK. ^ 


biAlj d 1 y ^tk U iwJf 

y y A-Cb* 41)1 t)lA ^^^kJ-Aw jxk/® jjj y 

^LaJ| 41 J| DaSPvO 


J L— ^LA/^ J'V^ J.A5JI y 

Translation . — ‘‘ Almighty Allah says : ' Verily the first house that was 
sounded for men is tfie op^ in Biased Bakkah (Mecca) which is a guidance to 
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all beings. In it are clear signs ; the place of Abraham ; and who enters into 
it is safe ; and Allah enjoined men to visit it, if they are al)Ie to go there ; but 
whosoever disbelieves, verily, Allah is independent of all beings, ’ ( Qnr^dn III, 

verses 90 to 92.) In this Stifi hnilding the Tomb of the Pole (Quth) of Poles 
was built, who was slain by the love of the All -giver, the Shaikh of Shaikhs 
Hazrat Shaikh Nurul Haqq wa-sh-Shara* wa-d-Din Saiyid Qntb 'Alam — May 
Allah purify his beloved heart and may Allah illuininate his grave ! This 
house was built in the reign of the just, liberal and learned Sultan, the Defender 
of Islam and of the Muslims, Shamsudduniya waddfn Abu Nasr Muzaffar 
Shah, the Sultan — May Allah perpetuate his kingdom and rule and may He 
elevate his condition and dignity 1 This house was built during the khildfat 
of Shaikhul Islam the Shaikh of Shaikhs, son of the Shaikh of vShaikhs, Shaikh 
Muhammad Ghaus — ^May Almighty Allah ever protect him I Dated the 17th 
of the blessed 898 A. H.” (2nd July 1193 A. D.). 


B.~ Inscbiftion in the kitchen. 

Just to the north of the ChiUa Khdna Ees the Saint’s kitchen, in the pas- 
sage of which, fixed over the door leading out to the north, is to be found a very 
beautiful inscription of the time of Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah I, in whose person 
the House of Ilyas Shah was restored to the throne of Bengal in 1442 A.D. It 
records the construction of the tomb of an Imam (possibly that of the 
immediate successor to Shaikh Zahid, the grandson of Hazrat iSTur Qutbul 
'Alam,) by one Latif Khan, and is dated the 28th Zil Hijja, 863 A.H. (26th 
•October 1459 A.D.). The inscription — a reproduction of w^hich is given 
on Plate VI — runs thus--- 

fU |J) ADI ^ 0^1 i'ibli Jr jSi JlS 

^^(3 j^IjC Jr J^ O ^ 

oIaan*) J^Il) ) O J) y 

>mii jiiD Jjjj 

^ AjJl 

^ oliSl j o‘xlxJ| j 
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Tfmislaiion,— '' Almighty Allah says : ' Every soul shall taste of death ’ 
( Quf'mhlll, 182). He also says, ‘ When their time is Gome, they shall nei- 
ther retard nor advance it an hour ’ (Qur'an, X, 50). He also says, ^ Every- 
thing on earth fadeth, but the face of thy Lord remaineth full of glory and 
honour,’ LV, 26). 

‘'Our revered Master, the Teacher of Imams, the Proof of the Congregation, 
the Sun of the Faith, the Testimony of Islam and of the Muslims, who bestowed 
advantages upon the poor and the indigent, the Guide of Saints and of such as 
wish to be guided, passed away from this transient world to the everlasting 
mansion on the 28th Zil Hijja, a Monday, of the year 863, during the reign of 
the Sultan of Sultans, the Protector of the countries of the Faithful, 
Nasirudduniya waddin Abul Muzaffar Mahmud Shah, the Sultan-— May 
Allah keep him in safety and security ! This tomb was erected by the great 
Khan, Latif Khan— May Allah protect him against evils and misfortunes I” 

C.— Pkaying-station 

The front wall of the kitchen passage serves as a 8ijdd-gdh, before wliich 
persons visiting the OMlla Khdna can perform their devotions ; and on the 
east face of this wall is fixed a very big inscribed stone, the reading of which 
is as follows 

aJ iSt 4JJ ^ ^ Jljj 



J3-JI 

Jo 

'*•1 u 


^ 10.4 ^ 

o 





sLa 




j'l 

UJaJI 



ditlaLw 

^ AJkLo 

AU 1 aI flSk. ) 



i 






4U| 

llcl 






c/ir ^ 

osb] pi 

,3 (XHjI 

m 









^ AiUiUj j 




Translation , — “ The Prophet— May Allah’s blessing rest upon him !— says : 
‘ He who builds a mosque for Allah, shall have a castle built for him by Allah 
in Paradise.’ This mosque was built in the reign of the Just and Liberal 
Sultan Shamsudduniya waddin Abul Muzaffar Yusuf Shah, the Sultan, 
son of Barbak Shah, the Sultan, son of Mahmud Shah the Sultan — May Allah 
perpetuate his kingdom and sovereignty ! — ^by the exalted Majlis, Majlisul 
Majahs — ^May Almighty Allah exalt his dignity in both worlds 1 And this 
took place on Friday, the 20th Rajab — ^May its dignity be respected 1- — of 
the year 884, according to the era of the flight of the Prophet, upon whom 
may Allah’s blessing and peace rest 1” 




Pr,ATB VI 


The Nasiruddln Mahmud Shah /I} inscription of Pandua. A H. ^3, 
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It is clear that this line inscrij>tioii originally belonged to a mosque built 
in 884 A.H. (1479 A.D;) in the reign of Yiisiif Shah ; and that it has been 
brought to the shrine from elsewhere. A reproduction of the inscription will 
be found as Plate 47 of Ravenshaw's 6ra?4r. 

D.— Mosque of Qizi Nur. 

This is a three -domed brick mosque which lies immediately to the 
north of the tomb of Makhdum ‘Alaul Haqq, Its dimensions are 58 feet 
by 24 feet. There is no inscription over the door^. 

It is said that one Qazi Nur endowed a landed property at Qazihatta 
(near the Raikhan Bighi, 3 miles to the north-west) for the proper 
up-keep of this mosque. The income of this property is still about Rs. 500 
per annum and is included in the revenues of the Skash Hazdn Estate. 


E,—Mitha Talm, OB. Tank. 

On the east side of the shrine enclosure there is a tank; said to have 
been dug in the time of ^ Alaul Haqq. The ghats are made of stone taken 
from the neighbouring ruined buildings. Some years ago a carved stone 
from the pulpit of the Adina Mosque was found at the ea,st ghdf. 

F. — BahishUka-Darwdzahy or Gate of Paradise. 

This is a small one-domed building south-east of the tomb of Hazrat Nur 
Qutb ‘Alam. It is said that Shaikh Zahid, grandson of Nur Qutbul 'Alam, 
was born in this building, which thus became sacred, and pilgrims visit it with 
the hope that their sins will be forgiven in the next world. Over the gateway 
there is an inscription in curious characters, but onty Yd Allah and 
Ta are legible. It is said that lam A ‘sawi (the Greatest Name of 

Allah) is written on it. The common belief is that persons haunted by 
evil spirits are freed from them on approaching the door of this sacred place, 
and crowds of superstitious people are to be seen surrounding the spot to 
witness the interesting ceremonies by which evil spirits are exorcised when 
these are being performed. 


This mosque has now — 1930 — been repaired (and modernised) by BibI Shamsun- 
NaTiar, the eldest surviving descendant of the Saint. — H. E. S; 

2 It is said that a Hindu jogi once presented to the Saint a touch-stone which, 
however, was thrown by the Saint into this tank. When the jogi afterwards dived into 
the tank to recover the stone he was surprised to find innumerable touch-stones at the 
bottom of the tank. With some difficulty the found his own stone, and afterwards 
settled in a place close to Rangamatia which was henceforth called Jogia Asan, 
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G.— The Kdld Patthar , or Black Stone. 


This is a little east of the tomb of ‘Alaul Haqq and is the tomb of a child 
named Inayatullah, the son of a nobleman of Sabzawar in Khurasan. The 
tomb is made of black basalt. The child was buried on the 1st of Ramazan 
1017 A.H. (1608 A.D.) ; and the inscription on the stone is as follows 


* ^1 

jiblio 4JLI| 

tjj 

xS ^: sx!b j 4* I V 


r^' 


.^/o (jilc 


Translation.— ^ This h the tablet on the tomb of the innocent child 
Inayatullah, son of Tahir Muhammad, son of Imamuddin Hirsain, son of 
Sultan 'All, of Sabzawar — May Allah illuminate his resting place! 1st 
Ramazan 1017 A.H.” (November 29th, 1608 A.D.). 


H. — Tomb op Sher Khan. 

Close to the Kola Patthar there is the tomb of Sher Khan, son of Jawhar 
Khan. It is said that he was a soldier in the service of the nobleman of 
Sabzawar, 

I.— Tombs of Shaikh Afqah and Shaikh Anwar. 

They were respectively the eldest and the youngest sons of Nur Qiitbul 
' Alam. Shaikh Afqah(or Rifatuddm, as he is called in the pedigree given by 
Ilahl Bakhsh) was celebrated for his humility . His tomb is beside his father's. 
Shaikh Anwar is said to have died a martyr at SunargEon at the hands of 
Raja Kans. He was famous for his generosity and used to have sheep 
fattened and killed for the faqirSy though he did not touch meat himself. 
Between the tombs of the two brothers are those of two other brothers named 
Mudmil Islam and "Ainu! Islam, who were devoted servants of Nur Qutb. 
Munshi Ilahl Bakhsh, the author of the ^ Khurshld-i- J ahdn Nimut (from 
which most of these notes on the Qutbi family are drawn), suggests that the 
first of these may have been the Mu‘inuddin ‘Abbas, the father of Badrul- 
Islara, who — according to the author of the Riydzu-s-Saldtm — was slain by 
Raja Kans before 1415 A.D. for refusing to pay him any respect. 

J. — ^Tomb of Shaikh Zahid. 

Shaikh Zahid was the son of Shaikh Afqah and grandson of Nur Qutbul 
’'Alam. His tomb is beside his father’s on the south side and his prayer stone 
lies just to the west. He had ten sons. His death took place on the 17th 
BabVnl Awwal 860 A.H. (1455 A.D.). The chronogram of his death is — 

“ He had no love for the world.” 
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K, — The BlM Mahah 

This was the house for the harem ot the Saint Nur Qutbiil ^Alam. It lies 
north of the shrine and is now a heap of mins. From the enamelled 
bricks lying on the site it is assumed that the building was faced with glazed 
bricks. It is said that the ground storey lies under these heaps of brick. 
Some carved stone lintels are still lying on the spot. 

L.— Stoke Capital. 

A huge circular stone block, 6 feet 9 inches in diameter and 3 feet 6 inches 
thick, lies to the south of the JfaM. It seems to be the capital of a 
stone column, and a photograph of it has been given in Ravenshaw’s Gaur 
(Fig. 1: Plate 30). The local people call it the Bath-seat of ISIur Qutbul 
• Alam. In 1896 this stone was moved by the then Manager of the Estate and 
a hole dug to search, for supposed hidden treasure. The hole is still visit>le, 
and brickwork to a great depth can be seen in the hole. 

M.— The OB Quest Ho USE, AND Gate. 

These buildings lie outside the enclosure of the dargdh and to the north- 
east of it. The M'lisd fir Khcina itself (which is also referred to by the local 



Fig. 20. — Copper Drums of Nawwdh Mir Qdsim Khan, in front of the Cate 

MusMr Khana, 
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people as the Sufi KJidna) is now used as a post office. The gate was built 
of carved tiles, traces of which are still existing in the walls, but the building 
is no longer in its original form and the roof is now covered with old w^ooden 
beams and hargas (small cross beams). The sill of the gateway is a black 
basalt stone and bears the signs of the Zodiac. On one of the jambs of this 
gateway are some marks said to have been caused by a named Dokor- 
posh,^ or Khirka-posh (He of the tattered clothes) who, the legend says, 
arrived at the gate, hungry and foot-sore and, on being refused admittance, 
dashed his head against the jamb. He was afterwards admitted to take a 
share of the food when decently dressed, and, it is said, revenged himself on 
the authorities by making his clothes eat the meal set before him. 

N, — Copper Drums. 

Two large copper drums are still lying near the gate of tlie Musdfir Khanci. 
It is said that they w’^ere presented by Nawwab Qasim Khan (Nawwilb Kazim 
of Bengal)^ whose name is engraved on the border of one of the drums. 

It is said that they were used to call the guests to their meals. 

3. Tke Qutb SMM Masjid. 

[Built by a Member of the Qutbl Family in 990 A.H. (1582 A.D.).] 

The Qutb ShahT Mosque lies midway between the shrine of Ndr Qutbul 
‘ Alam and the EkM^hi Mausoleum. It is built of brick and stone and 
had ten domes. The roof has fallen in, but the walls and the pulpit are stand- 
ing. Its dimensions are 82 feet 6 inches by 37 feet 8 inches. From the in- 
scription it appears that it was built in 990 A.H. (1582 A.D.) by Makhdum 
Shaikh, son of Muhammad al-Khalidi who was a descendant of Nur Qutb. It 
was called the Qutb ShaM Mas jid, a mark of respect to the Saint Nur 

Qutbul ‘Alam. The following is the two-hne inscription in 
characters over the doorway : — 

(Jm^^ J AJJ| ^ 

^fj| .(UJj ^ aIIo AUf iXro jf) 

^ If the true name be . Dokorposh, this may be the Makhdum Gharibul Husain 
Dokorposh who is buried near the mosque (6 miles north-east of Kaiganj in the Dinajpiir 
District) noticed by Buchanan Hamilton ( De6•cnp^^on of Dinajpur, p. 34)— 
H. E. S. 

2 He was successor to Mir Ja^far and was defeated in the battle of Buxtir — 1764 A.D. 
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Fig, 27.“— Qutb Shahi Masjid, or Golden Mosque^ Pandun, 





Fig, 22 , — Pulpit of the Qutb SPialii Mosque. 
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The Propte the blessings and peace of Allah be 

upon him !— has said, /Whoever in this world has erected a mosque for Allah, 
Allah will build for him seventy palaces in Paradise/ This mosque was 
built by our great and respected Makhdum Shaikh, son of Muhammad ah 
Khalidi who was the Supervisor of the abode of the Pole of Poles and Leader 
of the Pious. He was a follower of Shaikh Nur— May Allah extend 
his shadow and make his past deeds fruitful ! This mosque is called the 
Qutb Shahi Mosque, and its Chronogram is ‘Makhdum 'Ubaid Raji\^ 
By taking the numerical value of the Arabic letters of the last sentence, 
the date is seen to be 990 A.H. 


^ That is ‘‘Makhdvim who is the humble servant, hopeful (of God’s mercy).” As 
has already been noted in note 1, p. 110, this inscription, as well as the other two at this 
mosque, require further study. From the inscription over the gate of the tomb 
enclosure of ‘Alaul Haqq, the real name of the builder may be Makhdum Shaikh 
Babu, son of Muhammad Khalidr~H.. E* S. : 
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There is another inscription over the pulpit which runs as follows : — 

jj ^Jj j} ^ djcuw.'^ <A/»| d} * ^^0 r/ji 

^ A qqr iji" . 


As quoted, the meaning of this inscription is more or less unintelligible, 
and they do not yield the date 993 A.H. given on the stone. Perhaps the 

correct reading of the last line would be * j ^bi> aaaA«./» 

which yields 993 A.H. The purxjort of the above verse might then be said 
to be : “ Look woil at this bird who is always inclined to live in the desert. 
With his beak he utters a melody of the true faith like the morning breeze. 
This chronogram was revealed by the grace (of Allah) and was accepted. 
‘ The foundation of the mosque adorned by Makhdum ’ in the ^^ear 993.’’ 

There is an entrance gate attached to this mosque ; but it is now past 
repair. This gate had an inscription but it is no longer traceable. The 
text and translation of the inscription are reproduced here (with slight cor- 
rections) from Beveridge’s notes on the KhursMd-i-Jahan Numa (loc. 
ciL, p, 210):- " 




jAaarJ) jAftijj 









^ jLc ^<AjbcJ 1 


Tfmislalion.—^^ The gate of this mosque was built by the hum]>le Faqir 
Makhdum Shaikh, son of Muhammad al-Khalidi, who was the disciple of 
liim of high rank, the Sun of the Sky of Ileligion, and the Moon of the Mine 
of Truth, a Guide to the Way of Spirituality, the Exalted Makhdum, Makhdum 
Quth-i-‘Alam — May Allah illuminate his grave 1 The gate of the mosque was 
finished in the year 993 ” (A.H. : 1585 A.T).), 

This mosque is sometimes called the (Golden, mosque). It 

seems that the name Bona originated from the gilding of the carved work on 
the face of the walls as well as on the crowns of the turrets. 
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' MEMOmS OF 

\ Architeckiral , '■Notes'\Qn Jhe 'buiM 

(a) Pierced work in the, windmvs. —There are two windows in each of the 
short walls of the mosque, containing pierced stone work for ventilation such 
as is to be seen in many mosques at C4aur. 

(b) The construction of the mosque la excellent though it was built with 
materials collected from other buildings. The walls are curved at the 
cornices to imitate the appearance of a bungalow. 

(c) The hemispherical domes rested on pointed arches which were built 
over the pillars. When the pillars sunk, the arches cracked and the thrust 
of the broken arches caused the domes to fall. 

(d) The pillars in the middle of the mosque are all clumsy, and they 
collapsed when the roof fell in. They have now been set up and the floor 
has been terraced. 

(e) The Chabutr0 in iront of the i)uipit (vide bottom right corner of 
Fig. 22) is a peculiar feature of this mosque. It seems to he a grave of 
some fakir who was buried in the mosque after it fell into disrepair. 


4. The Eklakhi Mausoleum. 

[Probable date of construction c. 1412-15 A.D.] 

I This is a brick building, with a single lofty dome, which lies a short distance 

to the north-east of the Qutb Shahi Mosque. Its dimensions are 78 feet 
6 inches by 74 feet 6 inches, the inner diameter of the dome being 48 feet 
6 inches. The door openings are 6 feet 7| Inches by 13 feet 6 inches and the 
walls are 13 feet thick. Its name is due to the tradition that it cost a lakh 
of rupees. Though the materials are chiefly brick, it is the handsomest 
building in the place. The external waUs are ornamented by carved tiles 
and the ceiling of the dome is neatly plastered and covered with ornamontal 
work. Its interior is an octagon which is only lighted through the four small 
doors, one on each side. Over the entrance door is a lintel with a Hindu 
5 idol carved on it, and round the doorway are other stones on which may be 

I detected partial representations of the human figure : the original carvings 

’ must therefore have been of Hindu origin. There are three graves inside. 

The author of Riydzu-s-Saldtin states that one tomb is that of Jalaluddin, 
the son of Eaja Kans, and that the other two belong to Jalaluddin’s wife 
i and son. Munshi Ilahi Bakhsh, the author of the Khurshld-i-Jahdn Numd, 

was inclined to think that the western tomb, which is the highest, is that 
of Sultan Jalaluddin; that the one to the east is of his son Sultan Ahmad 
Shah ; and that the middle one is the tomb of his wife. 
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There are two stone posts at the head of the tombs of Jaiaiuddin and 
Ahmad Shah. The stone on that of the latter is raised a little above the level 
of the tomb, which shows that the grave belongs to a martyr. The stone 
post of Jalaluddin’s tomb is on the same level with the tomb, and so it is 
known that he died a natural death. 

The architecture of this building is of the usual Indo-Saracenic style, 
and the period seems to be about that of Jalaluddin’s reign. Possibly it was 
built by his father. Raja Kans, As already noted on page 66, it is almost 
identical in structure with the so-called GhlJca Masjid at Gaur near the 
Qadam EasTil building. 

Notes Oil the construction of the buikling. 

(a) Gefe.— There are four cells in the walls inside the building. These 
were intended for the readers oi The blessings of Allah were 

generally invoked on behalf of the deceased on every completion of the reading 
of the whole It is believed that ‘‘ Hafizes ” (persons who know 

the Qur'an by heart) were paid by the estate for such readings. 

(h) Peculiar comtruction of the Entrance door, — The chief door, 
or public entrance to the east, has its threshold sloping down tow^ards 
the main room w'here the Royal graves are lying, a construction making it 
natural for persons entering the room to bend the head towards the graves 
of the Kings as a mark of respect. It is possible that it was into this building 
that Raja Kans called Shaikh Badrul Islam, the son of Shaikh Mudnuddin 
‘Abbas, before he was executed by drowning. His object was to induce 
the Shaikh to bend his head towards him as he entered the room, but the 
Shaikh, when entering, thrust forward his legs first and thus avoided saluting 
the Raja whom he regarded as a Kafir (infidel).^ 

(c) Orooms in the window frames, — ^The other door openings, or rather 
windows, bear grooves in the stone sills and lintels, which wore probably 
intended to enable these oxienings to be closed with iron rods. The windows 
are now' x>rovided with wire-netting, and the main door is also closed with the 
same material and locked. From the stone bearings near the entrance it 
appears that a wooden door w4s originally provided for the building. 

(d) The crowns of the turrets. — ^The turrets at the four corners of the 
building have lost their capitals, so that these cannot be restored in the absence 
of any old drawings or x^hotographs to show their original appearance. 

(e) As may be seen from Fig. 23, this building has also a curvature 
in the walls at the cornices to imitate the ordinary appearance of a bungalow: 


^ It may also be added with reference to the supposed connection of Raja Kans with 
the Eklakhl building that local tradition states that when the Raj a obtained supreme 
power over Bengal after the death of the last of the short-lived successors of Ghiyasud- 
din, out of contempt for Muhammadanism he used the adjacent Adma mosque as his 
Kdch&rl (Magistrate’s Court or ZamindSrl Office).- — H. E. S. 
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{/) Carved ornamentation in the brichwork . — ^There are two broad bands 
of richly decorated brickwork below the cornice. The ornamentation is 
very varied in design, and no single pattern is often repeated. 

5. .Thb Adika' Mosque. 

This celebrated mosque was built by vSikandar Shah, between 766 and 770 
A.H. (1364 — 1374 A.D.). Though partly in ruins, it is the most remarkable 
existing example of Muslim architecture of that period. It is a quadrangular 
building consisting of cloisters, which surround a central area of the same form. 
Iv extends 507 1 feet from north to south and 285| feet from east to west. 
On the east side, through which the building is entered by an insignificant 
door, the cloisters are 38 feet wide, and have 3 aisles. The total space is 
subdivided by means of transverse brick walls and stone ])illars into 108 
squares, each of which was once covered with a small dome. The northern 
and southern sides are constructed on the same pattern, but, being shorter, 
had only 39 and 51 domes respectively in each. The western range of 
cloisters, being 64 feet in breadth, had 5 (instead of 3) aisles, but as the centre 
is occupied by the Nave of the mosque the number of domes on this side was 
only the same as that of the eastern cloister, m., 108. The number of domes 
covering the cloisters was therefore 306 in all. The height of all these cloisters 
was about 20 feet, inclucling a broad ornamented cornice. Towards the 
quadrangle they opened inwards with arches, which corresponded to the 
squares^. On the outside to the north, east, and south, there are many 
small windows, highly decorated with carved tiles disposed in arches. The 
western wall, exc^ept for four small doors, and a window high up in the Central 
Hall, is devoid of openings, but inside there are the usual mches towards 
which the worshi}>pers turned their faces, when at prayer. Many of these 
are polished and highly carved. In the southern wing of the western cloister 
where the common i>eople worshipped, the niches correspond to the 18 rows 
of arches which form the cloisters. The northern wing of the san3e 
cloister only differs in so far as it contains, next to the Central Hall, a 
raised platform called the Bddshdh-ha-TaJcht, which will be described later. 
This is supported upon thick columns, about eight feet high. The adjacent 
waU contains three niches and two doors, which are minutely carved and 
ornamented * with passages from the Qur^ an. These doors communicate 
directl}^ with a room on the same level called by the name of Sikandar’s 
Chamber. This is 42 feet square, and was formerly covered by nine domes. 
The outer front of the west side, though rendered irregular by the projec- 
tion of Sikandar’s Chamber, is the best preserved portion of the building, 
and is highly ornamented. The western wall, up to a height of 11 feet is of 
stone, but above this is brickwork subdivided into minute sections and most 
elaborately carved. The doors on this side, which are of stone, are the parts 
which have been executed in the best taste. 


^ These cloisters have nearly all fallen down and only the bases of the double row of 
columns and iJortions of the inside walls are standing to-day. 
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Notes on the comtrucUm of the 'Mosque. 

(a) As Sikandar Shah at the beginning ol his reign was occupied in warring 
against the Hindus of Sylhet, and as many stones from what must have been 
Hindu temples are found in the Adina Mosque, it is possible that he was a 
strict Musalman and encouraged his subjects to be converted to Isllm. If 
so, this would explain why he erected such a large mosque, so that all the 
Muslim inhabitants of Pandua could gather in one place for their Friday 
prayers. The building, however, is not specially well designed, e.g.^ very 
little care w^as taken to ensure sufficient light, and the Bddshdh-ha-Tahht m 
dark even in the daytime. 

{h) The projecting portion of the building on the west side for the chamber 
of Sikandar Shah was an after-thought and it was most probably added by 
Sikandar Shah for the members of the Boyal family, where they used to sit 
and take rest just before prayer time. There were window^s in the south 
and west walls of this chamber, wffiich were filled in with stone trellis -work. 

(c) There was apparently no means of mounting the Tahht from the 
interior ; the only way of entering w^as through the two small doors in the west 
wall of the Takhl through the chamber of Sikandar Shah. 

(d) The was originally paved with beautiful slabs of 

black basalt, but nearly all have now disappeared and their place is taken by 
a wooden platform. In the shrine of Shah Jalal at Pandua several stone 
slabs can be seen in the cornice of the Chilla Khdna and at the entrance 
to the shrine. These were probably brought from the Bddshdh-ka- TakhL 
There were railings on three sides of the TakM hut no traces of them have 
been found. It is said that these railings originally belonged to a Buddhist 
temple. 

(e) There is ornamented terracotta brickwork on the west wall of the 
mosque which is profusely decorated with geometrical drawings and shows 
how advanced ait w^as in Bengal in the 14th Century. That on the w'estern 
wall of the TakJit is beyond praise. Marks of unfinished work however 
are still to be seen here and there, as if the building was never proi)erly 
finished. 

(/) The window openings of the mosque on three sides are all blocked up 
now wdth plain Gaur bricks. It would be better if they were rebuilt with 
jail (pierced stone) work from the materials lying on the site. 

(g) Cement coating over the tops of the exposed walls of the cloisters, 
etc., to protect them’ from the rain is not yery pleasing to the eyes. If more 
funds were available the tops of these w'a 11s might be rebuilt, say about one 
foot deep, with brickw'ork in cement with raked joints. The facing of the walls 
which have fallen down might also be renewed with old bricks set in cement. 

{h) There were fluted pillars at the four corners of the mosque. The 
remains of the two on the western front show how good workmanship was at 
the time the building was erected. 
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(i) The stone pillars for supporting the arches and domes are of beautiful 
construction. They are square at the base, the middle portion is rounded 
with a slight taper and the capitals are cut slantwise. 

(J) A portion of broken wall above the existing roof shows that the 
domes of the roof were hidden by a parapet. 

(k) x4 tomb inside the mosque. — ^Though it is most objectionable to bury 
any one inside a mosque, it is said by the local people that a /agir used to 
live here when the mosque was full of jungle, and that, when he died, his 
disciples buried him in the western cloister, close to the main Hall. 

(l) A drainage hole in the east wall is closed by a stone crocodile with 
a large head and trunk, the mouth of which served to carry off the rain water 
from the compound. 

(m,) There are two very large lotus flower rosettes in the west wall of the 
central hall apparently placed there for the sake of beauty. There are other 
carved lotus flowers below the Takht and in the west wall of Sikandar’s 
chamber. These, as well as the ling am which is to be seen high up on the 
western wall of the main Hall, may have been brought from a Hindu temple. 

General Cunningham's remarks on the absence of any Entrance Gateway 

to the Adlna Mosque. 

‘‘The most remarkable feature about this great niasjid is the total absence 
of any entrance gateway. There are two small doors in the back wall, but 
these are mere posterns or private entrances for the convenience of the King 
and the Mullahs. There is also a small arched opening in the middle of the east- 
side, which was no doubt intended for public use ; but this is a simple doorway 
or passage through the walls, unmarked by any projecting wings or rising 
battlements. The real public entrance I believe to have been at the south- 
east corner of the cloisters, where the three archways at the eastern end of 
the south cloisters are left open, so that the people would enter at once into 
the south and the east cloisters from the outside. As this arrangement 
utterly spoils the symmetry of the building, it was most probably an after- 
thought when the single small door in the middle of the east side was found 
utterly insufficient,” {Report, p. 91.) 

The Great Oerdral Hall, 

The large central room which forms the Nave of the mosque is 64 feet long 
and 33 feet wide. On each side, it has five arched openings. The roof was a 
long vault, a simple continuation of the main front arch which spanned the 
whole breadth of the room. Both lines of the vaulted roof are indistinctly 
marked against the top of the back waU. It is not known whether the front 


5 .a 





Fig, 25 , — Qibla of ike Adina Mosque. 
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openmg of this grand vault was screened in at the top or whether the whole was 
protected with a wall above the arch opening ; but it is probable that the 
opening on the* east side was capped by a lofty battlement. The height of the 
roof was about 60 feet. 


The Qihloj on the West Wall of the Tr€LnsepL 

The back wall of the Central Hall has the usual Qibla, or prayer niche, 
in the middle, with a pulpit on the north side. The whole of the back wall 
is very richly decorated, but the carving is shallow and affords a strange contrast 


the deep cutting of some Hindu door jambs which are placed horizontally 
a single Mne, touching end to end, just below the two lines of Arabic writing 
containing sentences from the QuFm in ornamental Kufic and Tughra 
character. 
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The reading and translation of the inscriptions on this Vail are gi'ven 
below : — 

Inscription (in character) on the wall at a great height 

*Mn the name of Allah the Merciful, the Compassionate*” 

* ijj) a^s^/o 4li| S) <j.J| 3 

‘‘ There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is the Prophet of Allah.” 

Ttighru inscriptions containing extracts from the Qur'an 

* Ijavc) ^ ^ h 

“ Said Almighty Allah ‘ 0 people, who believe, bend in prayer, touch 
your forehead to the ground, and worship.’ ” 

1 ^ ^ " .■ tu ' / ^ ■ 

^^5)) ^jJ| y Jlil'i M’l 

4JJ;| ^1 y 

4Jjb a:»wJr y 

D 4JJ1 ; 4ji aic 3 jS}] f^h^l ) 

Translation . — “Almighty Allah said : ‘ He only who builds mosques 
for Allah, and who beheveth in Him and in the last day, and observeth 
prayer, and payeth alms, and dreadeth none but Allah, may be counted 
among those w’ho are rightly guided. Do ye take the giving of drink to 
pilgrims or building a house for AUah to be equal in value to him w'ho 
believeth in Allah and the last day and exerts himself in the path of 
Allah 1 They are not held equal by Allah : for Allah guideth not the 
unrighteous” [Qur'an, Surah IX, Verses 18 and 19 — (slightly altered)]. 

The Pulpit. 

On the right hand of the Qibla is a Mimhar (pulpit) from which the Imam 
preached to the people, It is built of black basalt {Sang-i-Musa—^tone of 
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Moses) curiously wrought with carved work, and the ascent to this i>ulpit is 
by a flight of steps of the same material. Underneath the Mimbar is a small 



Fig, 26, — Mimbar, or Pulpit^ of the Adlna Mosque. 


square chamber, tastefully ornamented with^ carvings. Among other deco- 
rations, it contains a very beautiful reproduction of a circular hanging lamp 
or incense burner. The railings and two steps of the pulpit are missing and 
the greater portion of the roof of the upper chamber is gone. It would 
he a good thing if the missing steps and railings could be replaced. As 
regards the roof, possibly it was originally 'furnished with, a small dome 
similar to that of the pulpit in the Qntb Shahl Masjid {vid^ Fig. 22).* 
Pulpits of many mosques in Egypt are also provided with small domes. 

In the broken portion of the steps is to be seen the head of a lion which is 
supposed to have formed a part of the throne of a Hindu King, There are 
other Hindu idols in a broken condition in the door siUs and in the mihrdbs 
(prayer -niches) all over the mosque. 
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The Badshah-ka-Takht. 

This upper room, which is situated directly to the north of the Central 
Hall, was intended to provide separate accommodation for the King and his 
family during services. It occupies five bays in the three back aisles and is 
covered by 15 domes. In place of the usual fluted stone columns, massive 
octagonal stone piers were used to carry the heavy weight of the stone floor 
of the and, above these, come fluted pillars that support the arches 

that carry the domes. With the few adjacent bays in the south and east 
this is the only portion of the mosque that still retains its roof. The domes 
most probably owe their safety to the massive pillars of the lower storey 
which gave extra stability to the arches above them, while at the same time 
they offered no temptation to the spoiler to carry them off. The ten-foot stone 
shafts in the rest of the cloisters were not difficult to remove and, in con- 
sequence, several scores of them have disappeared. There are three 
prayer niches in the west wall of the Takht which are surrounded with beautiful 
ornamental Twghra inscriptions and with fine carvings all over the surface. 
Over the entrance to the chamber of Sikandar Shah, there is also an inscription 
in Tughra character which contains the Kalimak Shahddat (Confession of 
Faith of a Muslim). 

The reading and translation of the inscriptions on the west wall of the 
Badshah-ha-Talcht are given below. The first is taken from the AyaUud- 
Kursl (Throne Verses) chapter of the Qiir'dn and as it is the same as the 
first few lines of the inscription over the gate of the enclosure of * Alaul Haqq's 
tomb {vide pp. 109-10) it need not be repeated here. The rest are also from 
the Qur^duMid. run as follows : — 




Translatioji, — ‘' Verily Allah and His angels bless the Prophet. Bless ye 
him, 0 Believers, and salute him with salutations of Peace.” {Surah XXXIII, 
verse 56 ) 


bsdj cfjjo 
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27^ — General mew of the Badshah-ka-Takht, Adlna Mosque. 
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_5 -^UJI 1^-2 JasJl 

4Ut 

Q ^ 

Translation . — “ Now hath Allah in truth verified unto his Apostle the 
vision wherein He said, ‘Ye shall surely enter the Sacred Mosque (of Mecca) 
if Allah please, in full security, having your heads shaved, and your hair 
cut : ye shall not fear : for Allah knoweth that w^hich ye know not, and He 
hath appointed for you, besides this, a speedy victory. ' It is He who hath 
sent His Apostle with ‘ the Guidance ’ and the religion of truth ; that He 
may exalt the same above every religion : and Allah is a sufficient witness 
hereof. Muhammad is the Apostle of Allah : and those who are with him 
are most vehement against unbelievers but full of tenderness among them- 
selves. Tho\i mayest see them bowing dowm, prostrating themselves, implor- 
ing favours from Allah and His good pleasure/’ (Surah XLVIII, verses 
27-29.) 
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Translation . — “ AllrJi the Great, greater tli an any Sayer and nobler than 
any Speaker, saith : Seek refuge with Allah from tlie cursed Satan. Surely 
.411ah is He who hears most and knows best. In the name of Allah, the 
Clement, the Merciful. They wffio have believed, and fled from their homes, 
and striven with their substance and with their persons on the path of 
Allah, are of the highest rank with Allah : and these are they who shall 
enjoy felicity (Surah IX, verse 20). Their Lord, by His mercy and pleasure 
assures Paradise to them ; therein they will abide in plenty for ever and 
in perpetuity . Verily with Allah is great recompense . ” 

Object in iM Badshah-ka-Takht. 

It is idle to deny that the BMshdh-ka-Tahht was used only by the King 
and his entourage. The very^name shows this to have been the case. Such 
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a structure is, however, quite out of place m a mosque for Islamic w-orship, 
for Mam is one of the most democratic religions of the vrorld and such an 
invidious distinction in a place of worship is almost inconceivable. It is 
noteworthy that there is no such thing as a Bddshdh-ka-TakM, or Hoyal Seat, 
in any Indian mosque outside of Bengal. One explanation for this anomaly 
may be that the Muhammadan Kings of Bengal, living as they did in absolute 
ease and prosperity, soon forgot the simple habits of their ancestors and grew 
siipercillious, looking down upon their subjects, w^ho no doubt were their 
inferiors in the eyes of men, though none the less their equals in the eyes of 
Almighty God. It is these Kings w^ho may have introduced into mosques this 
unauthorized distinction, somewhat in conformity to the practice of precedence 
observed in state ceremonials. On the other hand, another, and jjerhaps more 
reasonable, explanation is that this reserved place was for the use of the Royal 
Family wdiere the ladies of the Aarm used to say their prayers, the seclusion 
being necessary for the Zenana ladies who observed strict pardah. Such a 
ladies’ gallery is also to be found in the BaradwarT Mosque, the Ttoti- 
para Mosque, and the Small Golden Mosque in Gaur, and shows the soHcitude 
of the Kings of Bengal towards the women of their household. 

The late Dr. T. Bloch wTote as follow^s on the subject : '' I may mention 

in passing that this peculiar custom among the Muhammadans of Bengal, 
of allowing their wives and daughters to attend Divine Service in the mosque, 
is interesting also, in so far as it affords to us an illustration of the great respect 
shown by them towards the weaker sex. I can hardty imagine this to 
have been an innate quality of the wild Tartar soldiers, who swept over Bengal 
towards the close of the 12th century A.D., under the command of Bakhtiyar 
Khalji. It is quite evident, that this General did not intend to conquer 
Bengal merely for the sake of this ''Paradise on earth ” (jannatul-bilad), 
as Bengal, at that time, used to be called in India. His aims stretched very 
much further. The unsuccessful expedition to China, which he undertook 
shortly after his conquest of Lakhnauti, and wdiich came to a miserable end 
in the Dooars, or the lower ranges of Himalaya, proves quite clearly the real 
object which Bakhtiyar Khalji had in view. Bengal was to be merely a 
stepping stone on the way to China. But his plans utterly failed, and likewise 
similar plans, fostered by some of his successors. Those Tartar hordes had 
to remain contented with the possession of Bengal, and we cannot, I think, 
wonder at their wild manners having become a little more civilized in Bengal, ” 

Chamber of Sikandar Shah. 

As already noted, to the of the Bddshdh-ka-Takht lies a roofless 
room, 42 feet square, known as VSikandar’s Chamber. There is a tradition 
amongst the local people that Sikandar was buried in this chamber after his 
defeat and death, but unfortunately the ten-domed roof fell in, and much 
d<^bris collected over the tomb. When thiswas ultimately removed, the 
remains of the King’s tomb was cleared away by the coolies along with 




Fig. 29. — SikandaFs Chamber : West side of the Adlna Mosque. 

13~| by 11|- feet), and Cunningham also noted in 1880 that the sarcophagus 
was in ruins and the inside of the vault, in which the body was depovsited, 
was then exposed. Over the doorway leading to the JBddshdh-Jca-Takht, 
there are figures of Hindu gods as well as a fine carving of a snake, called 
Nagieva, which is coiled all round the door-frame. 

Sikandar Shakes inscription on the back of the building. 

There is an inscribed stone outside, fixed in the west wall of the mosque, 
and very close to the back door, which gives the date of the erection of the 
building and the name of the builder. The following is a reading of the 
inscription, a reproduction of which may be seen in Plate VI : — 

J.>/t JoxUl 

J5 


MEMOinS OF GATTB ANU BANDTTA, 


the rubbish and thrown into the adjoining tank. Ilahi Bakhsh gives the 
dimensions of the tomb itself as 9 cubits long and 7| cubits broad (i.e., about 



140 


MEMOIItS OF GAITR AND FANBTTA. 


Translation. — “ This Jdmi^ Masjid was ordered to he hiiilt in the days of 
the reign of the great Sultan, the Wisest, the most Just, the most Liberal and 
most Perfect of the Sultans of Arabia and Persia, who trusts in the assistance 
of the Merciful, Abul Mujahid Sikandar Shah, the Sultan, son of Ilyas Shah, 
the Sultan, May his reign be continued till the Day of Promise (i.e., Resur- 
rection) I Written on the 6th of Rajah of the year 770 A.H.” (14th Feb- 
ruary 1369 A.D.). 

It is said that Sultan Sikandar himself wrote the inscription. 

Accoimt of the Adwa Mosqzie, and the death of Sikandar Shah, by the author 

Riyazu-s- Salat in. 

“ In the year 766 A.H., Sikandar commenced to build the Adina Mosque ; 
but before he could finish it death overtook him, and the building remained 
half completed. It is, indeed, a fine mosque and an enormous sum must have 
been expended on its erection. May Sikandar 's efforts be thankfully remem- 
bered According 4)0 the same author Sikandar Shah died, after a reign of 
nine years and some months^, of the wounds which he had received in the 
field of Goalpara, fighting with his favourite and youngest son Ghiyasuddin 
whom the machinations of a jealous step-mother had driven to rebellion, 
Ghiyasuddin marched with a large army from Sunargaon, while his father 
advanced from Pandua- wdth an even larger force. They met on the field 
of Goalpara wdiere both parties engaged in a deadly battle, in the course of 
which Sikandar Shah was slain. 


^ Sikandar reigned for much longer than nine years as coins struck by him are found 
dated between 758 and 792 A.H. (1358-89 A.B.). These coins are very beautifully 
executed and mark the zenith of the mint masters’ art m Bengal. According to Br. Wise 
{Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1874, p. 85) Goalpara was near Ja‘farganj on the 
western boundary of the present Dacca district (opposite Goalundo) : but in view of the 
practical certainty that Sikandar w’as buried at Pandua, it seems more probable that the 
battle took place in the immediate vicinity of his capital. There is a village called 
GoTilpara a mile or so north of the old southern gate of Pandua and about 3 miles 
south-west of the Adina MDsque ; but a more probable site for the battle is the one 
apparently referred to by Buchanan Hamilton (on page 23 of his Dmajpur), viz., the 
Goalpara {alias Fuldangl, Raniganj, or Ranigarh) on the Tangan River, 8 miles south- 
west of Bamangola. An old BddshdM road (which is said to run from Natore in the 
east to Gaur, or Rajmahal, in the west, and which-~immediately east of the Tangan — 
forms the boundary between the Habipur and Bamangola ^7? anus) crosses the river at 
Ranigarh near what appears to have been a fortified bridge-head. There is no river 
called Chattera in the vicinity, but the name Satra or Chattera mentioned by Buchanan 
Hamilton as the site of the battle is still found in the Chatra which lies immediately 
to the north of the bridge head. Maulvi Najmul Husain (to whom I am indebted for 
this information) also informs me that 3 miles east of Ranigarh on the Bddshdhl road, 
and opposite to a large E x W tank, is a third village called Goalpara or Goarpara ; while 
4 miles south of this is another village bearing the name Chatra. — H. E. S. 
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6. The ‘ Palace ’ Area.^ 

A short distance to the south-east of the Adina Mosque an embanked 
area of ground is to be found whichj local tradition states, was the site of the 
Palace of Sikaiidar Shah. As will be seen later, this howwer probahi}^ dates 
back, in Muhammadan times, to at least the reign of Shamsuddin Ilyas vShah 
(1339-1358 A.D.), while there are also clear indications that the area in question 
(as well as that further to the north and north-east) was the headquarters 
of Hindu sovereignty — possibly from a very early period. The site w'as first 
described in 1808 by Br. Buchanan Hamilton, and his vivid account will 
now be quoted from his Description of Dinajptir {ed.cit., pp. 47 and 48) by 
way of introduction to w^hat is, historically, the most important area of the 
ancient city of Pandua. 

Dr. Buchanmi Hmyiilton's Description. 

‘' About a mile east from Adinah is a ruin called the Satasgurh, or sixty 
towers, which is said to have been the palace of the king. On penetrating 
the w'oods and reaching this place, I w'as much disappointed, as except the 
high name, I could find nothing worthy of a royal residence. The remains 
consist of a tank about 120 yards in length and 80 in breadth. The bank 
formed by throwing out the earth has been surrounded by a brick wall, in one 
place entire, and 16 feet high. This w’^all seems to have included many build- 
ings, which from the bulk of the ruins, seem to have been most considerable 
at the two ends. At the N. W. corner is a small building, wkich contains an 
arched chamber in the centre, communicating with several smaller ones, by 
which it is surrounded. These communicate only with the central room, 
from wiience there is a passage to an antichamber in front. Some appearance 
of pipes in the walls, and the general structure of the building, confirm the 
opinion of the natives that this w^as a bath. The north end of the tank seems 
to have been lined through the whole of its length by a narrow gallery, sup- 
ported by arches, from whence stairs led down to the water, and within the 
gallery there appears to have been a row of small chambers ; but these are now^ 
almost entirely ehoaked with rubbish. At a little distance from the S. E. 
corner of the tank, and without the wall, is another ruin like that of the 
bath, which probably served for the same purpose. A cylindrical cavity, 
lined with brick, w hich descends from the top of the building to a considerable 
depth, and wiiich is about 10 feet wide, served in all probability to give a 


^ In consequence of Mr. K. N. Dikshit, Beputy Director-General of the Archieolo- 
gicai Department, having most courteously given me facilities to study the large 
scale air photographs which show almost every detail of the City of Pandua at its period 
of maximum expansion, it was possible in 1930 to make for the first time a thorough 
survey of the north-eastern portion of the city. The subioined account of what was 
then seen in situ is thus almost entirely new.— H, S. 
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supply of water. Very few stones have been employed in these buildings 
and such as have been used are quite plain. Two large blocks of uncut gray 
granite are lying on the surface of the ruins. Some of the bricks are coated 
with green enamel. 

About half way between Adinah and Satasgurh is an earthen rampart, 
with a ditch on its west side, which probably is part of a fortification that may 
have surrounded the palace. . 

'' The tank at Satasgurh has its greatest length extending from north to 
south, and therefore has undoubtedly been the work of a Hindu ; and in fact 
both Hindus and Muhammadans agree in attributing its construction to a 
Pandu Raja, who lived a long time ago and communicated his name to the 
place. He is very remarkable as having been the father of Yudhisthir, 
who, according to legend, was sovereign of India in the commencement of 
this age, about 5000 years ago. The country then belonged to Virat, one 
of the adherents of the family of Pandu, and according to tradition, this ]>art 
was under the immediate management of a certain Kichok, to whose sister 
Virat w^as married- It is possible, that during some rebellion, or disputed 
succession, Pandu may have been compelled to retire from Hustinapur, and 
to take refuge in a friendly territory. Peruya, it must be observed, is a 
corrupt vulgar, name, and the true appellation of the city is said to be Panduya 
or Pandoviya.” 

A. Dhanush Dighi, Minar. 

Turning now to the present condition of the ruins and tanks found in the 
' Palace ’ area — the extent of which (as estimated from the Air Survey photo- 
graphs) is roughly speaking 1,430 yards from west to east, and 1,210 yards 
from north to south, exclusive of the square bastion (about 600x600 yards) 
at the south-east corner formed by the Ndsir Shah Dighly with its embank- 
ments — the first object of interest that is to be seen when proceeding south- 
east from the AdTna Mosque is the Dhamish Light, a large N X S tank about 
465 yards long by 105 yards broad which constitutes the north-western portion 
of the Palace enclosure. It is now almost silted up. Near the south-east 
corner of this tank stands a tow'er called the Mindr wpich may have formed 
one of the two tow^ers of a Western Gate. The raised area in the immediate 
vicinity of the Mmdr seems to merit excavation in order to discover whether 
there w’as actually a gate here, or only a mosque from the If mdr of which 
the Muazzin called the Faithful to prayer. 

B The Sataisghara Dighi; site of Sikandar Shah's Palace. 

A little over a quarter of a mile east of the southern end of the Lhanush 
Light and approximately in the centre of the main enclosure is to be found 
the Satd'lsghara Light, which measures about 200 yards from North to South 
and 100 yards from West to East. It is however enclosed in a mnch larger 
raised area, about 550 yards from North to South by 165 yards, which, as 
already stated, is the reputed site of the palace of Sultan. Sikandar Shah, 
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The biiildings Bientioned by Buchanan Hamilton as being on the north-west 
corner of the Tank were revisited by Cunningham in 1880 and he agreed that 
they represent the Turkish Baths of the Palace. The octagonal room, 24 
feet in dianieter, with a small room on each pf the eight sides, as well as some 
of the adjacent masonry bathing cabins on the actual bank of the tank, can 
still be traced, but unless some conservation is done, they will soon entirely 
disappear. The Baths are possibly those built by Shamsuddin Ilyas Shah 
in imitation of the Hauz-i-Shafnm of Delhi — the construction of which by the 
Bengal King was one of the reasons why Firuz Shah of Delhi invaded Bengal 
in 1354. The name of the building, according to the local people, is certainly 
S aid' Isghara Bind not, as Buchanan Hamilton states, Satasgurh, hut no one 
can say what exactly gJiara means. Possibly however it may refer to there 
having been twenty -seven rooms in the Baths, or that the Palace comprised 
twenty-seven separate houses. The raised area round the tank, especially 
that to the north and south, would appear to be well worth excavating by 
the Archseological Survey. 

(7. . Pandap Baja Dalan. 

A little to the south-east of the south-east corner of the SatdHsghara Tank 
is another and much better preserved Turkish Bath which is situated to the 
west of a small but very deep round pond— the latter being said to have a 
pavilion in the centre which becomes visible in the dry season. The local 
people call the building Pdndap JRdjd Ddldn, which is particularly interesting 
as confirming the local story given to Buchanan Hamilton over 120 years 
ago that Pandua owed its foundation and name to a Baja belonging to the 
Pandava family of Old Delhi who came to, and remained in, Bengal for 
sufficient time to found a new city there. In the ’sixties of the last century 
Bavenshaw also (on p. 67 of his Gatir) mentions that, according to current 
local tradition, the Bated isgham tank was the work of Arjun of the race of 
Pandfi. The actual building appears, However, to be much more recent than 
the Batfdlsgkara itself, and as it is undergoing the same process of destruction 
(from trees growing on it) which has already befallen the greater part of the 
last-named building, it is most desirable that immediate steps should be 
taken by the Archieological Department to put it in a proper state of 
repair— in particular, to have the mosaics over the arches in two or three of 
the rooms preserved. When this is done, it is likely to be an even more 
attractive place of pilgrimage to visitors than the Adiiia Mosque. 

The circular room, or well, at the south-east corner of the building is now 
filled almost to ground level with stones and other debris, but the local people 
(by whom it is known as Jiban or ■ Well of Life’ from its reputed 

property of restoring the dead to life) say that it held water up to the time 
of the great earthquake — presumably that of 1897. If cleared out, it might 
yield some objc^cts of archseological interest : and, at the time of effecting 
repairs, investigations might also be made regarding the alleged masonry 
building in the middle of the adjoiiiing pond. 
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D. At-Bagh (or Rahat-Baiik) DighL 

Proceeding a little further over rough ground to the east, the visitor will 
arrive at a long and very deep N X S tank (now being rapidly silted up), 
the water surface of which measures about 500 X 175 yards. The present 
name appears to he At-Bdgk Dighl or ‘ Eight Tiger Tank V but another name 
may also be Rdhat-Banh Dighl. The ‘ oldest inhabitant however, claimed 
that the latter is the real name of the small pond near the Pdndap Baja Ddldn. 
the name — -‘ Tank of the Reposeful Curve’ — in each case referring to the bend 
round an island (or pavilion). This tank is said to have had two towers in 
the water— -one near each end— and the northern one (now a peninsula of brick 
ruins) is still connected with the western bank by an earthen ridge to which 
access from the side was given by a flight of brick steps. Immediately 
opposite ghat, to the west, is a small N X S tank with remains of a stone 
ghat on the south, which has the curious name Koibutki PuhJcur. The' 
towers in the At-Bdgh Dighl are said to have been connected by a 
subterranean passage under the tank, and, before they fell in, some w^eapons 
are said to have been found in the southern tower. A short distance to 
the east of the northern portion of the At-Bdgh Dighl h, a small round tank 
called Pur an C Old ') Dighl. This is only mentioned as one of the local people 
gave the name Prdn (‘Life’) Dighl to the At-Bdgh Dighl, which caused 
some confusion until the ‘ oldest inhabitant ’ corrected the pronunciat'on 
and pointed out the mistake in the location of the tank. 


E. Nasir Shah Dighi. 

Owing probably to the jungle that, until comparatively recently — when 
Sontals began to be employed to clear it aw^ay — covered the 'Palace’ area, this 
magnificent- tank was not apparently visited by either Buchanan Hamilton, 
Ravenshaw, or Cunningham, and Ilahi Bakhsh confuses it with the Satd^sghara 
Dighl. It is certainly the best preserved of all the tanks that lie within 
the fortified area of 26 square miles that Pandua occupied wken it was at its 
greatest, but it appears to be later in date than the rest of tho tanks in its 
immediate vicinity as it projects like a sort of bastion from what must have 
been once the southreast corner of the embanked area in this locality. It is 
a very deep N X S tank of absolutely clear water, and the actual area of water 
is about 360X250 yards. Its south-east extremity on the S. E. is about 
miles from the Adina Mosque. 

Both its name and excellent state of preservation suggest that the Ndsir 
8hdh Dighl w^as excavated by Nasiruddin Nasrat Shah, the son of Husain 
Shah (1519-1532 A.D.). On the other hand, as no reference is found in the 
Bii/dz to this King having ever lived at Pandua, it may go even further back 
to Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah (1442-1459 A.l).) who was a descendant of Ilyas 
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Shah, and in \\1iose reigii—^^ the last year~~the itiscriptioii in the 

kitchen of Nfir Qutbiil 'Alam’s shrine was erected by Latif Khan. Though it 
is difficult to understand how the tank could remain in such a [)erf ect state of 
preservation for 470 years, it woidd be only natural for Nasiruddln Mahmud 
Shah to have desired to live in close proximity to the SatfTisgkara an m 
believed, this was the site of the Palace of his ancestor Ilyas Shah and if the 
latter building had fallen into ruins during the usurpation of the House of 
Eaja Kans. The fact that there are no embankments to the south-east of 
the Ndsir Shah Dighl show^s that it can only have been excavated in a 
time of a King who had little fear of any rival, which would agree more with 
the history of Mahmud Shah than that of Nasrat Shah. 

F. Dried ujy Ta/)i¥) : Burgpur Maiiza : 

and Damdama {the 'Citadel ’). 

Immediately to the north of the northern side of the embankment that 
surrounds the ‘ Palace ' area of the Muhammadan Kings is another and still 
broader belt of raised land which forms the southern bank of an enormous 
dried up NxS tank called Suhan Dighl, This measures about 625 yards 
in length by 275 yards in breadth, and must therefore htive been nearly twice 
the size of the Ndsir Shah Dighl. The Sukan Dighl lies in the southern 
part of MaMza Burjpur (Revenue Survey No. 106) which extends northwards 
beyond, and includes the northern gate of Pandua (Buchanan Hamilton’s 
Oarhdivar). The name of the mama — means 'Port ’~ma,y only refer 
to the fortified gate : but a short distance to the west and north is found 
another if (No. 105), called Binodepur, an alternative name of which is 
Damdama. No traces of a fort now^ appear to exist in the vicinity : but 
the conjunction of the site of a Port with this great tank^ suggests that 
marks the site of the citadel of the Hindu Kings. The dis- 
appearance of any trace of this is only natural as the materials pf winch it 
was constructed would certainly have been removed for building the later 
palace of Ilyas Shah. 

In view' of the fresh discoveries just noted, it seems most dcvsirable 
that the Arch ajological Department should undertake a careful survey of the 
entire site of Pandua as disclosed by the air photographs — i]i particular, the 
'Palace’ area and its immediate vicinity— and also make trial excavations 
in selected sites, round the Sdta'lsghara and Ndsir Shah Dighl s, Such 
action would almost certainly yield results of the greatest value for the 
study of Bengal history, not only during Muhammadan times but also 
for the earlier Hindu period of which at present so little is knowm. 


^ Tlio only tank of greater area in the neighbour!] ooci of Old l^andua is the now 
partially-siited-up NxS Pdlkhdn, or Raihlmn DigM—nem the Eklaklu Railway Station, 
4 miles to tlxe East of the 5a tot which is about 1,320 yards long by 525 

yards broad.~~H. E. S. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Other places of interest in the vicinity of Gaur and Pandna* 


1.— Old Maldah. 


town of Old Maldah is situated on the eastern bank of the Mahananda 
IlL river, opposite its junction with the Kalindri river. It is about 13 miles 
to the north of the Citadel of Gaur and four miles from the civil station 
of English Bazar. The surrounding ruins show the former extent of the old 
town which may have first risen to prosperity as a port of the Muhammadan 
capital of Pandua.^ As the Kalindri was formerly an important branch of the 
Ganges, the situation of Old Maldah was a very happy one. It had a high- 
walled Katrd, or fortified Oaravamarm^ iov the better protection of valuable 
goods, and was evidently of considerable importance during the rule of the 
Husaini Kings. No less than 9 inscriptions bearing the names of Kings of 
this dynasty and ranging in date from 899 to 938 A.H. (1493-1531 A. D.) have 
been found within the boundaries of the old town ; but the town must have 
begun to flourish still earlier, if the inscription now over the enclosure door of 
Shah Gada’s shrine near the Katrd really belongs to the place ; for this in- 
scription records the erection of a mosque by one Hilal in the reign of Nasirud- 
dhi Mahmud Shah I, and is dated 19th Sha^bdn 859 A.H. (4th August 
1455 A.B.). In Akbar’s time Maldah continued to be an important centre, 
being mentioned in the Akbarndma ; white, in the A’in, the environs of Maldah 
include 11 mahals, out of the total of 66 which comprised Jannatabad. 


Manufactures. 

Old Maldah had not only a great retail trade, but was also probably a 
large centre" of silk and cotton manufactures from very early times. In a 
work written shortly after 987 A.H. (1579 A.D.), it is said : “ Sher Khan 
gave to Shaikh Khalil money, rich clothes, and manufactures of Maida and 
Bengal in enormous quantities.’' (Vide the Tdrtkh4-Sher Shdhl of Abbas 
Khan Sarwani, Elliot, Chapter IV, p. 372). The letters of the English Agents 
at Patna in 1620 arid 1621 A.D,, mention “ doupattas (sheets) of Maida ” and 
a few Maida wares for patterns for Persia. ” Qpilted Suz7il were produced 
extensively at Old Maldah embroidered with artistic needle-work, mostly done 
by women : but the trade is now dying for want of support. Silk cloths ( Katdn, 
Sirdja, Bulbul Chashm, etc.) are, however, still manufactured at Shahpur 

^The discovery of a gold coin-— now in my cabinet — of the Kush an King Vasiideva 
(c. 200 A.D.) at (? Old) Maldah in 1888 suggests however that the place was a centre 
of trade far back into even Hindu times. The coin in question is similar to that 
reproduced by Vincent Smith as No. 8, Plate XIII of his Indian Museum Catalogue. 
— H. E. S. 
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— -a village o miles sotitK of Old Maidah'—and exported to the Persian Gulf. 
Up till 1770, when the Factory was transferred to English Bazar, Old 
Maldah was the East India Company ’s local centre of trade in cotton and silk. 
The French and Dutch also had factories at Old Maldah . 

Names of the ancient Divismis of the Toimi. 

The names of the ancient divisions of Old Maldah arranged in their 
order from north to south are : Khidirpur*, Poratiili*, Dhobapara, Mokatipur, 
Shekhpara*, Banshatta*, Phulbari, Patnitoja, Shuripara, Sakmohan, 
Firuzpiir, Gahinidartola, Goaltuli, Tarapur, Upar Sarvari, Khod 
Sarvarl, Sarvari, Ghorahara’*', Kayetpara"^, Kahartota, Tutbari, Kuttitola, 
Tel Mundai, Bukanpur’^, Katra, Mughaituli’^, Birojpara [Berozgar-tola]*^, 
Hatisala*, Challsapara, Kazidara. {A star indicates that the ‘para is no 
longer inhabited.) 

In addition to these, the following paras lie to the south of the present 
Municipal boundary of Old Maldah : — 

Bachamari, Molnatuli, Shah Mundai. 

Mo7mments of Old Maldah, 

The important monuments of the town will now be described, taking them 
in order from north to south: — 

A.—Bahmohan Mosque, 

This is a small mosque in mahalla Sakmohan, on the left hand side of a 
bye-road leading northwards, and is said to have been built by one Shaikh 
Faqir Muhammad, brother of Shaikh Bhikah. Possibly because of this, the 
local people suggest that the name of the should really be ‘ Shaikh 

Mahal ’ . Over the entrance door to the enclosure there is a two-line inscription 
which is even more illegible than it was in Blochmann’s time. Another, 
over the door of the mosque itself , dates from the time of Yusuf Shah, and 
apparently runs as follows 

\j^3 dl ab! 4l) j '^1 

- (jXl/o Abl o 




Fig. 30. — The Katra, or Fortified Caravcmsard% Old Mdldah. 


are still standing. The rooms are, however, in a dilapidated condition. As the 
site is historically important and the workmanship of the gate and adjacent 
rooms is quite peculiar it would be a good thing if at least the northern and 
southern gates were restored at Government expense. 
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Trandation . — The Prophet — ^May the blessing and peace of xAllaii be upon 
him !— said : ' He who builds a mosque for Allah, Allah will build a similar 
palace for him in Paradise.' Under the order of the Sultan, Shamsudduniya 
waddin Abul Muzaffar Yusuf Shah, son of Barbak Shah, son of Aiahmud 
Shah, the Sultan-May Allah preserve his kingdom and rule 1— this mosque 
was built on the 1st JumddlaLawwalmthe jeobi S'lO '' A.H. (1465 A.D.). 

The date, however, is doubtful, as Yusuf Shah is not supposed to have 
come to the throne till 879 A.H. 


Katra, or Garavansarm. 


According to the Aiydz, this is considered to have been the place where 
the Tughlaqid King of Delhi Firuz Shah III encamped in the cold weather 
of 1353-4 A.D., when he came to make war against the Bengal King 
Shamsuddin Ilyas, but the does ^^^n happen to be situated in Mahalla 

Piruzpur which lies half a mile distant towards the north of the town. This 
Katra, or resting place for travellers, was formerly used as a place of safety for 
valuable merchandise landed there and intended for transmission to the Court 
of Pandua. The gateways of the were very strongly built and the arches 
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, If the story given l>y Riavenshaw {Gaur. j}. 44) is, to l:)e trusted, viz., that the 
Kalra was built by the brother of the man who built (or repaired) the adjac^fuit 
Jflnir MaA;;I>^, thcv present biiilding dates from Akbar s 

€1. — The Shrhie of Shah Gadd. 

TIvis sinall brdlding lies between t\\Q Kafr d. and the Jam r Mas] Id in Mugh- 
altfdi, and contains the grave of the Saint Shah Gada. There are four other 
graves in the courtyard in front of the building. The east one is said to have 
been tlie grave of the Saint’s parrot which learned by heaid extracts from the 
Qur’an : the next that of a. faqir called M asldn Wmn Latig^^ ; the third 

that of a woman I)arwish-i-BibI (presumably the wife of Shall Gadil) and the 
last one that of the midwife of Shah Gada. South of the shrine and within 
the enclosure there are five other graves, probably beloiiging to the Hiddhns 
(servants) of the Shrine of Sliah Gada. Opposite this l)uilding and across the 
road there is the grave of Dfidh Fir. Superstitious Miihaminadans pour 
offerings of milk to this Fir into the depression on the top of the grave. 

There are two inscriptions attached to the shrine of Shah Gada, one 
over the door of tlie building itself and the other over the gate of 
the enclosure. The former was perhaps placed on the local Janid Masjid 
when it was lepaired (or built) in Husain Shah's tiine : the other records the 
building of a mosque by one Hihll, and, if in sUm, may give some indication 
of the time when Shah. Gada flourished. The inscriptions read as follows : — 

■■ .1 ■ ■ 

‘ jjj ^ 4iJ) 

^ djLiSjJj dXi/® Ud3 

^3 IxicAJj fllis 

jj ^ diliaiw ^ dll/* 413 1 <AXiSk, 

Translation. — The Frophet-— May the bkvssing and peace of Allah 
be on him 1 — said : 'He who builds a mosque for Alhlh, Allah will build for him 
a similar house in Faradise.’ This Mosque was built by the Exalted and 

Liberal Sultan ' Alaudduniya waddm Abul Muzaflfar Husain Shah the Sultan, 
son of Saiyid Ashraf al-Hiisaini— May Allah perpetuate his kingdom and 
rule 1 — in the year 911 ” A.H. (1505 A.H.). 


^ Alastdn is said to mean ‘ Mad (with the love of Allah)' whWe ]ja}H/ot-ban(f refers to the 
wearing by tliis special sect of of a tightly -bound loin cloth, as a mark of celibacy. 
Even at the present time there is a Pfr called Mastan Shah living at Chitijfir, Calcutta. 

Shah ‘ Gada ’ means the ‘ Beggar’ Saint. —H. E. S. » 
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11 

^1) j^Ua«.J| 4Air Jj 

a-^ yj (^1^-! ) ^(kl-w.Jl C^sj] 

^AvOJ, ^^9 ^ $<SX} Jk^sji-w*.^- j |0k4> ^UaLwAjl 

jjkjloJ jj ^JuA*.o.ii- ^ ^am.3 SXiM L,*„t^A.C ^X*.jiu at/® 

Translation, — '' He upon whom be peace said : ‘He who builds a mosque 
will have a palace built for him by Allah in Paradise.’ In the time of the great 
and exalted Sultan Nasirudduniya waddin Abul Muzaffar Mahmud Shah, the 
Sultan, this mosque was built by the slave of the Dargcih, HilaL Written 
on the 19th of the month oi Bliw ban — May the blessings of this month be 
general 1 — of the year 859 ” A.H. (4th August 1455 A.D.). 

D,~TheYk\xtlWa‘&lidL^or Cracked Mosque. 

East of the Katrd there is a mosque known the Phuil Masjid. The 
name seems to have been given by the local people when it w^as cracked by an 
earthquake. From the inscription— 'which is now missing — it appears that it 
was built by one Khan Mu‘azzam Ulugh Slier Khan and the date is 20th 
Shaivwdl 900 A.H. (14th July 1495 A. D.). South-east of this mosque is a 
tomb which is probably that of the builder. This mosque is rapidly falling 
into complete ruin, as both the main dome as 'well as one of the three 
verandah domes have collapsed. The inscription is given below’ — 

J AiJ’ 4JJ ^ tuU AJJ) ^1-^ 

^3 <A43*;3:\oJi ?lc 

^J) ^.*^1 JJ ^ aIj! XcHA 

cX c*.***.6.)| |A^ AllkiAw j aCI ’»• Ajj) dlA 

Translation. — “The Prophet— May the blessing and peace of illlah be 
upon him !— said : ‘He who builds a mosque for AUah, Allah will build for him 
a similar palace in Paradise. ’ In the reign of the Sultan, who is strengthened 
by the strength of the Requiter (Allah), the striver in the way of the 
Merciful, Vicegerent of Allah by proof and testimony, ‘ Alaudduniya waddin 
Abul Muzatlar Husain Shah, the Sultan-—May Allah perpetuate his kingdom 
and rule 1 — this mosque was built by the Exalted Khan, Ulugh Sher Khan on 
the 20th Shawivdl in the year 900 A.H.” 
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E, — Jami‘ Masjid. 

TMs mosque is a comparatively modern-looking building, built partly of 
carved brick and partly of stone ; but if it is the Jdmi' Masjid referred to in 
the inscription now over Shah Gada’s shrine, it may go back to at least the time 
of the Husaiiii Kings. The mosque is 72 feet long by 27 feet wide ; and it 
has two domes and one big arched vault. The two side chambers tire 16 feet 
square and the central hall is 22 feet by 18 feet. There are eight minarets at 



Fig. 31. —The Jarni* Masjid, Old Mdldah. 


its corners and it has a gateway in front. From the inscription over the 
doorway it would seem that the mosque was built (or repaired) in Akbar\s 
time in 1004 A. H. (1506 A.B.). The reading and translation of the inscription 
are as follows : — 


JJJl ^ 


“ This place of worship became known in the world and was called in 
India by the name of Ka^aba. As it was the second Ka'aba, the date was 
disclosed from the invisible world (by the sentence) BaUtdldh al-hardm 
Ma'sum.''^ The numerical (a5yad) values of the individual letters of this 
phrase total 1004 which gives the year (or 1596 A.B,). 


^ ‘The sacred and protected Hoiiso of Allah.’ Ravenshaw states that the builder’s 
name was Ma‘sum : if so, it is indirectly mentioned in the chronogram of the date, — 


H. E, S. 
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There are stone lintels at the entrance gate of this mosque— evidently 
taken from Hindu buildings at Pandua or Gaur— which are finely carved in 
a very similar fashion to a stone lintel in the Calcutta Museum. 

The arrangements that formerly existed for supplying water for ablution 
are also noteworthy. After winter was drawn in buckets from the well in the 
compound it was poured into a reservoir just to the north of the well. This 
reservoir had 5 copper spouts on the northern side — possibly with taps or 
plugs — by which winter could be supplied at will to the Faithful heioie Nmndz. 

On a bastion in the S. W. corner of the mosque courtyard there is a build- 
ing (with the remains of a flight of stone steps leading up to it from outside) 
which is said to have been formerly used as sl Madrasah ; and possibly there w^as 
a corresponding room at the N. W. corner as well. Behind these, to the wnst 
of the mosque are two other enclosxires wiiich w^ere used as graveyards. 
There are about fifty graves altogether. It is said that the graves of the 
male members of the builder’s family are on the north-west side and those of the 
women members on the south-west side. 

Fr — Inscriptions ai Qhallsapdm } . 

Two have been recorded from this part of Old Maldah w^hich is less than 
a mile south of the Katrd. The first is to be found low down on the northern 
side of a small enclosure, situated on the western side of the road, and formerly 
included in Ralli Brothers’ Jute Godowm. The tomb, according to Raven- 
shaw% is called the Dargdh of the descendants of Sultan [Ibrahim] Adliam 
Balkhi, and pottery figures of horsemen are offered at the tomb. The other 
is on one of five graves at a place a little further along the road and also on the 
western side of it, known as Saiykl Shah’s Dargdh. The first records the 
building of a Mosque by one Majlis Rabat in the year Husain Shah obtained 
the throne of Bengal by killing Muzaffar Shah : the second, the provision of a 
drinking- w^ater shed by one Buya (?) MMti, wdio may be the same lady who 
erected the Jahaniyan mosque near Akhi Sirajuddin’s shrine at Gaur (mae 
supra, p. 93, and infra, p. 158). The inscriptions and their translations are 
as follows : — 

I-'.'"' 

J iJJ| ii) Vi/'® J 

j Woj] ^ 

dj • A^l/* 41); cdik. 


^ This and the nextsection haye been added after a visit to Old Maldah, the aut hoi 
did not api^arently check what mseriptions were stiH to be found there. Most of this 
chapter in fact has had to be rewritten,— “H. E. S. 
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TTansJafion>.— " T\m Prophet — May the blessing and peace of Alhlh be on 
him !-~--sai(l : ' He who builds a mosque for Allah, xUlab will build a similar 
palace for him in Paradise/ It was built in the time of the Hultan 'Alaud- 
diiniya waddni Abfd Muzaffar Husain Shah, the Suita ji—Alay Alhlh ixu'ixd.uate 
his kingdom and rule ! Majlis Rabat built this mosqiu^ on tlie lOt h Zil QaUlah , 
899 ^(A.H. : 13th ^ August,, 1494). , 


II. 


w j 1 




iSTsjb 


.AlaJl 


^ UioJl 

J si/ 

C/? 

s]} 


AA/j jj 


iJJ) 

oi k 1 







'■“•j ^ 


.aJI 



Translation . — “ Almighty xAllah said : ‘ For him who does a good deed, 
there will be a ten-fold (reward).’ This Saqdyah (shed for drinking-water) 
was built in the time of the Sultan, the Sultan son of the Sultan, Nasirudduni- 
ya waddln Abiil Miizaffar Nasrat Shah, the Sultan, son of Husain Shah, the 
Sultan — May Allah perpetuate his kingdom and rule ! Its l)uilder was 
Buwa MrdtL In the year 938 (A.H. • 1531-32 A.D.). 

G—The Tomb of Shah Lanhapaii at Pdrd Shah Mmiddi. 

Proceeding south-west half a mile further from the Katrcl the visitor will 
observe on the southern side of the road just beyond the hamlet of Bacha- 
inM, a raised platform containing 3 graves. The local people cannot say who 
are buried in those to the south and West, but the large grave to the N. E. is the 
burial place of Shah Ibrahim Shah Chaitan Lankapati. No one appears to 
know^ anything about this saint, who (from the name Chaitan — 'conscious of 
God’) may have been at first a Hindu : or what his connection w ith Lanka 
(Ceylon) was, : but a history is said to be in the possession of Shah ‘Abdul Aziz, 
disciple of Baba Jarar Shah of Dargdh Hanif, Gonda District, United 
Provinces. At the northern end of the saint’s grave is a slab inscribed with 
what appears to be a Tree of Life with interlaced branches, while at the other 
end is found the following inscription (which has no apparent connection with 
the saint as it only refers to the erection of a mosque). 

JdjtJl lJIJi ^4 ^t^j| aisn..wJ} L^'Ui 

j Uioj) 
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Translation , — The Gateway of this Jdmi' Masjid was built in the time 
of the Just Malik, the Sultan, son of the Sultan, Nasirudduniya waddin Abul 
Muzaffar Nasrat Shah, the Sultan, son of Husain Shah, the Sultan—- May 
Allah perpetuate his kingdom and rule 1 Its builder was the Exalted Khan 
Khalf Khan, son of Majlis Qara, in the year 935 ” (A.H. : 1528-29 A.D.). 

Blochmann suggests that the builder of the mosque referred to was a Turk. 
A reproduction of the inscription will be found in Ravenshaw’s Gaur, Plate 
56, No. 22 J 

H. — Para-Dhala Tank. 

There is a tank of this name about a mile to the east of the NimasarM 
(Old Maldah) Railway Station. It is also called the Kurhdrl Dighl. The 
following story which is prevalent here accounts for the former name, which 
means a tank into which mercury has been thrown : — 

Once upon a time a merchant came to Old Maldah with mercury worth 
a lakh of rupees, and, finding no customer for his merchandise, began 
.to complain of the apparent poverty of the place, saying that in vain had 
Maldah enjoyed a wide reputation for wealth, when not a single offer was 
made for his consignment of mercury. This was too much for a .washer- 
woman who happened at that time to be plying her avocation by the side of 
the tank where the merchant was seated. Simply to vindicate the reputation 
of her native city, she at once ordered all the quicksilver to be thrown into 
the tank after giving the full price to the merchant^. The merchant is also 
said to have built the magnificent pacca ghat at Old Maldah with part of the 
proceeds of the sale. 

The distance of the tank from Old Maldah is some evidence of the wide 
extent of the town in earlier times. 

2.— The Tower of Ntmasarai. 

This mindr (tower) stands at the confluence of the Kalindri and Mahananda 
rivers, on the opposite side of the latter to Old Maldah, and is said to owe its 
name to the place being exactly halfway between Gaur and Pandua. The 


^The two inscriptions of Husain Shah (918 A.H. : 1512 A.E).) and Nasrat Shah 
(930 A.H. : 1524 A.I).) respectively that were recorded by Blochmann in 1874 {J.A.S.B., 
pp. 305 and 307-8) from Molnatuli— a hamlet very close to Bachamari— could not at 
first be traced as the mud hut in which they were discovered by Mr. E. V. Westmacott 
had been washed away by the Mahananda. Later they were found lying in a small 
enclosure on the bank of the river, and should certainly be removed to some safer place. 
Mr. Westmacott seems to have been misinformed about the narne of the Plr on whose 
grave they V ere formerly deposited. The local people (including a very old man, 
Haji Jamiat Khan, who recollects the original mud hut) are certain that the name of 
the Plr was Siraiuddin, and Sultan Shih ah uddin, as stated by Mr. Westmacott. 
— H. E. S. 

2 In Eastern Bengal one method of purifying tbe water of a tank is to drop into it a 
ftAAtinn of bamboo containing Mercury .—H. E. S. 




Fig. 32. Tower of Nlmamrm. 


^Frorn tlie close similarity of its structure to that of the Hiran Mindr at Fathpur Sikri, 
it appears likely that the Nimasarai tower 'was erected in Akbar’s time. The arclied 
cells that may still be traced in each face of the base -were possibly intended for the 
police in charge of the traffic across the junction of the two rivers. — H. E. S. 
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lower portion of the tower is still standing, and it is studded on the outside 
with stone projections resemhling elephant's tasks. According to Ravenshaw 
this was an alarm tower on which fires were lighted in times of danger or in- 
vasion to gwe timely notice to the city of Gaur (or Pandua), while Mr. F. C. 
Fanshawe, B.C.S., considered it was a hunting tower which might probably 


have also heeii used as a w^atch or signal tower. It is very similar in construc- 
tion to Akhsbv’s Hiran Minar at Fathpur Sikri and Dara Shikoh s Mhidr 
at Shikohpur near Lahore. The upper part of the Mindr has fallen down ; 
but the two lower storeys which remain standing are about 55 feet high. The 
circumference at the base being 58 feet 9 inches, the diameter is 18 feet 9 
inches. The tower (which has now been declared a ‘ Protected Monument 
and placed under the Archseological Department) stands on an octagonal 
base, each face of which is also about 18 feet.^ 
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3 . — ^Angbezabad, OR Enolish BazIb. 

It will not be out of place here to cidd a few brief notes on English Bazar, 
conimoiilj called Angrezabdd, the headquarters of the district. 

From the title ‘ Maulda and Englesavade ’ of the ‘ Diaries and Consulta- 
tions ’ of the East India Company from 1685 to 1693 (now preserved in the 
Library of the India Office, London), it is evident that the Clompany had 
already a station at English Bazar during the latter half of the 17th century. 
The reason for this was probably the fact that this elevated site was found 
specially suitable for mulberry plantations and the production of raw silk. 
The factory at Old Maldah was given up about 1770, and a Commercial Resi- 
dency established in its place at English Bazar. The present Magistrate’s 
Court is the old Residency building, and the Factory was protected b}^ a high 
wall, with bastions at the corner, in which 8 cannon were located.^ The 
date at which this fortified post was built and the name of the first Resident 
is given in the follo^ving inscription, which is now fixed on a pillar in the centre 
of the com pound ; — 

Erected 

■ 

Thomas Henchman 
Anno 
1771 


The Residency was called by the peox3le the Bari-KothI, and here silk 
cloth was manufactured and collected for sending to Calcutta for exporta- 
tion to other places beyond the seas. The cloth was also dyed in various 
colours, and some of it was embroidered with gold and silver thread. The 
residence of Mr. Lamb (the present Circuit House) was built, and the two 
tanks on the rmiddn dug, in 1825. An Indigo factory was also established 
in 1852 on the inaidmi south of the factory,^ with houses close at hand for 
the officers to live in : but this indigo business was soon discontinued and 
the residence of the Manager, which was at the south-east corner of the 
maidcln, made over to the Zilla School. This was first opened on Monday the 
10th July 1858. The present charitable hospital, built in 1861, occupies the 
site where Munshi Ghulam Husain, author of the Biydzu-s-Saldtm, formerly 
resided. The Sadar Middle Vernacular School w^as started in 1863, but was 
absorbed into the Zilla School in 1901. 


^ Two of tliern an3 still lying in fronVof the Ciiviiit Hoiise. 

2 Other indigo faetories had been constructed at Singhatalao, south-west of English 
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It is to be noted that Persian was the Court language of this district till 
( the year 1834 when it was replaced by Bengali, and that the MTddah district 

itself was formed in the year 1813, out of the larger districts of Dinajpur, 
Rajshahi and Purnea. The first Magistrate of the district was Mr. William 
Braddon. 

I Dutch Factor If. 

\ ' ^ 

I There is a tradition that the building a little south of the Ddl’ Bungalow 

was the former Dutch Factory. There are old graves in the compound, in 
I which members of a family called Mascarenhas w^ere buried (Maria, d, 1813, 

I aged 43 : Ambrozio Jose, d. 1799, aged 12 : and Antonio Ciistodio, d. 1795, 

j aged 30). 

! ■ ■ ■' ' 

I Inscription of Husain Shah's time. 

I There is an inscription set up in an Imdmbdra in mahalki Ohak Ambia close 

I to the writer’s house bearing the date 913 A. H. (1507 A.D.). The builder 

of the mosque referred to may be the Wall Muhammad, MajiisuhMajalis 
Majlis Mansur, who erected the Small Golden Mosque at Firuzpiir, Gaur 
(vide supra, p. 81). The text and translation of the inscription are given 
below : — 

This mosque was built by the Alajlis-ubMajrdis, the 
excellent Majlis, in the year 913 of the of the Propiiet.’’ 

Inscription 071 the Flruzpur M 

Tliere is anotlier old inscription in Tiighra charactei* set up on the enclosure 
wall of a mosque north-west of the English Bazar police-station recording 
tlie construction of a Madrasah in the reign of Husain Shall, and dated 1st 
Ramazan 907 A.H. (1502 A.D.). It was alimist certainly brought ITom some 
Madrasah ?it Gaur, that at DarasbarT (aw-j^ p. 7(5), or at BelbaiT 
(p. 87). The text and translation of the inscription are given below' 




I :> 


IjxUd f ^1 


Uix 401 


1 Jt* 









J o.<sl 1 


>lb 






■^1 




:^J| 
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j ^XAw>.2k y}] y lx)AiJj -^llc 

AJJ) (^j*^ AJJ 1 

^ y 61 mj . ^JcXhJj Sj}j.^J ^XjO UjIaai j |,^li*j} 

Translation. — “The Prophet — ^Maythe blessing and peace of Allah be on 
him ! — -said : ‘Search after knowledge, even if it be in China.’ This excellent 
Madrasah was ordered to be built by the Great and Supreme Sultan, the 
Saiyid of the Saiyids, the Source of Auspiciousness, who exerts himself in 
the way of Allah the Ail-giver, the Conqueror of Kamru and Kamatah with 
the help of the Merciful, ‘Alaudduniya w^dclin Abul Muzaffar Husain Shah, 
the Sultan, al-HusaM — May Allah perpetuate his kingdom ! — for the teaching 
of the sciences of religion and for instruction in the principles which lead to 
certainty — in the hope of obtaining from Allah the great reward, and begging 
from Him that He will ever remain pleased (with him) on the 1st of 
907 A.H.” (10th March, 1502 A.D.). 


Inscription on the Hyderpur Mosque. 

A third inscription of Husain Shah’s time is to be found placed over the 
gate of a recently constructed mosque at Hyderpur in the English Bazar 
Municipality. The local story is that the slab was found l 3 dng on the ground 
in the house of one Ambikacharan Das of the village Miradal near the shrine 
of AkhI Sirajuddin, known as Piran-i-Pir. From this place it was removed 
and set up on the mosque by two Muhammadans of Hyderpur. The inscrip- 
tion, given below, is so similar in its wording to that erected in the time of 
iAlauddin’s son, Nasrat Shah, at Chalisapara {vide supra, p. 153) as to 
suggest that the builder of the saqdyah at the latter place must have seen 
this inscription at its original site, and copied it. Incidentally this also 
tends to confirm the ,dentity of the 'Buya’ Maiti of Chalisapara with the 
Bibi Maiti who built the mosque close to the tomb of Akh! Sirajuddin. 

^^iaLl-w.Jj ^ ^(jalrtAdl 

^ y ELj^ aTUav ^ ijJi MA 

Translation, — “ Almighty Allah said : ‘ For him who does a good deed, 

there will be a ten-fold (reward).’ The Exalted and Liberal Sultan ‘Alaud- 
duniya waddin Abul Muzaffar Husain Shah, the Sultan, son of Saiyid Ashraf 
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al-HRsaini— May Allah perpetuate his kingdom and rule !— built this Saqdyah 
(shed for the supply of drinking water) in the year 910 ’’ (A.H. : 1504-5 
A.D.)d 


Other Mosques , and Monuments of English' Bazar. 

Kuttltold Masjid, 

This is very close to the ^AU Manzil at Kuttitola and was built by one 
Shahlra Bewa, a widow, in 1257 A,H. (1841 A.D.) The inscription of this 
mosque, which is said to have been composed by Shaikh Muhammad. 
Ashuri, alias Shaikh ‘Alimuddin, son of Nizamuddm, is as follows • 


diu* a / < 




13 I (yj 


b- 




ShaTira of the good name built this mosque. Invisible angels said Sanah 
bald rdhat great comfort’) in the year 1257 and the swift pen has 

inscribed it.” 


Graves in Chak Qurbdn ^Ali: and Phundan's Mosque. 

Mir Muzaffar 'Aii, son of Salahuddin, w-as a resident of Chak Qurbto 
'All. He died in 1285 A.H. (1869 A.D.) and his grave is to the south of a 
Ghabutra—IQO yards to the south-west of Phundah’s mosque— which contains 
a number of graves. The grave in the middle of the (with a sarco- 

phagus of black basalt) is that of Mir Sultan 'Ali, brother of Alir Qurban 
'Ali, after whom the quarter is called. The latter’s broken grave is 100 yards 
to the north-west of Phundan’s mosque. 


A This inscription is new, and, for it.s discovery, I am indebted to Maulvi Najmul 
Husain. The erection of a saqdyah rather suggests that either it was erected at an Imdinv 
bdra or that the Saint Akhi Sirajuddin was a Shiah, as saqdyahs are generally built in memory 
of the martyrdom of Imam Husain. Water and Sherbet distributed from them to 
wayfarers, especially in the first ten days of Muharmm — the month in which the tragedy 
occurred. 

There is also a damaged inscription at the Mosque in the Firuzpur quarter 

of English Bazar recording the erection of a gate by As-Sultan bin. as-Sultan Nasir- 
udduniya waddin. From the titles it would seem to date from the time of the Husaini 
King Nasrat Shah, and although the end of the inscription is broken, the last two words 
appear capable of being read with some certainty os thaldthin wa tisa^mVat. Hence the 
year is 93[*] A.H., which confi-ms the suggestion that the inscription belongs to 

NTasrat Shah of the Husaini dy nasty .----H. E. S. 
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The mosque in question has three domes, and was built in. 1208 il.H. 
(1791 A* D.) by one Musammat Phundan of this quarter of the town. It has 
the following inscription on it, which is said to have been coniposed by 
Muiishi Ghulam Husain, the author of the Rhjdz : — 








.U ^ 4^:s:JI 




db 


i'l r-A 

;|0 <Aaa.) jaI ^ 

' Translatmi. — “This mosque was built by Phundan — May her end be 
happy! — and completed in the reign of Shah ‘Alam. Invisible angels spake 
the date of its erection Burd kufr sJiud In Ddr I slam. (Tnfidelity 
disappeared and this (town) became Ddr I sldm^). The letters of the 
chronogram total up to 1208. 

KhairuUdh's Mosque. 

Close to the mosque of Phundan there is another mosque built by one 
Munshi Kliairullah, brother of ‘Atiqullah, in 1258 A.H. (1842 A. D.). The 
inscription composed by Munshi ‘Abdul Karim (a pupil of Munshi Ghulam 
Husain) for this mosque is given below 

Translation. — “ Shaikh Khairulirih, a religious man, built this mosque to 
show his sincerity and faith. Invisible angels spake its date Habbazd wdh I 
ivdh I 'wa.4-tahsm (‘ Wfdr ! Wah 1 Excellent and Beautiful ’).” 

Gram of Munshi Ghulam Husain. 

Twenty yards east of Phundan’s Mosque lies the grave of Munshi Ghulani 
Husain, JSalhn, Zaidpuri, the author of the lliydzu-s-Saldtln (‘Gardens of the 
Sultans’), which has been so cdhstantly referred to in the present work. He 
wrote this History of Bengal in 1787-88 at the request of Mr. George Udney, 
Manager of the Silk Factory of the Hon’ble East India Company at English 
Bazar, and the Hijra date in which he completed his book, viz., 1202 A.H., 
can be ascertained by adding up the numerical values of the Arabic letters 
forming the title of the work. The Munshi took considerable pains to ascertain 
the dates of the inscriptions that he found on the different buildings that still 




I 
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survived from the times of the Muhammadan KingvS of Bengal, and he also 
had access to miscellaneous sources of history that have now ciisappeared. He 
was a native of Zaidpur in Oudh, and — ^as has already been stated— is said 
to have lived at the very place where the present charitable hospital now is. 
Ihe Chronogram of his death composed by his pupil, Munshi 'Abdul Karim, is 

as follows j ' The Munshi left the world ’ (1233 

A.H. V 1818 A.D.). 

The concluding sentences of Munshi Ghulam Husain's work may be 
quoted to show his opinion of those who had then but lately assumed the 
government of Bengal, and how broadminded his own philosophy was : — 

' The English among the Christians are adorned with the head-dress 
of wisdom and skill, and ornamented with the garb of generosity and good 
manners. In resolution, activity in war and in festivities, in administering 
justice and helping the oppressed, they are unrivalled ; and their truthfulness is 
so great, that they would not break a promise, should they even lose their 
lives. They admit no liar to their society, are pious, faithful, pitiful, and 
honourable. They have neither learnt the letters of deceit nor have they 
read the page of vice ; and notwithstanding their difference of creed, they do 
not interfere with the religion and rites of Islam, and the propagation of 
the Muhammadan faith. 

V tXwb C—Xi 

' All wrangling about faith and heresy leads to the same place : the dream 
is one and the same dream, though the interpretations may differ. V " 

Inscription on a Stone Pillar. 

Nearer still to Phundan's mosque on the east is to be seen an inscription on 
a stone pillar attached to the grave of another native of Zaidpur, named 
Saiyid Imam 'AH, who died on the 19th of Safar 1209 A.H. (1794 A.D.). The 
wording of the inscription is as follows : — 

^ o-X xciAj isJjJ 


Translatio 7 i.—'‘ SMjid Imam 'AH came from Zaidpur and spent hislif a here. 
The year of his death (is shown by the sentence) Dahhil ii-l-Jannat ' He 
entered into Paradise h He died on the 19th ^a/ar iii 1209^ 


■n 
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of TurkanA-ShaMd Of Ghora Shahid. 

There is a grave in front of the Guru Training School, opposite to the Circuit 
House at English Bazar, which is said by the local people to be the grave 
of a Turk who died a martyr. Close to it is a grave known as Ghora Plr, 
There are similar graves known as TurMn4-Shahid oi Ohord Ptr, om 
Rathbarl (at the bend of the Eajmahal road, 1 mile from English Bazar), 
and the other at Baghbari itself. They are now worshipped, and horses 
made of pottery are presented to these places. The local tradition is that 
these are the graves of some Turkish soldiers who came with Muhammad-i- 
Bakhtiyar Khalji and died in the subsequent fighting. This is not impos- 
sible, as it cannot be believed that the adherents of Lakhan Sen allowed 
Muhammad-i-Bakhtiyar to conquer them without a struggle. 

4.— BlGHBARi, OK BaLLALBAKI. 

Baghbari is probably one of the oldest portions of Gaur and is a heavily 
embanked quadrant, with sides each about 1 mile long, situated 2 or 3 miles 
north-west of English Bazar on the right-hand side of the highway leading to 
Rajmahal. The enclosure is rather longer from north to south than from east 
to west and is formed by a gigantic embankment 50 — 60 feet in breadth at 
the top, 150 feet in breadth at the base, and 20 feet high. It is divided into 
two approximately equal halves by a N X S rampart with a broad ditch on the 
western side. The eastern half (which contains a large N X S tank called 
‘ Tamna Dighi^^) is said to have been Ballal Sen’s Palace, while the western 
half was the Fort. The southern boundary is formed by a section 
of the raised road from Lakhnaur to Bevkot which Muhammadan his- 
torians state was begun by Muhammad-i-Bakhtiyar and completed by 
Ghiyasuddin Twaz in the first quarter of the 13th century {mde Chapter 
II, p. 19); while the ditch — 75 feet wide — which both runs along 
the northern side of the road and surrounds the enclosure on the 
west, north and east, appears to have been served as a means of water 
communication roughly parallel to the Kalindri— from the southern end of a 
great bend of the latter river at Sonatola (south of Pichhli) to the Mahananda 
close to the present site of English Bazar. The local tradition is that Laksh- 
man Sen escaped to Eastern Bengal by using this passage to the Mahananda, 
possibly after being first driven out of Pichhli (vide next section) by the 
approach of Muhammad-i-Bakhtiyar from the Rajmahal direction. If this is 
correct, it rather suggests that the raised road leading from Western Bengal to 
Devkot was originally constructed by the Sen Kings (or even their predecessors 
the PMs), and only improved by the Muhammadans. The existence on the 
Kalindri River, about a mile north of Baghbari, of a village called Arapur 
(alias Amirpur) — the original name of which is said to have been Arhatpur — 


^ This name is said to be a corruption of JO offerings 
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carries the mind even further back to Buddliist times : and the proxiiiiity to 
Arapiir of the village Kotwali indicates the possibility of the Muhanniiadans 
having established themselves in the first instance at the extrema north end 
of Gaur^ before extending southward, first to the vicinity of the Sagar Bight 
and then, in the time of Nasiruddin Mahmud, to the Citadel area. 


O.—PiCHHLi. 

This place lies eight miles to the north-west of English Bazar beyond 
Gangarampur, and occupies the north-western angle of land between the 
present Kalindri and a former course of the same river, riinning down to 
Sonatola, of which the ends have now dried up. It was protected on the 
south and east by a moat, and Buchanan Hamilton mentions a tradition current 
in his time that it was the capital of Adisiir, the Hindu King of Bengal who 
imported Brahmins from Kanauj. The site is full of bricks, with fragments of 
pottery covered wdth bluish-green glaze on both sides, and has evidently been 
artificially raised during a long period of occupation. From its position, as 
well as the fact that Ghiyasuddin Twaz about 1220 A.D. established a 
fortress at Bisan-Kot (Murcha Bishnupur) on the opposite side of the Kalindri 
about 3 miles further up stream to the north-west, it is quite possible that 
Plchhlf continued to be an important centre even in Muhammadan times. 


hiscription of Mas'ucl Shah JmiiJ 

The name of the place is explained by Francklin as being in full Ptchhll 
Ghdtah i.e., the furthestq/MC or boundary, of Gaur on the north-west. 
General Cunningham found here (in what is probably one of Shah JaiaFs 
Chilla Khdnas) a most important inscription, the date of which is 647 
A.H. (1249 A.D.). The inscription is 7 feet 7| inches long and 1 foot 2| inches 
broad and is now lying, uj^side down, within the ruins of the building, w''hich 
is situated at the south-west corner of the former town at the angle between 
the moat and the former course of the Kalindri, 100 yards from both of them. 

The text of the inscription runs thus : — 

lyUJj 

AU) ;li| aBT XAHA 


^ This iiiBcription is known as the Gangarampur iiisoription as General Cunning- 
ham unfortunately states p. 45) that he found it at Gangarampur, which is a 

mile aivay to the north -east.‘*--H. E. S. 
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j.^U 2iUj <3 j^ 2 ci^'® jii!iJ| y\ ^mJI ^ U><jj) 

L— ^lo-J) di}UaiAA< ^ jjjj ai^ 

JIU( cXlA* t^fi^^j-'^-l t^*wo 0^AJ| u-^i/® l«XLo 

^ ^ jj J) SSa^ p.aa/« '^jC ^5 

Translation.— ' This blessed building was ordered to be built by the 
Exalted Sultan, Shamsudduniya waddin Abul Muzalfar Iltamish, the Sultan, the 
Bight Hand of the Khallfah of Allah, the Assistant of the Lord of the Faithful 
- — ^May Allah illuminate his heart and may the scale of his balance on the day 
of Judgment be heavy with good deeds ! The building was repaired in the 
reign of the Great Sultan Nasirudduniya waddin Abul Muzaffar Mahmud 
Shah, the Sultan, the Assistant of the Lord of the Faithful — ^May Allah 
perpetuate his kingdom and rule!— during the period of the Governorship of 
the Exalted King {Malik) Jalal ul-Haqq wad Din, King of the Kings of the 
East, Mas‘ud Shah Jani, the Instrument of the Lord of the Faithful— May 
Allah perpetuate his reign 1 — on the 1st day of Muharram in the year 647 A.H/ ’ 

This date throws doubt on the usually accepted date of this Governor of 
Bengal under the suzerainty of the Slave King Nasiruddin of Delhi (644-64 
A.H. : 1246-65 A.D.). Malik Jani is only assigned a single year (656-57 A.H.) 
in even the most recently published lists of the rulers of Bengal, though it is 
possible, as General Cunningham remarks {Eeport, p. 171), that Ma'sud might 
have been Governor twice — once at the time when this inscription was erected, 
and again in 656 A.H. 


6.^ — Gdamalti. 

Guamalti is about six miles south-west of English Bazar and on the left- 
hand side of the present Kaliachak Road. Here was the residence of Mr. 
Henry Creighton, the well-known Manager of a flourishing indigo factory at 
this place from 1786 to 1807. He made a survey of Gaur, as well a number of 
water-colour drawings of the ruins, and was the first to start schools in the dis- 
trict in which the local children were instructed in their own language. Near 
this factory and to the east of it there was formerly a handsome mosque built 
of brick and stone, but only a decorated minaret still remains. Mr. Creighton 
collected here a good many carved stones and inseriptions from the ruins of 
Gaur, but they have now all been removed. Munshi Ilahi Bakhsh in his 
Khurshld-l-Jahdn (Beveridge, op, a p. 215) mention^ the existence 
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Bahadur Shah, and dated 711 A.H. (1311 A.B.). This seems to point to 
the mosque having been erected by this son of Sham suddin Firuz Shah (after 
whom Pandua was renamed Firuzabad) ; but the Munshi does not give a copy 
of the inscription, and it cannot now be traced. If, however, he was correct, 
the G uamalti mosque must have been one of the earliest mosques to be 
erected in either Gaur or Pandua. There was also an Alms house {Khaimi 
Khdna), of which remains still exist. 

The name Guamalti is possibly a corruption of Bua-Maltf. The local 
story is that one Nalati (or Malati) was maid servant to Sultan Nasrat Shah 
(929-939 A.H. or 1518-1532 A.D.), and that she was called in the Harem by 
the name Bua Malati or Bua Malti, Bud meaning elder sister.’’ The 
place where she resided was also called Buamalti.” It seems to the writer 
that Bua Malati held a high position in the Royal family and that it w^as 
probably she who constructed the Jahaniyan Mosque at Piran-i-Pir in 
941 A.H. (1535 A.D.)\as well as being the provider of the drinking-water shed 
mentioned in the inscription found at Challsapara, Old Maldah, that was built 
in the year 938 A.H. (1532 A.D.).^ 


7.— -Ganga Snan, and the Bathing Ghat at Sa^dullahpub. 

At Sa‘dullahpur, which is six miles south-west of English Bazar, there is 
a bathing-^ Adi with a long flight of steps leading down to the river Bhagirathi. 
It has also a large burning-ground for the cremation of Hindu corpses. 
There is no temple. It is said that the’ Muhammadan Edngs of Gaur appointed 
this place for the performance of sacred rites by the Hindus and the cremation 
of their dead bodies near the old bed of the Ganges. 

An Annual Fair is held here on the full moon of Pans (December). 


8.— Tanda, the last capital op Gaub. 

The first mention of this place by a European is Ralph Fitch’s in 

1585:,'',"; * ■ ' 

'' Tanda is In the land of Gauren [Gaur]. It hath in times of past been 
a kingdom but now is subdued by Zelabdim Echebar [Jelaluddin Akbar]. 
Great trade and traffique is here of cotton and of cloth of cotton. The 
people goe naked, with a little cloth bound about their waste. It standeth 
in the countrey of Bengala. Here be many tigers, wild bufs, and great 
store of wiide fGule : they are very great idolaters. Tanda standeth from 
the river Ganges a league, because in times past the river, flowing over the 


^ Supra, pp. 153 and 158. 


1 Supra, p. 93. 
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bankes, time of raine did drowne the countrey and many villages, 
and so they do remaine. And the old way the river Ganges was woont 
to run remaineth drie. which is the occasion that the citie doth stand so 
farre from the water.” This agrees fairly well with RennelFs map, made 
nearly 200 years later, where we find ‘ Tarrah ’ marked 1 mile N. W. of Mad- 
dapour (r.6.,Mahdipur), and a little more than this distance S. W. of the Citadel 
of Gaur,. on the opposite side of the Bhagirathi. 

Buchanan Hamilton in 1810 made the following observations on ‘ Tangra ’ 
as he called it (Jackson’s edition of ' Purnea pp. 109-10), and, on the ac- 
companying map, shows the place as a large square fort : — 

'‘ The only ruin [in Kaliachak Division] is that of Tangra, a place of no 
considerable antiquity. When the family of Sheer Shah was deprived of the 
Government of India by the Mogul Hamayun, the kingdom of Bengal again 
threw off its subjection to Delhi and the new dynasty left Gaur and retired 
across the Old Ganges to Tangra. The distance is so small that they could not 
be said to have changed the seat of Government, but only to have built a new 
palace or country residence ; and although Gaur is said to have been plundered 
by the first of these princes, it was by no means destroyed, nor did the people 
follow the court to Tangra, which w^oiild never appear to have been a large 
place, nor are there any considerable ruins to denote that these princes lived in 
splendour or erected great works.” 

Tanda was called Khawaspur to distinguish it from Tanra Tahsll in the 
Faizabad district of the United Provinces ; but, owing to the destruction of 
Tanda by floods in — it is said— 1826, the name Khawaspur has now been 
transferred to a place on the east bank of the Bhagiratln, about a mile west 
of Ramkeli, while the supposed site of Tanda is represented by the village 
‘ Jolua Eadhal,’ just across the river from the village of Khvrki, which is less 
than a mile south of the modern Khawaspur. 

Siilaiman Kararaiu is said to have transferred the capital from Gaur to 
Tanda in 1565, and it was a favourite residence of the earlier Mughal 
Governors of Bengalb In 1660 Shah Shuja', hard-pressed by Mir Jumla 
(Aurangzib’s General), retreated from Raj mahal to Tanda, in the vicinity of 
which town was fought the decisive battle in which be was finally routed. 
After this date Tanda is not mentioned in history. 

The word Tanda is generally applied by the people to lands, which, 

if small, are called Tdnrl. The names of several villages of Maldah end with 
this name, as, for instance, Sat-Tanri and Bharti-Tanri. 

KJiajah, a well-known article of confectionery with a wide reputation, 
is said to have been first prepared in Bengal at Tanda— one Mfr Malati, 


^ Man Singh later in 1595-96 removed the seat of Government from Tanda to 
TVTfl.-nt'ioiifi. Shah Shiila* also was in residence in 1641. 
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a faqtr, whose tomb is still seen near the site of Tanda, having taught a 
local (grocer) how to prepare it^. 


9.— Bahral. 

This village stands on the river* Kalindri, 21 miles north-west of the head- 
quarters of English Bazar and about two miles south-east of Batua police- 
station. At this place Nawwab Sirajuddaula was arrested through the instru- 
mentality of Dtoa Shah, a/ag?>. His capture is thus described by Stewart in 
his History of Bengal '' Taking with him his jewels and a large sum of 
money upon elephants accompanied by his wife Lootfunnissa and one or two 
other women in covered carriages, he hastened to Bhagwangola where he em- 
barked upon some of his ovu boats which were stationed there and proceeded 
up the river in hopes, of meeting Mr. Law with the French detachment whom he 
had ordered to join him, or of effecting his escape to Purneah, but on his 
arrival opposite to Rajmahal he and his women, being oppressed with 
hunger, stopped at the cell of a Muhammadan darvesh named Dana Shah and 
requested him to procure them some food. To this man Sirajuddaula in the 
days of his prosperity had offered an affront, the remembrance of which still 
rankled in his mind ; he, however, received them courteously and set about 
preparing some Khicliri (hodge-podge) for them ; but privately despatched 
one of his servants across the river to. Mr Qasim, the brother of Mir JaTar 
Khan, who commanded the troops at Rajmahal, and who, upon receipt of the 
intelligence, immediately proceeded to the cell of the Darvesh [at Bahral] and 
seized the unfortunate fugitive:” 


10.~Deotala,^ or QasbaJi Tabrizabad. 

Fifteen miles north of Pandua, on the Padshahl road to Devkot, and 1| 
miles south of the northern boundary of the Maldah district, is found an arti- 
ficially raised area of land wLich is evidently — ^from the name of the place 
(Deotala) ; the numerous tanks scattered through the jungle ; and the Hindu 
remains found in the vicinity — an ancient Hindu settlement. To the south - 
w^est of a fine tank and on the opposite, or western, side of the main road (which 
was here formerly paved with bricks on edge in the same fashion as the road 


^ As I am informed that the Khaj ah of Tanda was a sort of sweet puff-paste, the 
faqtr probably brought the receipt from Silot, a yillage in South Bihar, not far from 
Kajgir, which is still renowned for this sweetmeat—* H. E. S. 

“ Owing to my discovery of the inscription inside the Ghilla Kkcina and the fresh 
reading by Maulvi iNTajmul Husain of the inscription over the doorway, I have substituted 
an entirely fresh description of Deotala for the Khan Sahib’s short paraphrase of Cunning- 
ham’s account.— H.; E. S. , ■ ■ ■ ' ' 



168 


MUMOIKS OF GAUE AND PANDUA. 



near the Adina Mosque) there is a Chilla Khana, or tahiya (religious semi- 
nary), of the Pandua Saint, Shah Jalal. This, the local people say, is one of 360 


Fig. 33, — Chilla Khana of ShahJaldl, Deotaki, 

sncii temporary abodes of this much travelled saint. The Ghilla Khana 
situated in a small courtyard which contains a number of graves, and to the 
immediate south-west of the chief building is a small modern whitewashed 
mosque. Cunningham visited the spot in 1879-80 and made the following 
remarks (vide pp. 94 and 95 of his Report) : — 

“ Over the entrance gateway of the enclosure there is a neatly cut inscrip- 
tion on a black basalt slab, recording the erection of a JdmF Masjid in the 
year A.H. 868 during the reign of Barbak Shah. There are several Hindu 

pillars lying about the enclosure, and, a fine standing 

figure of Vishnu with four arms, . . . . . ... . .The inscription is a very fine 
specimen of the curious style of writing which prevailed at this period, in 
which all the perpendicular strokes of the letters are prolonged upwards and 
arrani>:ed at equal distances so as to look like a railing. ” 
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TMs inscription, as well as another over the door of Chilla KMna^ had 
been discovered by Mr. E. V. Westmacott, 6 years previous to Cunningham ’s 
visit, and readings by Mr. Blochmann given from rubbings supplied by Mr. 
Westmacott in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal for 1874 (pp. 296 and 
297) ; but as the name of the place was misread as Tiruabad, and Mr. Bloehmann 
was not able to decipher most of the second inscription (including the name of the 
ruling King), revised readings and translations are given below — 

I. Barbak Shah inscription dated Rajah 868 A.D. (March 1464 A.D.) 

J) J 4JJ| 

1 t I 

4JJf tSsx 4U| ^ ^kJ| ^ 


jjib 




aJ 4JJ| 'a’JJ) 












kV 





1 

li' 

^ U3<aJ) 


JjU) JoUtJ) 


A l-ww y ^ djiialAA# jj AJJ| <a 1A ^llalAw.j| at.<!u 

J 

^ ^UiUi 

Translation,— ' Almighty Allah said [Qur'an ix, 19] : Bo ye take the 
giving of drink to pilgrims and the frequenting of the Holy Mosque to be equal 
in value to him who believeth in Allah and the last day and exerts himself in 
the road of Allah ? They are not held equal by Allah : for Allah guideth 
not the unrighteous.’’ 

“ The Prophet — ^May the Peace and Blessing of Allah be on him !— said : 
He who builds a mosque in the world Almighty Allah will build for him 
seventy castles in Paradise. This Jdmi^ Mosque in the village of Tabrizabad 
was built by the Great Khan, the Exalted Khan, the Adviser of Kings and Sul- 
tans, who is a sufficient protection against the [evils of t|ie] Age, Ulugh Murabit 
Khan — May his high qualities endure 1— in the time of the Just, Liberal, 
Learned and Wise Sultan Euknudduniya waddin, Abul Muzalfar Barbak 
Shah, the Sultan— May Allah perpetuate his sovereignty and rule, and elevate 
his power and condition !— on the 5th JRaja6— May its honour increase !' — 
of the year 868, ” 
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II, Iiiscription of (Siilaiman Kararani), dated Zil Hijjak 

978 A.H. (May 1571 A.D.) 

(^-4 ^ aUjC iSl J^ui| Jfl 

^ 

dit^ ^ic| ^ a^atJI ^s Aiiyd 

d^\w vici^.V® ^-jl a3aAA*-<>J| j 

Hi AI^Ia^ Ci-^t-jCy jj ^AaXw ^ 

Translation , — “ The Prophet — May the Peace and Blessing of Allah be on 
him ! — said : ‘ He who builds a mosque in the world, Almighty Allah will 

build [for him] 70 palaces in Paradise/ 

The mosque w^as built in the blessed village ( Qasbah) of Tabrizabad — 
known as Deotalah — in the time of Hazmt4-AHd — May Almighty Allah 
perpetuate his sovereignty and elevate his condition ! Siilaiman Mian, 

son of . Mian, Revenue Collector (SdMb-i-Jama ^) — ^May Almighty 

Allah protect him in both worlds !— built the mosque on the 6th of Zil 
Hijjah of the months of the year 978. (May its blessings be wide- 
spread!)” 

Sulaiman Khan Kararani (whose real name w^as the same as that of the 
Revenue Collector wbo rebuilt the Deotala mosque in 978 A.H.) w^as for 
nearly 20 years prior to 972 Governor of South Bihar under the Silxi Kings 
of Bengal. When the last of these Kixigs w"as slain by a usurper in 971, 
Sulaiman sent his brother Taj Khan to turn out the usurper, and on Taj 
Khan’s death in the following year, Sulaiman included Bengal in his 
dominions and, having moved the capital from Gaur to Taiula, ruled ovc^r 
South Bihar and Bengal till his own death in 980 A.H. (1572 A.D,). His 
General, the famous Kala Pahar, also conquered Orissa for Sulaiman in 975. 
Sulaiman was careful to acknowledge the suzerainty of Akbar and only used 
the title (‘ His August Majesty ’) given in the ihscription. 

Apparently also he abstained from striking any coinage of his own. After 
Sulaiman’s death, his second son Da’ud revolted ; but in 982 he had to cede 
Bengal and Bihar to Akbar, though he continued to be King of Orissa. In 
the foilowdng year, however, Ba’ ud again invaded Bengal, but was defeated 
and killed by Husain Qiili Khan Jahan at the battle of Raj mahal in 
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984 A.H. (1576 A.B.). The Afghans continued from time to time to give 
trouble until 'Usnmn was defeated and killed in 1022 A.H. (1613 A.B.), 
but from the time of Ba’ud’s death Bengal and Orissa actually formed part 
of the Mughal Empire. 

III. A third inscription wMeh is fixed in the inner w^all of the CMlla 
iTtew a building to the left of the dstdnah, or place of meditation of the Saint, 
is dated 934 A.H. (1527 A.B.) and records the erection of a mosque by Nasrat 
Shah of the Husaini dynasty, or, more probably, the restoration of the 
older mosque of Barbak Shah’s time. The inscription is of special interest 
as it gives the name of the Saint as Shaikh Jalal Muhammad Tabriz!. 

aJ -4JJ| aJJ 41)} 

M ) AIaJ) 

olid} 413} oXA 


* A5U3t-M*.3 J ^ 'iX^ ^3 A3t/6^3 ^ 


Trmislation, — “ The Prophet — ^May the Peace and Blessing of Allah be on 
him — said : He who builds a mosque for Allah, Allah Mill build for him a 
similar abode in Paradise. 

“ This mosque w^as built in the time of the Sultan, son of the Sultan, Nasir- 
udduniya Waddin Abul Muzaffar Nasrat Shah Sultan, son of Husain Shah 
Sultan— May Allah protect his sovereignty and rule ! in the territory^ of 
Shaikh Jalal Muhammad Tabrizi. The builder was his agent (kdrfarmdnaMi) 
Sher Malik in the year 934.” 

Some idea of the picturesque axipearance of Shah JalaFs Ghilla Khdria M 
Beotala will be obtained from the reproduction of a recent photogi'aph that 
has been given at the beginning of this section ; while the Barbak Shah 
inscription has been included as the second figure of Plate IV. General 
Cunningham probably removed the Vishnu image that he refers to, as it is 
not apparently now' at Beotala, biit an illustration of it appears at Plate 
XX VIT of his Report. The pillars he mentions are still in the courtyard at 
Beotala. 


^ The eonstruction is faulty 


being written instead of 
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Alexander Dow, 3 Vols., London, 1803. 

5. A'in4-Akban by Abu-1-Fadl, Allami. Edited by H. Blochmann 
for the Bibliotheca Indica oi the Asiatic Society of Bengal (1867-77). Trans- 
lated into English by H. Blochmann (Vol. I) and by H. S. Jarret (Vols. II and 
III) : Asiatic Society of Bengal (1868-94). 

6. Akbar Ndmah by Abfi-l-Fadl, Allami. Edited by Ahmad All and 
Abdu-r-RahIm, {Bibliotheca Indica, Asisbiic Society of Bengal, 1873-86). 
Translated into English by H. Beveridge {Bibliotheca Indica, 1897-1921). 

7. Tabaqdt-i-Akbarl by Khwajah Nizamuddm Alimad. Translated by 
B. De {Bibliotheca Indica No. 225 ; Vol. 1 : 1927). [The two invasions of 
Bengal by Firuz Shah of Dellii and the sieges of Ekdala are described on 
pp. 244—247.] 

8. Siyaml-Muta^khhhinn {'-Accounts of Modern Timas’), being a History 
of India from 1118-94 Hijm by Mir Ghulam Husain Khan. Translated into 
English by M. Raymond, afterwards called Haji Mustafa (Calcutta, 1802, 4 
vols.). [The period covered is 1706-83 A.D., and the book was probably first 
published in 1786.] 

9. The Biydzu-s-Saldtln by Ghulam Husain Salim, written in 1787-8 
A.D., and edited by Abdul Haqq Abid in the Bibliotheca Indica of the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal (1890-98). Translated into English by Abdus-Salam 
(Khan Bahadur) and published by the A. S. B. (1902-04). 

10. TarikhA-Muzaffarl, a history of the Timurids of India until A.H. 1225 
(A.D. 1810) by Muhammad Ali KKan Ansari (Ms. in Asiatic Society of Bengal). 
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11 . Dr. Francis Buchanan (Hamilton’s) Geographical, Statistical and His- 
torical Description of the District, or Zila, of Dinajpur. [A report compiled at 
the instance of the Honourable Court of Directors of the East India Company 
in 1807-08.] Published with the monthly numbers of the Gleanings in Science 
and the Journal of the Asiatic Society, Calcutta, Baptist Mission Press, 1833. 

11 {a). Account of the District of Purnea in 1809-10 by Francis Buchanan. 
Edited by V. H. Jackson (Patna : Bihar and Orissa Government Press, 1928). 

11 (6). Montgomery Martin’s reprint of 11 and 11 (a) in his ‘Eastern India ’ 
(1838), 

12. Journal of a Route from Rajemehul to Gour, A.D. 1810-11, by Major 
William Francklin, [Regulating Officer, Bengal Establishments] Bhaugulpoor. 
(Reprinted in 1910 by the Eastern Bengal and Assam Government Press, 
Shillong.) 

12 {a), H. Beveridge’s Note on Major Francklin’s Manuscript description 
of Gaiir. Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1894, pp. 85-93. 

13. Major Charles Stewart’s History of Bengal from the first Muhanimiadan 
invasion until 1757, Black Parry and Co., London, 1813. (This is based on 
Nos. 9 and 4.) 

14. H. Creighton’s Ruins of Gour described and represented in 18 
views : with a topographical map (London 1817 ; Black, Parbury, and Allan). 

15. Khurshld-i- J ahdn Numd of Munshi Ilahi Bakhsh of AngrezabM. 
Asiatic Society of Bengal Ms. No. D/331. [Written between 1853 and 1863 
A.D.] 

15 (a). H. Beveridge’s Notes on the Khurshld-i- J ahdn Numd (Journal of 
the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. LXIV, Part I, No. 3, 1895, pp. 194-236). 

16. H. Blochmann’s Researches into the History of Bengal (Journal of the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1873-75). Gontributions to the Geography mid History 
of Bengal (Muhammadan period), No. 1 , Part 1, Geographical ; Part 2, Histori- 
cal, based on inscriptions — and on unpublished coins, Journal of the A sialic 
Society of Bengal, Vol. 42 (1), 1873 ; No. 2, Journal of the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal, Vol. 43 (1), 1874 ; and No. 3, Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengaf 
Vol. 44 (1), 1875. Also Blochmann’s Notes on Arabic and Persian Inscrip- 
tions No. II, Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1872, pp, 102-107 
(Gangarampur-Dinajpur-Devkot Inscriptions). 

17. L. B. B. King, Officiating Collector of Maldah. Letter to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, dated 29th March, 1875, ' On the present state of the ruins 
of GaurJ (Proceedings of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1875, p. 93). 

18. James Fergusson’s History of Indian and Eastern ^ ArcJiUeclure 
(London, 1876 : 2nd Edition by Burgess and Spiers, London, 1910 : John Murra^O- 

19. J. H. Ravenshaw’s , its Ruins and . Inscriptions (London, 

1878 ; C. Kegan Paul & Co.). 

20. Major-General Alexander Cimningliam’s x4rchanlogieal Ih'porv. 
Vol. XV— A Tour in Bihar and Bengal in 1879-80, froni Patna to 
(Calcutta, Office of the Superintendent of Government Printing, 1882). 
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21. 0/1 a new Copper- f late Grant of DJiarmapidla by limes Chandra 
Batavyal. Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1894, pp. 39-62, with 
Plate.. 

22. E^ngraphia Indica \ Vol. II. Government of India Press, Cal- 
cutta, 1894. [On pp. 282-288 readings of inscriptions from Pandiia and Gaur 
by Paul Horn are given.] 

23. (1) Certain Disputed or Doubtful Events in the Eistory of Bengal, 
Muhammadan period. Part /, by Monmohan Chakra varti. Journal of the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. IV, [N. S.], 1908, pp. 151-158. [Chronology 
of the first 30 years after the Muslim conquest of Bengal.] 

(2) Notes on the Geography of Old 'Bengal, by Monmohan Chakravarti. 
Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. IV, 1908, pp. 267-292. [A 
discussion of the history of Gaur and Laksmanavati is found on pp. 273-284.] 

(3) Notes on Gaur and Other Old Places in Bengal, by Monmohan 
Chakravarti. Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. V, 1909, pp. 199- 
234. 

{4c) Pre- Mughal Mosques of Bengal, by M. Chakravarti; Journal of the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. VI, 1910, pp. 23-38. 

24. Gaurer Itihcis, by RaJaniKanta Chakravartti (Maldah, 1909 : 2 vols. : 
published by M. ‘Abid 'AH Khan). 

25. Ga'wmmjmaZa by Ramaprasad Chanda, B. S. 1319 (A.D. 1912). 

26. Bengal District Gazetteers : Malda, by G. E-. Lambourn, i.c.s. (Calcutta 
Bengal Secretariat Book Depot, 1918). [The historical statements in this book 
are very faulty, and the volume should be thoroughly revised.] 

27. S. H. Hodivala’s Bangdla. Journal of the Asiatic Society, Bengal, 
1920, Numismatic Supplement No. XXXIV, pp. 199-212. [A discussion 
where this mint was — whether at Gaur-Lakhnauti, Tanda or Rajmahal.] 

28. R. C. Majumdar’s Chronology of the Sena Kings, Journal of the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal, Yol.KNll, 1^21, 

29. Mint Towns of the Delhi Sultans hy 'K.NeiYill. Jotirnal of the Asiatic 

Society of Numismatic Supplement, 1921, pp. 116-130. [Includes 

discussions of the Mints, FathabM-Faridpur ; Gaur and Lakhnauti ; Satgaon ; 
Sharif abad ; and Sunargaon.] 

30. Coins and Chro7iology of the Early hidependent Sultans of Bengal, 
by N. K. Bhattasali, Dacca (W. Heifer and Sons, Cambridge, 1922). 

31. H. E. Stapleton’s Contributions to the History and Ethnology of 
North-Eastern India. 

IV. Bengal Chro7iology during the period of hidependent Muslim Rule. 
Journal A. S. B., Vol. XVIII, 1922, pp. 407-430. [1283-1339 A.D.] 

32. Determination of the Epoch of ike Parganati Era by N. K. Bhatta- 
salL Indian Antiquary, Vol LII, 1923, pp. 314-320. 



Topograpliieal Bibliograpliy of Arabic (with a few Persian) Inscriptions found in the Maldali District, Bengal 
particularly at Gaur and Pandua— from the earliest period of Muhammadan rule down to the time of the 



{iv) ‘Memoirs pp. 139-140. 

(For the reading of 776 vide Beveridge’s 
precis of the KhursMd-i-J ahem Ntmid of 
Mnnshi Tlahl Bakhsh, J, A. S. B. (1895), 
p. 212; and P. Horn, E2yigra2Aiia hidica, 
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880 1475 Ditto .. Probably from the Chamkatti Mosque, Gaiir 
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Ditto . . Found by E. V. Westmacott in the Katrd, (i) Bloch., J. A. S, B, (1874), pp. 299-300. 

Old Maldah. (Now missing : but vide (ii) R. Gaur, p. 76, and Plate 49, No. S. 

reproduction in R. Gaur.) 









935 1528-29 Ditto . . On the tomb of Shah Ibrahim Chaitan (f) Bloch., J. J.. 6% D. (1874), pp. 307-8. 

Lankapati at Para Shah Miindai, ItI (ii) R. Gaur, p. 90, and Plate o6, No. 22, 

miles south of Old Maldah. (ui) ‘ Memoirs 7, pp. lo3-4. (Records the 

building of the gateway for some mosque.) 


MEMOIRS OF GACR AMO tANDTJA 


181 





978 1571 Hazrut-i-AHd Sulai- Over the door of Shaikh Jalal Tabriz! ’s (?') Bloch., J. ^4. ^8. B. (1874), jj. 297. 

man Kararanl. i G/n/Za if /alna at Deotala. \ii) ‘ Memoirs p. 170. 



980 1673 Tempore Hazrat-i- Over the door of the enclosure of Shaikh ‘^Memoirs % pp- 109-10. 

A^ld Sulaiman ‘Alaul Haqq’s Tomb, Pandua. 

Kararani (or his 

son BayazitJ), but . 

no King mentioned. 


MEMOIRS OF GAUR AND FANDUA. 
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1020 1612 Ditto . . On a pillar at the head of the grave of Kur ‘ Memoirs’, p. 107, where the reading and date 

QutbuPAlam, 0 hhotl Dargdh,T andua,, (1000 A.H.) given by Francklin are cor- 

. rected. 
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APPENDIX C. 


Life and Work of Saiyid Ilahi Bakhsh al-Hiisaini of Angrezabad, 
the Author of the “Khurshid-i-Jahan Numa”. 

[Chiefly taken from Mr. H. Beveridge’s Memoir, and account of this author’s 
work, in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal iov 1895, pages 194-236 ; 
but supplemented from a few additional notes by Khan Sahib ‘Abid 'All 
Khan.] 

Saiyid Ilahi Bakhsh was born in 1240 A.H. (1824 A.D.) at English Bazar, 
in Mahalla Chak-Ainbia. The family came originally from the Upper 
Provinces and members of it had held high office under the Kings of Bengal. 
Eventually, on account of old age, or for some other reasons, they retired to 
the town of Old Maldah where they settled in a quarter known as the Beroz- 
gartola, or quarters of the unemployed — apparently because it w^as chiefly 
occupied by persons out of employ. This quarter was in the neighbourhood 
of Mughaltuli, and the w^ell-known mosque of Ma^sum Saudagar. Then the 
family moved into another old quarter of MMdah called Sakmohan, and even- 
tually they came to English Bazar. The author’s grandfather, Mihrullah, 
was buried at Old Maldah ; but he ai)pears to have lived at English Bazar, 
and in the service of the English Government, for the author’s father, ^^li 
Bakhsh, was born there, as w^as also the author. His birthplace, he tells us, 
was in the quarter known as Chak Ambia. He spent all his life in English 
Bazar, and died there on 2nd March 1892. 

In his latter days he was a Persian teacher in the Zilla School at English 
Bazar [where, incidentally, he taught the author of '' Memoirs of Gaur and 
Pandua ” Persian and Urdu]. IlMii Bakhsh wns a man of great simplicity 
of mind, and an enthusiastic student of history ; perhaps, he acquired this 
taste from his friend and teacher Munshi 'Abdul Karhn, who, in his turn, 
was the pupil of Ghulam Husain Salim, the author of the Biyazu-s-Saldtln, 
Perhaps he too became interested in Gaur from the fact that he inherited 
from his paternal aunt some I'ent-free land in Hazratnagar, otherwise 
Qazigaon, which is near the shrine of Makdilm Akhi Sirajuddin. He also 
speaks, on page 144 of his wwk, of visiting the tomb of an ancestor of his, 
named Mir Karhan, who died at MMdah in 1199 A.H. (1784 A.I).). The title 
of his work KhurshldJ-Jahan iV’tema or World Displaying Sun ” is a 
chronogram and yields the date 1270 A.H. or 1853 A.B., this being the 
time when the book was begun : he was occupied with it more or less for 
the rest of his life ; but he appears to have finished the history of Bengal in 
1280 A.H. or 1863 A.D., for this is the date to which he has brought down 
his narration of events. 

As usual, the work begins with praises of Allah and Muhammad. Then 
it proceeds to pronounce an eulogium on Munshi 'Abdul Karim, the friend 
and instructor of the author. are told that 'Abdul Karim was originally 
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an inhabitant of Barh, in the district of Patna, that he came to Maldah and 
entered into the service of Ghulam Husain, the author of the Biydzus-Saldtin^ 
who was at the time Dak Munshi, or Postmaster, under Mr. George Udney. 
/Abdul Karim was for a time Bakkshl or Assistant, to the Nazir, or Sheriff, 
and afterwards became a Mukhtar. He appears to have been a good Persian 
scholar, and one or two inscriptions for mosques which he composed are quoted 
by Ilahi Bakhsh. . * 

The account of Maldah (including Gaur, Pandua, etc.) covers pages 111- 
226 of the Kkurshld-i-Jahdn Nnmd. This is the really valuable part of the 
book, which extends to 492 pages. The author had a good deal of local know^- 
ledge and he gives some inscriptions and many particulars which are not to be 
found in Ravenshaw’s Gaur, or in Cunningham’s Archaeological Report, or any- 
where else, so far as I know. The praise which Major Stewart has bestowed 
on Ghulam Husain, viz., that he took considerable pains to ascertain the 
dates of the inscriptions on buildings, is still more deserved by Ilahi Bakhsh. 
He must have worked very hard and paid many visits to Gaur and Pandua, 
for he not only gives numerous inscriptions, but he also states the dimensions 
of the various buildings, and such traditions as he could collect about their 
origin, etc. No doubt it was some advantage to him to come after Ghulam 
Husain, but he had the greater advantage of being born and bred in English 
Bazar, whereas Ghulam Husain seems only to have come there in the latter 
days of his life. 

H. B. 

He used to copy the beautiful Tughra inscriptions with his own hand and 
collected a number of them in his house. His room was decorated with the 
photographs of the ruins presented to him by Mr. Beveridge and other 
Europeans interested in the subject. He had a library of Urdu and Persian 
books numbering about 1000, but both the inscriptions 

books were destroyed when his house fell in during the earthquake of 
1897. The original copy of the was sold b^r his 

son Saiyid TAli Sajjad to the MutawalU of the Ba’is Hazari Estate. The book 
is still preserved in the Imperial Library at Calcutta. He was known by 
the name of ‘ Jagatguru,’ and he foretold that his mantle wnuld fall upon 
me. 


^A. ‘A. K. 



APPENDIX D. 


The Sultans of Delhi. 

First Dynasty — Slave Kings. 

A. H. A. D. 


602-607 

1206-10 

(1) Qutbuddm Aibak, slave of Muhammad Ghori, 

607 

1210 

(2) Aram Shah. 

607-633 

1210-35 

(3) Shamsuddin Iltamish (Iltutmish). 

633-34 

1235-36 

(4) Ruknuddin Firuz Shah I. 

634-37 

1236-39 

(5) Raziya (Riziyah). 

637-39 

1239-41 

(6) Muizzuddin Bahram Shah. 

639-44 

1241-46 

(7) ‘Alauddin Mas'ud Shah. 

644-64 

1246-65 

(8) Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah I. 

664-86 

1265-87 

(9) Ghiyasuddin Balban. 

686-89 

1287-90 

(10) Muizzuddin Kaiqubad. 



Second Dynasty — Khaljls, 

689-95 

1290-95 

(1) Jalaluddin Firuz Shah II. 

695 

1295 

(2) Ruknuddin Ibrahim Shah I. 

695-715 

1295-1315 

(3) ‘Alauddin Muhammad Shah I. 

715-16 

1315-16 

(4) Shihabuddin ‘Umar Shah. 

716-20 

1316-20 

(5) Qutbuddin Mubarak Shah I. 

720 

1320 

Nasiruddin Khusru Shah. 



Third Dynasty — Tnghlaqids, 

720-25 ' 

1320-25 

(1) Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq Shah I. 

725-52 

1325-51 

(2) Muhammad Tughlaq IT. 

752-90 

1351-88 

(3) Firuz Shah III. 

790-91 

1388 

(4) Tughlaq Shah II. 

791-92 

1388-89 

(5) Abu Bakr Shah. 

792-95 

1389-92 

(6) Muhammad Shah III. 

795 

1392 

(7) Sikandar Shah I. 

795-97 

1392-94 

(8) Mahmud Shah II. • 

797-802 

1394-99 

(9) Nasrat Shah (Interregnum). 

802-15 

1399-1412 

(8) Mahmild Shah II restored. 

815-17 

■ 1412-14 ; 

Daulat Khan Lodi (struck no coins in his own 


name). 
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Fourth Dynasty — Saiyids. 


A. H. 

: ■ A. D. 


817-24 

1414-21 

(1) Khizr Khan (struck no coins in his own name) 

824-37 

1421-33 

(2) Muizzuddin Mubarak Shah II. 

837-47 

1433-43 

(3) Muhammad Shah IV. 

847-55 

1443-51 

(4) 'Alam Shah. 


Fifth Dynasty — Lodls. 


855-94 

1451-88 

(1) Bahloi Lodi. 

894-923 

1488-1517 

(2) Sikandar II bin Bahloi. 

923-32 

1517-26 

(3) Ibrahim II bin Sikandar. 

932 

1526 

Invasion of the Mughal Babar, and death 



Ibrahim II at Panipat. 

932-37 

1526-31 

(1) Babar. 

937-47 

1531-40 

(2) Humayun. 



Sixth Dynasty — Afghans (Surts). 

946-52 

1539-45 

(1) Fariduddin Sher Shah. 

952-60 

1545-52 

(2) Islam Shah, son of (1). 

960-64 

1552-56 

(3) Muhammad 'Adil Shah. 

961-62 

1553-54 

(4) IbJ-ahim III | j Shall. 

962 

1554 

(5) Sikandar Shah III j 


Seventh Dynasty— the Muglvul Emperors. 


962-3 

1555-6 

(2) Humayun (again). 

963 

1556 

(3) Akbar. 

1014 

1605 

(4) Jahangir. 

1037 

1628 

(5) Shah Jahan. 

1068 

1658 

(6) Aurangzib ^Alamgir. 

1119 

1707 

(7) Shah 'Alam I Bahadur Shah. 

1124 

,1712 

(8) Jahandar Shah. 

1124' 

/ 1712 

(9) Farrukh-Siyar. 

1131 

1719 

(10) Rafi-ud-Darajat. 

1131 

1719 

(11) Shah Jahan II (Rafi-ud-Daula) 

1131- 

1161 

1719- Y 
1748' 1 

Muhammad Shah. 


Ei Ceteri. 
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List of the Rulers of Bengal from the Muhammadan Conquest 
till the final annexation of Bengal by Akbar, 

Oovernors. 

A. H. A. D. ' 


599-602 

1202-1205 

Muhammad-i-Bakhtiyar Khalji. 

602-605 

1205-1208 

'Izzuddin Muhammad-i-Shiran. 

605-608 

1208-11 

Alauddin ‘Ali-i-Mardan. 

608-24 

1211-26 

Husamuddin— Ghiyasuddin ;Iwaz (struck coins in 
his own name). 

624-27 ■ 

1226-29 

Nasiruddin Mahmud. (Second son of the Emperor 
Ittamish). 

627L V 

'1229 ; : : 

‘Izzu-l-Mulk ‘Alauddin Jani. 

627-31 

1229-33;,: ,, 

Saifuddin Aibak. 

631-42" 

,'1233-44 

‘Izzuddin Tughril-i-Tughaii Khan. 

642-44 

1244-46, ; 

Qamaruddin Taimur Khan-i-Qiraii. 

644-46(?) 

1246-48(1) 

Ikhtiyaruddin Yuzbak-i-Tughril Khan — Mughis- 
uddin (struck coins in his own name ) . 

646-57(?) 

1248-58(1) 

Jalalul-Haqq wad-Din Ma'siid Shah Janl. 

657-59 

1258-60 

‘Izzuddin Balban-i-Yuzbakf. 

659-64(?) 

1260-65(1) 

Muhammad Arsalan Tatar Khan, 
j Sher Khan. 

Uncertain dates 

[ Amin Khan. 

677-82 

; 1278-83 

Mughisuddin TughriL 


Sultans of the House of B alb an. 

682-90 1283--91 (1) Nasiruddni Bughra Khan, soil of Ghiyasuddin 

Balban of Delhi. (No coins in his name 

known). 

690-701 1291-1301 , (2) Ruknuddfn Kaikaiis, son of (1) (Lakhnauti). 

701-22 1301-22 (3) Shamsuddin Piruz Shah, son of (1) (Lakhnauti). 

707 or-9 1307 or-9 (4) Jalaluddin Mahmud Shah, son of (3) (Lakhnauti). 

717-18 1317-18 (5) Shihabuddin Bughra Shah, son of (3) (Lakhnauti) 

(co-ruler in West Bengal). 

710-22 1310-22 (6) Ghiyasuddin Bahadur Shah, son of (3) (co-ruler 

in Bengal). 

722-23 1322-23 Ghiyasuddin Bahadur Shah (aU Bengal). 

[Reconqiiest by Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq of Delhi.] 

724-26 1324-26 (7) Nashuddin Ibrahim, so^^ (3), Sultanof Lakh- 

nauti.'' 
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MEMOIRS OR GAVE ANB RANDUA. 


725-28 

1325-28 ■ 

(6) Ghiyasuddin Bahadur Shah restored (probably in 
East Bengal : but after Ibrahim’s death ruled 
over the whole of Bengal till he revolted and 
was slain by Muhammad Tughlaq). 

725-38(?) 

1325-37(?) 

Bahrain (Tatar) Khan (Imperial Commissioner in 
East Bengal, and, after 928, Governor of 
Sunargaon). 

726-39 

1325-38 

Qadar Khan (Governor of LakhnautI). 

726-40(?) 

1325-39(?) 

Tz 7 Aiddin A'zam-l-Mulk (Governor of Satgaon). 

lyid&pmclmt Sultans of Bmgal. 

739-50 

1338-49 

Fakhruddin Mubarak Shah (East Bengal). 

750,53 

1349-52 

Ikhtiyariiddin Ghazi Shah (East Bengal). 

740-46(?} 

1339-45(?) 

C41auddin ‘Ali Shah (Lakhnauti). 

House of Ilyas Shah. 

740-59 

1339-58 

(1) Shamsuddin Ilyas Shah (for the first 6 years as 
rival to ' All Shah in West Bengal). 

753-59 . 

1352-58 

Ruler of the whole of Bengal after the death of 
Ikhtiyaruddin, 

759-92 

1358-90 

(2) Sikandar Shah I, son of (1). [Also struck coins 
at Sunargaon in 758 A. H.] 

792-813 . 

1390-1410 

(3) Ghiyasuddin A^zam Shah, son of (2). 

814-15 

1411-12 

(4) Saifuddm Hamzah Shah, son of (3). 


lO 

00 

1412-14 

(i) Shihabuddin Ba^^azid Shah. 

817 

1414 

(ii) ^Alauddin Flruz Shah, son of (i). 



House of Rdjd Kdns (or Ganesh). 

813-17 

1410-14 

(1) Raja Ivans (as ‘King-Maker’). 

818-19 

^1415-16 

(2) Jalaluddin Muhammad Shah, son of Raja Kans. 

820-1 ■ 

,1417-18 ■ 

(1) Raja Ivans deposes his son and assumes the 



throne of Bengal under the title of Danuja 
Marddana Deya {Saha dates of coins, 1339 
and 1340). 

821-2{?) 

' 1418-19(?) 

(3) Mahendra Deva (Sa^a 1340) : probably son of (1). 

821-35 

1418-31 ' 

(2) Jalaluddin Muhammad Shah (rc^stored). 

835-46 

1431-42 , 

(4) Shamsuddin Ahmad Shah, son of (2). 
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846-64 

864-79 

879-86 

886 

886-92 


892 

892-95 

895- 96 

896- 99 


899-925 

925-39 

939 

939-44 


944-46 

946 


960-62 

962-68 

968-71 

971 


972-80 

980 

980-84 

984 


MEMOIRS OF GAVn AND FANDXJA. 


House of Ilyas Shah — [restored). 

1442-59 (5) Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah I, descendant of (1). 

1459-74 (6) Ruknuddin Barbak Shah, son of (5). 

1474-81 (7) Shamsuddin Yusuf Shah, son of (6). 

1481 (8) Sikandar Shah II, son of (7). 

1481-86 (9) Jalaluddin Fath Shah, son of (5). 

Hahshl Kings. 

1486 (1) Sultan Shahzada Barbak. 

1486-89 (2) Saifuddin Firuz Shah. 

1489- 90 (3) Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah II, son of (2). 

1490- 93 (4) Shamsuddin Muzafar Shah. 

House of Husain Shah. 

1493-1519 ( 1 ) ‘ Alauddin Husain Shah. 

1519-32 (2) Nasiruddin Nasrat Shah, son of (1). 

1532 (31 ‘Alauddin Firuz Shah IT, son of (2). 

1532-37 (4) Ghiyasuddin Mahmud Shah III, son of (1), 

Ditto (joint rule from 933 A.H. with 
Nasrat Shah). 


1537-39 Humayun (Mughal Emperor). 

1539 Conquest of Slier Shah. 

House of Muhammad Sur. 

1552-54 (1) Shamsuddin Muhammad Ghazi Shah. 

1554-60 (2) Ghi 3 ''asuddin Bahadur Shah, son of (1). 

1560-63 (3) Ghiyasuddin Jalal Shah, son of (1). 

1563 (4) Son of Ghiyasuddin Jalal Shah (name unknown). 

House of Sulaimdn Karardm . 

1564-72 

1572 
1572-76 
1676 


(1) ' Hazrat-i-A^ Id \ Sulaiman Khan Kararani 

(Lord of South Bihar, Bengal and Orissa). 

(2) Bayazid Shah, son of (1). 

(3) Da'udShah,sonof (l). 

Final annexation hy Akbar. 



